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The former head of the
Securities and Exchange
Commission asserted yes-
he had received
what he considered ' im-
proper telephone contacts
from President Nixon's

tor Edward Kennedy dur-

ing last yedr’s investiga-

tion of a major business

-merger.. _ :
. William' J. Casey, former

chairman of the securities

- regulatory agency and now
. undersecretary of state for

economic affairs, was testi-

the International Telephone

" .and Telegraph Corp. (ITT) _
and the Hartford Fire Insur- |
‘ance Co.

~ Casey said the Whife
House call came from John

 ._ Ehrlichman.

- principal domestic affairs .
.assistant and from Sena-

~Iying before the House Com-
. .~-merce subcommittee, which
. is.looking into Vvarious as-
pects of the merger between

The government official

telephoned

family [riend. whom he later
identified lo. reporters as

‘able foundation, was a lead-

- ing ‘member of a firm that
the regulatory agency was

bringing to court

in a civil

Casey: said Mayer had been
a great help to the Kennedy

a trustee of”

foundation.

Casey testified that he
merely thanked the senator
for his information and did

not pursue the matter fur-

ther—but added he thought it

was an improper call.
Ehrlichman, who . had

called him several n{o\%}ths

earlier, had asked Casey
whether the agency’s pur-
suit of certain ITT docu-
ments was necessary.
Casey said he thought the
Ehrlichman call was “clear-
ly improper if he was sug-
gesting not 1o take evi-
dence.” Reuters



