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()R
iad `D

irty T
ricks' and 'Justice' 

B
efo

re th
e W

aterg
ate scan

d
al b

ro
k
e 

o
p
en

 th
is sp

rin
g
, th

e Ju
stice D

ep
art-

m
en

t's in
v
estig

atio
n
 o

f N
ix

o
n
 cam

-
p
aig

n
 "d

irty
 trick

s" in
 th

e 1
9
7
2
 F

lo
r-

id
a p

resid
en

tial p
rim

ary
 eith

er ig
n
o
red

 
o

r su
rp

ressed
 a k

ey
 F

B
I rep

o
rt, p

o
s-

sib
ilities u

n
d
er stu

d
y
 b

y
 fo

rth
co

m
in

g
 

S
en

ate an
d
 fed

eral p
ro

b
es o

f N
ix

o
n
 

ad
m

in
istratio

n
 p

ro
secu

tio
n
—

o
r lack

 o
f 

it—
o
f illeg

al p
o
litical esp

io
n
ag

e. - 
O

n
 M

arch
 5

, 1
9
7
3
, U

.S
. A

tty
. Jo

h
n
 

L
. B

rig
g
s o

f Jack
so

n
v

ille, F
la., w

ro
te 

S
en

. H
en

ry
 M

. Jack
so

n
 th

at an
 in

v
esti-

g
a
tio

n
 o

f a
 sc

u
rrilo

u
s le

tte
r a

b
o
u
t 

h
im

 h
ad

 b
een

 co
m

p
leted

 w
ith

o
u
t su

c-
cess. Y

et, acco
rd

in
g
 to

 h
ig

h
 F

B
I o

f-
ficials, a F

eb
. 6

, 1
9

7
3

, F
B

I rep
o

rt p
ro

-
v
id

ed
 en

o
u
g
h
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 to

 lead
 to

 
in

d
ictm

en
ts. In

d
eed

, o
n
ce th

e W
ater-

g
ate scan

d
al crack

ed
, N

ix
o
n
 p

o
litical' 

esp
io

n
ag

e ch
ief D

o
n

ald
 S

eg
retti w

as 
in

d
icted

 in
 F

lo
rid

a M
ay

 5
. 

T
h

e F
eb

. 6
 F

B
I rep

o
rt is n

o
w

 in
 th

e 
h
an

d
s o

f sp
ecial W

aterg
ate p

ro
secu

-
to

r A
rch

ib
ald

 C
o

x
. M

o
reo

v
er, S

en
. 

S
am

 E
rv

in
's S

en
ate W

aterg
ate co

m
-

m
ittee p

lan
s au

tu
m

n
 h

earin
g
s, in

to
 th

e 
S

eg
retti o

p
eratio

n
. In

ev
itab

ly
, b

o
th

 
in

q
u
iries w

ill ju
d
g
e p

o
litical slan

tin
g
 

of law
 enforcem

ent. 
T

h
e F

lo
rid

a case in
v
o
lv

es a sp
u
ri-

o
u
s M

arch
 1

9
7
2
, letter o

n
 th

e cam
-

p
aig

n
 letterh

ead
 o

f S
en

. E
d
m

u
n
d
 S

. 
M

u
sk

ie, falsely
 accu

sin
g

 tw
o

 F
lo

rid
a 

p
rim

ary
 o

p
p
o
n
en

ts, Jack
so

n
 an

d
 S

en
. 

H
u

b
ert H

. H
u

m
p

h
rey

, o
f illicit sex

u
al 

a
c
ts. A

 F
lo

rid
a
 Ja

c
k
so

n
 ' su

p
p
o
rte

r 
p
ro

m
p
tly

 su
p
p
lied

 a co
p
y
 to

 th
e U

.S
. 

atto
rn

ey
's o

ffice. 
B

u
t B

rig
g

s, an
 ard

en
t R

ep
u

b
lican

, 
d
id

 n
o
t req

u
est an

 F
B

I in
v
estig

atio
n
 

U
n

til last O
cto

b
er w

h
en

 a co
lu

m
n

 b
y

 
Jack

 A
n

d
erso

n
 rev

ealed
 Jack

so
n

's re-
q
u
est. E

v
en

 th
en

, B
rig

g
s d

eclared
 it 

"a
b
su

rd
" to

 c
o
n
n
e
c
t th

e
 le

tte
r w

ith
 

R
ep

u
b

lican
s o

r th
e N

ix
o

n
 ad

m
in

istra-
tio

n
 (a ju

d
g

m
en

t h
e n

o
w

 ad
m

its w
as 

b
ased

 o
n
 n

o
 facts). 

O
n
 F

e
b
. 8

, Ja
c
k
so

n
 w

ro
te

 B
rig

g
s 

jo
g
g
in

g
 h

im
 ab

o
u
t th

e in
v
estig

atio
n
. 

B
rig

g
s' o

rig
in

al rep
ly

 w
as so

 in
su

ltin
g
, 

a
c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 Ju
stic

e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t 

so
u

rces, th
at it w

as "clean
ed

 u
p

" in
 

W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 b

e
fo

re
 d

e
liv

e
ry

 to
 th

e
 

sen
ato

r. T
h

e san
itized

 v
ersio

n
, d

ated
 

M
arch 5, inform

ed Jackson the investi-
g
atio

n
 "h

as n
o
w

 b
een

 co
m

p
leted

 an
d
 

w
e h

av
e b

een
 u

n
ab

le to
 estab

lish
 th

e 
id

en
tities o

f" w
h
o
 w

ro
te th

e letter. 
A

n enclosed eight-paragraph investi-
g
a
tiv

e
 su

m
m

a
ry

 d
e
a
lt m

o
stly

 w
ith

 
B

rig
g

s' in
ab

ility
 to

 p
in

 th
e letter o

n
 a 

rig
h

t-w
in

g
 ex

trem
ist. A

fter d
isp

o
sin

g
 

o
f th

is re
d

 h
e
rrin

g
 in

 se
v

e
n

 p
a
ra

-
g

rap
h

s, B
rig

g
s' eig

h
th

 p
arag

rap
h

 as-
serted

 th
at P

atricia G
riffin

, a M
u
sk

ie 
h

e
a
d

q
u

a
rte

rs e
m

p
lo

y
e
e
, w

a
s q

u
e
s- 

tio
n
ed

 an
d
 "d

en
ied

 an
y
 k

n
o
w

led
g
e" o

f 
th

e letter. 
B

u
t stran

g
ely

, as W
aterg

ate u
n

rav
-

eled, B
riggs' office stepped up prosecu-

tion of the F
lorida case so successfully 

th
at o

n
 M

ay
 5

 a g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 in

d
icted

 
S

egretti and another m
an. T

w
a N

ixon 
operatives directly involved, M

iss G
rif-

fin
 an

d
 Y

o
u

n
g

 R
ep

u
b

lican
 lead

er 
R

obert B
enz of T

am
pa, testified before 

the grand jury (B
enz under im

m
unity) 

an
d
 w

ere n
o
t in

d
icted

. 
W

h
y
 so

 fru
itfu

l in
 M

ay
 w

h
en

 th
e in

-
v

estig
atio

n
 w

as so
 b

arren
 in

 M
arch

? 
B

rig
g
s to

ld
 u

s h
e receiv

ed
 u

n
sp

ecified
 

new
 inform

ation. 
In

 fact, h
ig

h
 F

B
I o

fficials h
av

e in
-

fo
rm

ed
 u

s th
eir 

investigation, begun 
O

ct. 2
1
, 1

9
7
2
, w

as essen
tially

 co
m

-
pleted in late January. T

he "final " re-
port w

as dated F
eb. 26, 1973, although 

th
ere w

ere later su
p

p
lem

en
tary

 re-
ports. A

ccording to these sources, the 
report did by itself not provide suffi-
cient evidence for indictm

ents but did 
give any self-respecting prosecuting at-
torney obvious paths to follow

. 
T

he F
B

I report contained m
uch m

a-
terial ab

o
u
t B

en
z an

d
 M

iss G
riffin

. 
T

h
e im

p
licatio

n
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 F
B

I 
so

u
rces, w

as th
at if th

ese tw
o

 y
o

u
n

g
 

people w
ere sum

m
oned before a grand 

jury, they probably w
ould tell all. In- 

d
eed

, m
o
st d

etails o
f th

e case w
ere re-

p
o
rted

 in
 n

ew
sp

ap
ers th

e p
rev

io
u
s O

c• 
to

b
er—

d
u

ly
 n

o
ted

 in
 th

e F
B

I rep
o

rt. 
B

ut none of this w
as in B

riggs' report 
to Jackson. N

or •did B
riggs reveal that 

M
iss G

riffin, on advice of counsel, ref-
used to answ

er F
B

I agents' questions. 
Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t so
u
rces to

ld
 u

s 
th

ey
 "b

eliev
e" th

e F
B

I sen
t its rep

o
rt 

to B
riggs. H

ow
ever, F

B
I sources told 

us the bureau sent it to the Justice D
e-

p
artm

en
t's crim

in
al d

iv
isio

n
, h

ead
ed

 
b
y
 A

ssistan
t A

tty
. G

en
. H

en
ry

 P
eter 

sen, but not to B
riggs. A

 source close 
to B

riggs denied that B
riggs has seen 

the F
eb. 6 report—

or any "final" F
B

I 
report—

to this very day. 
T

his leaves tw
o possibilities: B

riggs 
saw

 th
e F

eb
. 6

 rep
o

rt an
d

 ig
n

o
red

 it 
until W

atergate erupted; or, he never 
saw

 it at all. In
 eith

er ev
en

t, th
e Ju

s-, 
tice D

epartm
ent, w

hich deleted rough 
language from

 B
riggs' M

arch 5 letter, 
w

ent along w
ith his barren investiga-

tive sum
m

ary, om
itting vital inform

a-
tion developed by the F

B
I. 

T
h

is o
n

e asp
ect o

f th
e Ju

stice D
e-

p
artm

en
t's in

v
estig

atio
n

 o
f S

eg
retti's 

nationw
ide operations suggests m

any 
things: blind partisanship, stunning in-
com

petence, a possible cover-up. T
he 

story of how
 the N

ixon adm
inistration 

enforced the law
 is still enfolding. 
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