TIRGLAR-FERED
GNORANTOFFACT

—iH-27 1973
'Dean Says Press Secretary
| Didn’t ‘Know the Truth
in Denying a Cover-Up
- NYTimes__
~ By E. W. KENWORTHY
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, June 26—
John W. Dean 3d told the Sen-
ate Watergate investigating
committee today that Ronald L.
Ziegler, the White House press
secretary, did not know “the
truth” when he repeatedly
denied any White House in-
volvement in the burgeoning
scandal and the attempted
cover-up.
| But Mr. Dean, the dismissed
White House counsel, did not
thereby absolve Mr. Ziegler of
any role in the cover-up as
‘President Nixon did on April

Transcript of “practice session”
with Ziegler, Page 49.

30 when he announced the dis-
missal of Mr. Dean and the
resignations of his two top as-
sistants, John D. Ehrlichman
and H. R. Haldeman. At that
time Mr, Nixon said that “the
comments made by my . press
secretary in my behalf were
based on the information pro-
vided to us at the time.”

Always Turned Down
Mr. Dean said today that “on
countless occasions” Mr. Zieg-
ler had come to him and asked
to be briefed on “the facts”
of various unfolding situations
that he knew the reporters
would question him on. But he
testified that he always told
Mr. Ziegler he could not be
given the facts because he was
under “very specific instruc-
tions” from Mr. Ehrlichman
“not to brief Ziegler.”

Thereupon, Mr. Dean said,
Mr. Ziegler would follow the
guidance given him by himself,

Continued From Page 1, Col. 7

1Mr. Haldeman or Mr. Ehrlich-

man, “take an offensive ap-
proac” in his news conference
and “hedge and bob and
weave” but “without actually
going out and lying on a given
matter.” '

Continued on Page 49, Column 5

Thus, Mr, Dean suggested,
Mr. Ziegler, while ignorant of
the facts most of the time and
“quite annoyed” because he
was denied them, nevertheless

.lacquiesced in his assigned role

in the cover-up.

As an example of how Mr.
Ziegler was coached to play this
role, Mr. Dean submitted to the
committee the text of a “prac-
tice wsession” last October in
which several White House
aides assumed the parts of re-
porters and questioned Mr.
Ziegler aggressively on articles
that said that Dwignt L. Chapin,
the White House appointments
secretary, had hired Dorald Se-
gretti to engage in political sa-
botage and was his Washington
contact.

Mr. Ziegler, in reply, repeat-
edly stood on Mr. Chapin’s
statement that the article was
“fundamentally ~ inaccurate,”
adding, “at no time has anyone
in the White House or this Ad-
ministration condoned such ac-
tivities as spying on individuals
.. . or sabotaging campaigns in
an illegal way.”

The following day Mr. Zieg-
ler would not comment directly
on charges that Mr. Chapin had
hired Mr. Segretti, but he de-
nied that Mr. Segretti had ever
worked for the White House.
He said Mr. Nixon was worried
about the dispatches “based on
hearsay, innuendo, guilt by as-
sociation.”

“It goes without saying,” Mr.
Ziegler said, “that this Admin-
istration does not condone sa-
botage or espionage or the sur-
veillance of individuals.” '

Mr. Dean also said, under
guestioning by Fred D. Thomp-
son, the chief minority counsel
of the committee, that he knew
of “no impropriety” on the part
of Henry E. Petersen. As As-
sistant Attorney General for
the’ Criminal Division, Mr.
Petersen was in charge of the
Justice Department’s investi-
gation of the Watergate case
unti] the appointment of Archi-
bald Cox as special prosecutor.

Grand Jury Testimony

The basis for Mr, Thompson’s
question about any impropniety
in Mr. Petersen’s conduct of
the investigation was Mr.
Dean’s testimony yesterday
that Mr. Petersen had passed
on to the White House infor-
mation from grand jury testi-
mony.

Furthermore, he said yester-
day that Mr. Petersen had
arranged for five White House
aides to be questioned by Fed-
eral prosecutors in an office
outside the presence of the
grand jury.

After being interviewed by
the Government lawyers in the
presence of their own attor-
ney — lawyers are not per-
mitted to attend their clients
in the grand jury room —
these White House officials,
Mr. Dean said, were permitted
to swear to statements that
were later given to the grand
jury in lieu of direct testi-
mony, Thus, the 23 grand jury
members were prevented from
asking their own questions of
the five witnesses.

The five officials accorded
this special treatment were
Charles W. Colson, at that time
a special White House coun-
sel; Mr. Chapin, the appoint-
ments secretary; Gordon C.
Strachan, then an aide to Mr.
Haldeman, and Egil Krogh Ir.
and David Young, both for-
mer members of a White House
unit investigating leaks to the

Although Mr, Dean did not!
include in his list Maurice H.
Stans, former Secretary of Com
merce who was chairman of!
the Finance Committee to Re-!
elect the president, he did say
that Mr. Ehrlichman had called
Mr. Petersen to protest against
Mr. Stans’s having to go before
the grand jury. Mr. Ehrlichman,
Mr. Dean testified, told Mr.
Petersen that Mr. Stans should
not be treated in this fashion.
Although he said today that
he knew of ‘“no impropriety”
upon Mr. Petersen’s part, Mr.
Dean added a cavet that Mr.
Petersen was trying “to be
very fair with the White
House” because he was sensi-
tive to the fact that the ap-
pearance of White House staff
members in a court house could
be embarrassing to the White
House “in ‘a political year.”
Mr. Dean said yesterday that,
at a meeting with Mr. Petersen
in the office of Attorney Gen-
eral Richard G. Kleindienst, a
couple of days after the break-
in on June 17, 1972, at the
Democratic national headquar-
ters, he had raised the implica-
tions of a wide-open investiga-
tion in an election year. Today,
he was asked whether Mr.
Petersen had indicated “in any
way that he would carry out
anything less than a wide-open
investigation in this matter.”

Impression of Fairness

Mr. Dean replied that he
did not recall Mr. Petersen
“saying anything specific.” He
added: “T left the meeting with
an impression that Mr. Peter-
sen would be fair in an investi-
gation of the White House and
that interpretation of fairness
would mean that we wouldn’t
have an investigation of every-
thing that occurred in the
White House for four years.”

Last fall, replying to charges
by Senator George McGovern

press.,

that the Justice Department in-|,

vestigation was mot thorough,
Mr. Petersen said it was “the
most exhaustive and far-reach-
ing that I have seen.”

Today, Mr. Petersen, a

career civil servant, refused to
comment on Mr. Dean’s testi-
mony except to say, “I haven’t
done anything in 27 years to
be ashamed of.”

Three weeks ago, Attorney

General Elliot L. Richardson,
commenting on a New York
Times article that Mr. Peter-
sen’s conduct of the investiga-
tion would be reviewed by the
special prosecutor, said:



