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 WASHINGTON, June 29 —
Charles W. Colson a former
White House aide, confirmed to-
day that he had authorized E.
Howard Hunt Jr. to investigate
activities of Senator Edward M.
- Kennedy during the summer of
1971.

+ But Mr. Colson denied that
he had been aware that Hunt
had sought and used Central
Intelligence Agency disguises
and other equipment for use in
ﬁhe project.

. Thus, his story conflicts m
Cme major respect to that of
~ Hunt, who said yesterday that

Mr. Colson had authorized him
to interview a “Clifton De-
motte” about possible scandal-
ous information on Senator
Kennedy and that Mr. Colson
had known beforehand that he
intended to use C.I.A. equip-
ment in carrying out the as-
signment.

: Mr, Colson gave an account
of his role in the Kennedy
mvestlgatlon as he emerged
after five hours of ‘questioning
by a House Armed Services
subcommittee investigating
C.LA. involvement in the
Watergate burglary.

Something One Does

: He dismissed the Kennedy
matter as merely the kind of
thing one does in the world of
politics.

© “When someone comes to
you and offers information on
a prospective opponent and you
turn him down, either you are
nalve or you. don’t stay in
pOllthS very long,” he said.

« At that time, Senator Ken-
medy was considered high on
the list of those .who might
capture the Democratic Presi-
dentlal nomination a year later.
» Hunt teold the subcommittee
stesterday  that, with Mr. Col-
gon’s blessmg, he had inter-
viewed Mr. Demotte, a former
resident of Hyannis Port, Mass.,
site of the Kennedy farmly
compound, but found the in-
fprmation useless and dropped
the matter.

» Sources within the closed
subcomrmttee session today de-’
scnbed Mr. Colson’s perform-
ance as virtually flawless, with
no apparent holes in his re-
peated denials of any involve-
ment in the Watergate affair.

Later asked why his name

‘crops up so often” in Water-
gate accounts-given by former
White House colleagues, Mr.

olson smiled and replied:

‘It's --an eaSy- name to spell.
Only five letters.” Acutally, his
name has six letters. -

«While he was testifying, his
manth-old deposition in-a suztl
by~ the Democratic National
Comunittee -was: released upon
' bemg filed in Federal court.

iBoth in his subcommittee
testlmony and in his deposi-
tion, Mr. Colson indicated that
John D. Ehrlichman, President
Nixon’s former adviser on do-
mestic matters, arranged for
.Hunt to obtain access to C.LA.
equipment in the summer of
1971.

This disputes Mr. Ehrlich-
man’s denial that he had
asked the C.LA. to assist Hunt
and confirms testimony of Gen.
Robert A. Cushman, then the
Deputy Director of Central In-
telligence, Mr, Ehrlichman had
called and asked him to give
Hunt whatever assxstance he
needed.

Mr. Colson conceded that he
had told Mr. Ehrlichman -that
Hunt wanted to establish liai-
son with the C.LA. to investi-
gate a security matter.

The witness testified .that
Mr. Ehrlichman told him, some
days later, that he had called
General Cushman and arranged
for agency assistance to Hunt.

Mr. Colson also disputed an-
other former White House col-
league, John W. Dean 3d, who
was ousted as counsel to the
President -on.-April 30.

Mr. Dean ‘suggested to the
Senate Watergate committee
this week. that Mr. Colson had
been involved in a number of

(“dirty tricks” and participated
‘in the Watergate cover-up.

C'ommentlng cn lists of White
House “enemies” -and.“political
opponents” that Mr. .Dean said
had been preoared by’ Mr. Col- l
son’s office, :Mr. Colson said
they were ‘merely- guldance ‘for
invitations to White House so-
cial -affairs and appointments
'to boards and-commissions.
“Mr. Colson denied that 8i-
ther he o rhis former assistant,
the late George Bell, had writ:
ten what he called the “de~
famatory remarks’ beside 20
of the names on the ‘“enemy
list.” -

“It’s not my language, it’s
not Bell's language,” he said.
“I resent it, and I hope Dean
will tell the truth.”

He said he did not know who
had written the comments about
the “20 enemies.”

Mr. Colson also disputed a
suggestion by Mr. Dean that he
[Colson] had sought executive
clemency for Hunt.

“I never talked to the Presi-
dent about executive clem-
ency,” Mr. Colson said.

Mr. Colson' further denied
that he had ordered Hunt to
fake cables designed to impli-
cate President Kennedy in the
assassination of President Ngo
Dinh Diem of South Vietnam in
1963, or that he had ordered
Hunt to check out the Milwau-
kee apartment of Arthur Bremer
after the near-fatal shooting of
Gov. George C, Wallace of Ala-
bama last year.

Hunt has said that Mr. Col
son ordered him to fake the
cables and ordered him to chéeck
the Bremer apartment.

Mr. Colson also denied. a
charge made yesterday by Sen-
ator Lowell P. Weicker Jr.,
Republican of Connecticut, -a
member of the Watergate com-
mittee, that Mr. Colson had

tried to plant articles with
newsmen that Senator Weicker
was guilty of campaign irregu-
larities and that he was think-
ing of switching parties.

Mr. Colson’s denosition  be-
fore the Democratic varty’s
lawyers was recorded May 232.
With a few exceptions, the ma-
jor points in his account have
since been made wublic in
newspaper intervicws.

Idea Called Huni’s

The XKennedy inquiry, he
said, was Hunt’s idea. He said
that in July, 1971, one of
Hunt’s public relations ASSOCi-
ates got a telephone call from
“someone’ in Massachusetts”
Iwith unpublished information
‘about the drowning of Mary
Jo Kopechne in fenator Ken-
‘nedy’s automobi'e on Chanpa-
quiddick Island in August,
1969. i Now

“Mr. Hunt asked me if. 1
would like to have him try to
get that information and I said,
‘Certainly,”” Mr. Colson testi-
fied.

.Mr. Colson also ‘acknowl:
edged authorizing  another
Hunt errand, the trip to Den-
ver in a red-wig disguise to
interview Mrs. Dita Beard. Lob-
byist for the International Tele-
phone and Telegraph Corpora-
tion, about her purported
memorandum linking an LT.T.
donation to the Republicans to
Government help in a corpora-
tion case. But Mr. Colson said
that that trip, too, had been
initiated by Hunt.

Mr. Colson said that- the
White House paid Hunt’s ex-
penses for the trip to New Eng-
land on the eKnnedy investiga-
tion. He said he did not know
who paid for the Denver trip.
Mr. Colson’s deposition in-
cluded denials that he knew of
the Watergate bugging plans in
advdnce. For the first time,
however, Mr. Colson said that
within a week aftr the Water-
gate break-in, John W. Mitchell,
the. former- Attorney General
and Nixon campaign manager,
told him. that his friend Hunt
was 1mpllcated in the bugging

raid “up to his ears.”
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Colson Conﬁrms Backmg Kennedy Inquiry

He Also Disputes Data
Ey Ehrlichmanand Dean

- By MARJORIE HUNTER

5 Special to The New York Times
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Charles W. Colson, former <pecial counsel to President Nixon, arriving yesterday at
the hearing o7 the House &u: mittee inguiring into C.LA. involvement in Watergate.




