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Whe
After
Mr. Dean?

By James Reston

‘of the television audience right to-the

WASHINGTON, June 26—How  the
Senate Watergate committee handles
¢ its investigation in the coming days—
particularly who it calls to the witness
stand immediately after it finishes
with John Dean—can be of criticaldth- =
portance to the opinion of the nation .
and the reputation of the President,

Mr. Dean has made more serious
charges against Mr, Nixon than any
official has brought against any Pres-
ident in this century. Anticipating this,
the White House has been urging that
the Senate committee now call wit-
nesses who are in a position to chal-
lenge Mr, Dean’s testimony—and call
them before the July Fourth recess—
rather than summoning other wit-
nesses who are likely to follow Dean
with confirmation of his charges,

This is a reasonable request. With-
out passing judgment on Mr, Dean’s
recollection of the events, and with-
out trying to discredit his testimony,
or impugn his character—as :the
White House has been doing_for days
and weeks—the fact is that the selec-
tion of witnesses and the timing of
their appearance before the national
television audience can make a great
deal of difference.

For example, if the Ervin commit-
tee were to call another witness after
Mr. Dean who also incriminated Pres-
ident Nixon in covering up the scan-
dals and obstructing justice, or even
of it didn’t call any other witness
before the long July Fourth holiday,
Mr. Dean’s testimony would tend to
dominate public opinion well into
July, by which time the vacation sea-
son would be on us and thg gphyttals
heard by a smaller audience, e

Mr. Dean has been an effective

i should be “forgiven”’—a startling word
- Mr. Nixon denied to those who had
" .defied his policy on Vietnam.

witness. He makes one wonder how.
such an intelligent , and feunmsed
young man could have'been SO stupid,

tjimid or weak during the cover=up. *

WASHINGTON |

But in the Senate box, he has had
total control of his brief, he has put
down a foundation for his case that
is an explosive mine field for the Pres-
ident, and he has been responsive to
the questions of the Senators.

By a torrent of details and almost'
total recall of meetings and dates—
without keeping either a diary or even
a calendar, he said—he led the doubts

President’s door, and was even bhold
enough to plead that the' President

No wonder then that the President’s
lawyers want his testimony to be.

followed by witnesses like John Ehr-

. lichman or Bob Haldeman' whom_Mr.
" Dean has incrimin!ated,;sox that Dean’s
' story can be challenged.

Still, there is a flaw in the White

| House argument, reasonable as it is.

fair hearing, does not have to rely on
the good judgment of the Senate com-
mittee, and nobody has yet questioned
the good faith of Senator Sam Ervin,

The President is not exactly an in-
nocent bystander in this controversy,
and he is not without power. He
doesn’t have to leave the important
question of the. next witness and the
doubts of the American people to the
Senate committee, He- can command.
the stage and overwhelm the commit.
tee anytime he likes.

He knows all the options. The press
is outside his gate at San Clemente,
watching Mr. Dean on TV cutting him
up and being told the President will
have nothing to say. He can call a
press conference and command the
headlines before the next witness..

He has told several stories @hout
the espionage and the sabotage and
the cover-up, all of which have now
been denied by John Dean and others
who have questioned his control of
his staff, his judgment and even, by
inference, his integrity.
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The White House, in order to get a '
|
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This is not the sort of thing that
can go out over national television
and be dealt with effectively by
silence, or by picking the next witness
before the Senate committee. Espe-
cially by an Administration that has .
paid s0 much attention to public rela. °
tions and public opinion. ]

If the President is so sure tha heds
innocent, that he i being ‘misrepre-
sented by John Dean, and vilified by-‘a-
hostile press and television, -he has an
obvious remedy. He can come forward
himself and offer voluntarily to give
a deposition to the Watergate special
prosecutor. Or if he is really sure of
his case and concerned about the re-
action of the television audience, and
wants to be bold and\command public
opinion, he can volunteer to be the
next witness himself before the Ervin
committee and the American people.

The chances are that he will. do none
of these things. But even so the calling
of the next witness is important,

John Dean has not knocked the Pres-
ident out, but he has hurt him badly.
He has talked for hundreds of pages,
and incriminated the President and

| many of the President’s closest asso-
| clates before one of the
audiences in the history of television.
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Accordingly, whatever the President
does or refuses to do, the fair thing is
to maintain some kind of continuity
in the search for the facts. And this
surely means calling Ehrlichman and
Haldeman as soon as possible to
answer Dean’s charges before the July
Fourth recess, and before nobody re-
members anything except what Dean
had to say incriminating the President.




