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here A
re P

lastic G
nom

es' in W
ashington 

B
y R

eb
ecca W

est 
L

O
N

D
O

N
=

C
onscious 'though I am

•
that the A

m
'erican political structure 

is as different from
 the B

ritish politi-
cal stru

ctu
re as ch

alk
 fro

m
 ch

eese, 
th

e W
aterg

ate in
q
u
iry

 terrifies m
e

•
w

hen 
I w

atch
 it o

n
 m

y
 T

V
 h

ere in
 

L
ondon. It confirm

s all m
y suspicions 

th
at th

ere are to
o
 m

an
y
 m

en
 in

 th
e 

w
o
rld

, an
d
 th

at th
is is n

o
t a g

o
o
d
 

thing. 
I th

in
k
 I k

n
o
w

 w
h
at th

e scan
d
al is 

about. M
r. E

hrlichm
an and M

r. H
alde-

m
an and M

r. D
ean all look the hand-

som
e, grow

n-up grandchildren of the 
plastic gnom

es that ornam
ent certain 

gardens, bright young fellow
s w

ho go 
to

 th
e city

 an
d
 m

ak
e g

o
o
d
, b

u
t w

h
o
 

n
ev

er fo
rg

et th
at p

lastic . is th
ick

er 
than w

ater and com
e hom

e at T
hanks-

giving and C
hristm

as w
ith m

asses of 
p
lastic g

o
o
d
ies fo

r th
e p

lastic o
ld

 
fo

lk
s. T

h
ere is so

m
eth

in
g
 'g

h
astly

 
ab

o
u
t th

eir n
eatn

ess an
d
 th

eir ab
sti-

ner......es and their sm
all-scale successes; 

an
d
 g

h
astlier still th

at w
e n

eed
 su

ch
 

m
en. 
F

o
r w

e d
o
. W

h
o
 b

u
t su

ch
 m

en
 are 

g
o
in

g
 to

 en
jo

y
 h

an
d
lin

g
 th

e d
reary

 
routine of the m

odern adm
inistrative 

organization. T
he top jobs need intelli-

g
en

t m
en

; b
u
t su

ch
 are o

b
stin

ate in
 

th
eir eccen

tricities, u
n
p
u
n
ctu

al an
d
 

ap
t to

 seek
 G

o
d
 in

 th
eir o

w
n
 w

ay
s. 

B
ut there are jobs w

ithout num
ber to 

be filled to perfection by the m
en w

ho 
do .n

o
t lo

se th
eir files, d

o
 n

o
t sen

d
  

th
eir ch

iefs to
 C

h
icag

o
 . w

h
en

 th
ey

 
o
u
g
h
t to

 b
e at D

etro
it, an

d
 g

et th
e 

crank from
 C

ato, 	
back hom

e w
ith- 

out the interview
s he seeks. 

P
lastic g

n
o
m

es d
o
 th

is m
ag

n
ifi-

cently. B
ut they are not very good' at 

w
orking out system

s of m
orality for 

th
em

selv
es. T

h
ey

 are ap
t to

 reg
ard

 
au

th
o
rity

 as th
e m

aster th
ey

 
m

ust 
serve loyally, but as the m

aster w
ho 

is th
e fin

al v
o
ice, th

e b
e-all an

d
 th

e 
en

d
-all. B

u
t th

ey
 are h

u
m

an
, T

h
ey

 
conceive am

bitions. A
nd at that point 

th
ey

 learn
 to

 read
 th

e m
in

d
 o

f th
eir 

m
aster and see w

hat service he w
ants 

them
 to perform

 for him
 and jum

p the 
g
u
n
 b

y
 p

erfo
rm

in
g
 it, th

u
s reliev

in
g
 

him
 from

 the responsibility of order-
ing them

 do d
o it 

B
y this tim

e the problem
 of w

ho is 
guilty and to w

hat degree becom
es a 

trifle too com
plicated for hum

an un-
derstanding. S

om
eone ought to revive 

that film
, "B

ecket," in w
hich R

ichard 
B

urton and P
eter O

'T
oole starred. It 

co
n
cern

ed
 th

e m
u
rd

er o
f T

h
o
m

as a 
B

ecket, A
rchbishop of C

anterbury, and 
at first friend and then enem

y of K
ing 

H
en

ry
 II. T

h
e m

u
rd

er w
as d

o
n
e b

y
 

som
e plastic gnom

es of the day w
ho 

believed (n9, not quite right) that the 
K

ing w
anted B

ecket m
urdered. T

hat 
film

 an
d
 th

e p
lay

 it w
as b

ased
 o

n
 

w
ere tim

eless and w
ithout lim

itation 
to

 o
n
e p

lace. W
h
at th

ey
 said

 is tru
e 

of W
ashington today. 

S
o 

w
h
en

 w
e B

ritish
 sit d

o
w

n
 in

 
fro

n
t o

f o
u
r T

V
 sets an

d
 w

atch
 th

e 
W

atergate investigation w
e know

 you 
are dealing w

ith a real problem
, and  

m
aybe w

e feel som
e envy at the nature 

of the problem
. N

ot only is our ow
n 

-L
am

bton scandal hum
iliatingly 

Silly, 
P

. G
. W

odehouse gone w
rong, but if 

w
e em

ployed m
iscreants to eavesdrop 

on the equivalent m
eetings at 

w
hich . 

either our T
ory, L

abor or L
iberal party 

p
lan

n
ed

 its strateg
y
 an

d
 tactics, th

e 
m

iscreants w
ould' never. stay aw

ake. 
B

ut all the sam
e your scandal leaves 

m
e feelin

g
 th

at th
ere are to

p
 m

an
y
 

m
en in the w

orld, and they have got 
put 'of hand. 

G
od help them

, m
any 'of them

 are 
enjoying it. T

hey sit back arid
-  laugh 

aloud w
hen they are am

used, and they 
are that quite often. B

ut they should 
n
o
t lau

g
h
 at all, fo

r th
e p

restig
e o

f 
the U

nited S
tates is involved. 'N

ot its 
prestige as a great pow

er, for that has 
gone dow

n the drain. T
he conception 

w
as based on • the idea that ,a nation 

can m
ake itself so strong that it can 

stretch its arm
 across the w

orld and 
m

ak
e th

e d
istin

ct p
eo

p
les d

o
 as it 

w
ants; and w

e all know
 the day 'for 

that is over. 
W

h
at is at stak

e in
 th

e W
aterg

ate  

in
v
estig

atio
n
 . is th

e o
th

er k
in

d
 o

f 
prestige, appropriate to our tim

e, be-
longing to those nations w

hich m
ake 

it 
p
o
ssib

le fo
r th

eir p
eo

p
le to

 liv
e 

civilized lives, dealing honestly w
ith 

each .other and the G
overnnient, and 

being dealt w
ith honestly by, the gov-

ernm
ent—

and together exploiting the 
resources 'of their-land for the purpose 

'of happiness. T
his is the kind of 'pres-

tige 
th

at A
m

erica 
is losing

-through 
the' W

atergate scandal. W
hat' m

akes it 
dam

aging is your m
ock air of despera-

tion. 
It is conveyed on the screen and in 

the press that it is vital for the -U
nited 

S
tates to find out if P

resident. N
ixon 

had know
ledge of the W

atergate bug-
g
in

g
s, an

d
 as if it w

ere also
 v

ital, 
w

ere it' discovered' that he' had, to get 
rid

 o
f h

im
 b

y
 th

e d
rastic step

 o
f 

im
peachm

ent. B
ut it m

ay be im
pos-

sible to find out the degree of P
resi-

dent N
ixon's know

ledge of W
atergate; 

an
d
 ev

en
 if h

e -w
ere p

ro
v
ed

 stark
 

innocent it w
ould be just as necessary 

to
 g

et rid
 o

f h
im

 b
ecau

se o
f th

o
se 

plastic gnom
es. H

e should not have 

had them
 around, but it is not neces-

sary to im
peach-'hint 

. 
 

A
t th

e en
d
 o

f th
ree y

ears, th
an

k
s 

to your C
onstitution, R

ichard N
ixon 

w
ill be out. A

nd surely during those 
th

ree y
ears h

e w
ill b

e sittin
g
 v

ery
 

still, A
nd surely you need never think 

of him
 again after the three years are 

u
p
. Y

o
u
 w

ill' in
 fact n

ev
er th

in
k
 o

f 
h
im

 ag
ain

, ju
st as I d

o
 n

o
t th

in
k
 o

f 
N

eville C
ham

berlain, a B
ritish P

rim
e 

M
inister w

ho w
as m

ore objectionable 
th

an
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 in

 q
u
ite a d

ifferen
t 

w
ay

. S
u
rely

 y
o
u
 h

ad
 b

etter resig
n
 

yourself to the end of the P
residential 

term
 as your w

ay out.because it w
ill 

take you all, that tim
e to have got out 

of the investigation com
m

ittees and 
'into the laW

 courts all the suspected 
persons, on' w

hose guilt or innocence 
y
o
u
r v

iew
 o

f P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 m

u
st 

d
ep

en
d
; an

d
 y

o
u
 w

ill n
eed

 th
e p

re-
cisio

n
 o

f th
e law

 co
u
rts to

 estab
lish

 
.th

at g
u
ilt o

r in
n
o
cen

ce b
ey

o
n
d
 all 

doubt. 

D
am

e R
ebecca W

est, the novelist, is 
author of "T

he M
eaning of T

reason." 


