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‘Not Nixon’s’

By Peter Jay
Washington Post Staff Writer

The White House sought
yesterday to dissociate Pres-
ident Nixon from Wednes-
day’s counterattack on the
Watergate testimony of
John W. Dean III by the
President’s special counsel,
J. Fred Buzhardt.

Buzhardt, declaring that
“there seems to be some
confusion,” said that the 12-
page memo he gave to the
Senate  select  Watergate
committee “does not rep-
resent the White House
position” and “was not re-
viewed hy the President.”

Buzhardt said, however,"
that Mr. Nixon had been
tbriefed” on the memo,
which calls Dean “the prin-
cipal acter in the Watergate
cover-up” and places much
of the blame for the scandal
on former Attorney General
John N. Mitchell. There was
no attempt by Buzhardt or
other White House officials
to disavow any of the con-
tents of the memo — only
its interpretation as an offi-
cial position paper.

Although  described by
Buzhardt as an attempt at
clarification, the announce-
ment that the memo was
only “an hypothesis pre-
pared as a basis for cross-ex-
amination” of Dean was de-
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scribed as confusing and ob-
fuscatory by members of the.
committee, .

“I don’t know what they
mean” by saying Buzhardt’s
memo is not an official doc-
ument, said Sen. Daniel K.
Inouye (D-Hawaii), to whom
it was initially sent. “It was
prepared in the White
House and sent to me by of-
ficial communication.”

Buzhardt told Inouye in a
telephone conversation yes-
terday morning that although
the President had been
“briefed” on the contents of
the memo before it went to
the committee, it still did
not represent an official
White House position. *

The Buzhardt memo ot In-
ouye was a revised and up-
dated version of a document
already given the committee
staff; it was provided, with a
list of questions to be asked
Dean, after Inouye said pub-
licly he would put to the
witness questions the White
‘louse might wish to have
asked.

During the hearing on
Wednesday, Inouye said the
questions furnished by Bu-
zhardt “should serve as a
substitute, admittedly not
the very best, but a substi-
tue for cross-examination of
Mr. Dean by the President
of the United States.”
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Sen. Baker (right) and minority counsel

Administration spokesmen
were prompt to say it
should not be considered any
such thing, At San Clemente,
Calif., deputy press secre-
tary Gerald L. Warren told
reporters the President feels
it would “serve no purpose”
to respond now to Dean’s
charges that he was aware
of the Watergate operation
and subsequent cover-up.

“While the hearings are
in progress it would not be
beneficial to' the committee,
or the White House, for us
to respond piecemeal,” War-
ren said.

“The President’s advice
was not sought” in the prepa-
ration of Buzhardt’s memo,
Warren said, and Mr. Nixon
was unaware it was to be
sumbitted to the committee.

Warren described the memo
as “a working document
from one attorney to an-
other,” Washington Post
staff writer Carroll Kilpa-
trick reported from San Cle-
mente.

Committee member Sen.
Lowell P. Weicker Jr. (R-
Conn.) was sharply critical
of the Buzhardt memo yes-
terday, especially its allega-
tions concerning Mitchell.
The memo “makes state-
ments of (alleged) fact con-
cerning John Mitchell .
without an -‘admission or
conviction.”

The memo states that after
the June 17, 1972, break-in
at the offices of the Demo-
cratic National Committee in

the Watergate, Dean “must .
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Thompson listen intently as Dean talks. -

{
have immediately realized
that his patron, Mitchell,
- would also be involved.” At
the time, Mitchell wags direct-
ing the President’s re-elec-
tion campaign.

Dean, commenting Wed-
nesday as Inouye read from
Buzhardt’s memo, said that
the “document has obvi-
ously been prepared by
somebody who was not at
the White House at the time
this was all occurring, It
sounds like they are putting
it together through news-
baper accounts.”

He wasn’t far wrong. Bu-
zhardt said his memo was
put together from various
public sources, including
newspapers.

In a note yesterday after-
noon, to the committee’s ma-
jority counsel, Samuel Dash,
Buzhardt said the “sole pur-
pose” of his memo “was to
facilitate examination of Mr.
Dean as to matters on which
others as well as Mr. Dean
testified or made statements
to the investigating bodies
or the press.” .

The Buzhardt memo, the
first public White House re-
action to testimony at the
hearings, was widely seen as
an effort to discredit Dean
— who in-his four days as a
witness before the commit-

tee this week has linked the
scandal more closely than
ever to the President and '
his top assistants.



Dean’s testimony has been
especially damaging to for-
mer presidential assistanis
H. R. (Bob) Haldeman and
John D. Ehrlichman, who re-
signed April 30. The Bu-
zhardt memo relies heavily
on sworn statements by
Haldeman and Ehrlichman
given in depositions in a rel-
ated civil suit and in inter-
views with the Senate com-
mittee. Although it is embel-
lished by added commen-
tary, the version of events it
provides is basically the ver-
sion given by he two for-
mer aides.

It was unclear yesterday
exactly what prompted the
sudden White House effort '
to establish the memo as en-
tirely Buzhardt’s doing and
not at all the President’s,
especially as there was
agreement that Mr, Nixon
had been told about the
memo even if he had not
seenit. 2.7 Ju~

The retreat from the doc-)
ument began Wednesday
night, well after the close of
the committee hearings that
day, when White House
aides began suggesting to
journalists on an off-the-re-
cord basis that Buzhardt,
“hypothesis” wasn’t quite of-
ficial. C

By yesterday morning,
when Inouye talked to Bu-
zhardt on the telephone just
before that day’s hearings
began, the White House pos-
ition had begun to jell, and
by yesterday afternoon Bu-
zhardt had issued his writ-
ten clarification and War-
ren, in California, had ech-
oed it.

The White House aides
still stood hy the memo and
its contents, but firmly
maintained that it was
meant to be a hypothetical
guide for further committee
investigation and in no
sense an attack on Dean.
And the President, they re-
peated in both Washington
and California, had had
nothing to do with it.

Oil Exporters

Seek Economies
VIENNA, June 28 (UPI)—
The Organization of Petro-

leum  Exporting Countries,

which has its headquarters in
downtown Vienna, is quietly
looking around for a new,
cheaper home abroad, OPEC
sources said today.

“This city is getting much
too expensive,” said an OPEC
official attending the organiza-
tion’s biannual two-day confer-
ence here. “The costs don’t
stop rising.”



