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Dean Tells Panel President Discussed

Cover-up, Clemency in March, April

Fired Aide Details

Meetlngs, Alleges
Payoffs Mentioned _

By Lawrence Meyer and Peter Osnos
Washington Post Staff Writers

Former White House counsel John W. Dean III testi-
fied in exhaustive detail yesterday that he and
President Nixon discussed the Watergate cover-up at a
series of personal meetings in late March and April of
1973.

Dean said that at one particular meeting, on March 18,
the President told him that Watergate conspirator E.
Howard Hunt Jr. had been “promised” executive clem-
ency.

Dean said it was also at this meeting that he told the
President that the Watergate defendants were demanding
as much as $1 million to remain silent. Mr. Nixon, Dean
testified, “told me that that was no problem,” and then

White House press secretary Ronald Ziegler declined
to comment yesterday on testimony by John W. Dean
III. “We do not intend to comment as the week un-
folds,” Ziegler said.

turned toward White House Chief of Staff H. R. (Boh)
Haldeman, who also was present at the meeting, “and re-
peated the same statement.”

Dean also told the Senate select Watergate committee
yesterday that on March 28 or 29, 1973, Egil (Bud) Krogh

" Jr. told him that the orders to break into the Los Angeles
office of the psychiatrist for Pentagon Papers trial de-
fendant Daniel Ellsberg in September, 1970, came “right
out of the ‘oval office’ "——the White House office of Presi-
dent Nixon. )

In addition, Dean. told the committee that he had
learned, although the source of his knowledge was not
made clear, that Haldeman “had cleared” Watergate con-
spirator G. Gordon Liddy’s “activities” with Mr. Nixon.
prior to the Watergate bugging.

But at the outset yesterday, Dean told the committee
that “while the President was involved, (he) did not realize
or appreciate at any time the implications of his involve-
ment, and I think that when the facts come out I hope
the President is forgiven.”

Dean’s testimony yesterday, which is virtually unprece-
dented in its presentation of formal accusations of crimi-
nal actions against an incumbent President before a con-
gressional committee, climaxed a three-month war of
nerves between Dean and the administration.

During that time, Dean sought unsuccessfully to win
full immunity from prosecution for his own criminal acts
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Excerpts of Dean statement begin on Page AS.
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in return for his testimony
against higher administra-
tion officials. Dean’s testi-
mony before the Senate se-
lect committee is being giv-
en under a limited grant of
immunity that bars govern-
ment prosecutors from using
his Senate testimony against
him in a later trial.

Dean, however, is still a

target of the Watergate fed-
eral grand jury investiga-
tion, and Special Prosecutor
Archibald Cox has already
sealed in court evidence the
grand jury gathered against
Dean before his Senate
appearance,
. Dean’s testimony yester-
day, a six-hour monologue
that he read unemotionally
from a 245-page statement,
implicated a wide range of
past and present govern-
ment officials in various as-
pects of the Watergate bug-
ging and cover-up.

Dean concentrated his tes-
timony on Mr. Nixon, Halde-
man and former special as-
sistant to the President
John D. Ehrlichman. But
Dean, fired from his job as
White House counsel, by Mr.
Nixon on April 30, also im-
plicated former Attorney
General John N. Mitchell,
former special counsel to
‘the President Charles W.
Colson, U.S. District Judge
Charles R. Richey, Assistant
Attorney General Henry
Petersen, former - Assistant
Attorney General Robert C.
Mardian, former acting FBI
Director L. Patrick Gray 111,
White” House aide Richard
Moore and former White
House aides Frederick C.
LaRue and Gordon Stra-
chan.

According to his account
of the events, described in a
flat, nasal voice as he read
tonelessly from his state-
ment, Dean was a middle-
man who carried messages

“from his superiors in the
White House—Haldeman
and ‘Ehrlichman—to various
functionaries below them in
the executive branch and in
the Committee for the Re-
election of the President.

Dean’s personal account
of the Watergate affair por-
trays himself as a man who
tried to stop the bugging,
tried to limit the cover-up
and ultimately was forced
by his conscience to tell the
truth.

Dean appeared with his
two lawyers, Charles N.
Shaffer and Robert C. Me-
Candless, and his wife, Mau-
reen. As he came and left
the Senate Caucus Room
where the hearings are be-
ing conducted, Dean was es-
corted by two deputy United
States marshals and a plain-
clothes capitol policeman,
who sat behind him appar-
ently to protect Him, during
his testimony.

Noted as a natty dresser,
Dean appeared in a tan sum-
mer suit, dark green tie and
deep blue shirt with a silver
collar pin that has become
something of a trademark
with him. In another setting,
along with his striking
blonde wife, Dean might
have seemed to be a man
who had firmly grasped the
American Dream.

Instead, he was appearing
before the committee as an
unemployed lawyer endeav-
oring to save his own career
and reputation as he testi-
fied in damaging details
about the acts- of himself
and others.

The cover-up, according to
Dean, became a “way of
life” in the White House and
his efforts to present the
truth about the Watergate
affair were frustrated by
Haldeman, Ehrlichman and
eventually President Nixon
himself.

Dean said that when he
realized that he was being
“set up” to become a possi-
ble “scapegoat” for the
cover-up, he decided to seek
out the Waterzate prosecu-
tors and tell the story to
them.

In a series of meetings
with the prosecutors, Dean
said he told them what had
happened. “As I began ex-
plaining what I knew,” he
told the Senate committee,
“it was evident that the
prosecutors had no concep-
tion of how extensive the
cover-up was, so I tried to
provide them with all the
details that I could remem-
ber.”

Those meetings were in
April, 1973, when Dean al-
ready had decided, accord-
ing to his account, that he
would set his own course in
the Watergate affair.

The first meeting Dean
said he had with the Presi-
dent to discuss the Water-
gate affair was on Sept.
15, 1972, the day the federal
Watergate grand ‘jury in-
dicted seven men on con-
spiracy, burglary and wire-
tapping charges stemming
from the June 17 break-in at
the Democrats’ Watergate
headquarters.

On that day, Dean said, he
was summoned to see Presi-
dent Nixon in the Oval Of-
fice.

“When I arrived at the
Oval Office,” Dean testified,
“I found Mr. Haldeman and

- the President. The President
asked me to sit down. Both
men appeared to be in very
good spirits and my recep-
tion was very warm and cor-
dial.

“The President then told
me that Bob (Haldeman)
had kept him posted on my
handling of the Watergate

~ case. The President told me

I had done a good job and
he appreciated how difficult
a task it had been and the
President was pleased that
the case had stopped with
Liddy. (Liddy was the for-
mer counsel to the Finance
Committee to Re-elect the
President and the highest
ranking person to be
indicted.)

“I responded that I could
not take credit because oth-
ers had done much more dif-
ficult things than I 'had
done,” Dean told the Senate
committee. “As the Presi-
dent discussed the present
status of the situation, I told
him that all I had been able
to do was to contain the
case and assist in keeping it
out of the White House.

“I also told him that 1
thought that there was a
long way to go before this
matter would end and that I
certainly could make no as-
surance that the day would
not come when this matter
would start to unravel,”
Dean said.

According to Dean, Mr.
Nixon said he hoped that
the case would not be tried
before the election. When
Mr. Nixon asked how the
civil suit brought by the
Democrats against the
Nixon re-election committee
was proceeding, Dean said
that the committee’s Ilaw-
yers were ‘“very hopeful of
slowing down the civil suit
. . . because they had been
making ex-parte (out of
court, one-party) contacts
with the Judge (Charles R.
Richey) handling the -case
and the judge was very un-
derstanding and trying to
accommodate their prob-
lems.”

Dean said he was told by
a re-election committee law-
yer that Richey, a Nixon ap-
pointee, “was going to be
helpful whenever he could.”
(Richey strongly denied yes-
terday that any such con-
tacts or assurances ever

. occured.)

“I left the meeting with
the impression that the Pres-
ident was well aware of what
had been going on regarding
the success of keeping the
White House out of the Wa-
tergate scandal,” Dean testi-
fied, “and I also had ex-
pressed to him my concern
that I was not confident that
the cover-up eould be main-
tained indefinitely.”

Dean described how the
White House, aided by the
Justice Department and Rep.
Garry Brown (R-Mich.), man-
aged to block Rep. Wright
Patman, chairman of the
House Banking and Curren-
cy Committee, from holding

- hearings on the Watergate

affair before the election.
When the committee voted
20-15 on Oct. 3 to deny Pat-
man subpoena power, Dean
said, “another sigh of relief

was made at the White

House that we had leaped
one more hurdle in the con-
iinuing cover-up.”

Before the election, Dean

said, a series of meetings

were held to prepare presi-
dential press secretary Ron-:
ald L. Ziegler for press
questions about the Water-
gate.

After the election, Dean
said, a decision was made in
the White House that ap-
pointments secretary
Dwight Chapin would have
to be dismissed because of
his association with Donald
H. Segretti, whose espionage
and  sabotage activities
against Democratic candi-
dates had been uncovered
by the grand jury.

In late November, Dean
said he and Haldeman dis-
cussed “putting the facts
out” on the Watergate affair
but the idea was dropped af-
ter Dean said that he,
Haldeman, Ehlichell, former
deputy campaign manager
Jeb Stuart Magruder and
Strachan could be indicted.



After a meeting on Dec.
13, Dean said, a decision was
made by Haldeman, Ziegler,
Moore and Dean to “do
nothing, on the general the-
ory that no one would be ar-
rested for what they didn’t
say.”

The Watergate defend-
ants, and especially Hunt,
Dean said, kept up
“continuous pressure” to re-
ceive “support money for si-
lence.”

Dean said that a series of
discussions were held with
Haldeman, Ehrlichman and
Mitchell to discuss pay-
ments to the Watergate de-
fendants. Dean said that he
did not know the details of
how much money was paid
to the various defendants.
Other accounts from relia-
ble sources estimate that
$460,000 went to the defend-
ants to buy their silence.

On Jan. 5, Dean said, he
was told by Colson that Col-
son had ©personally dis-
cussed executive clemency
for Hunt with Mr. Nixon,
even though Ehrlichman
had directed Colson not to
do so. Dean said Mr. Nixon
complained to him on March
13 and April 15 that Colson
had discussed executive
clemency for . Hunt with
him.

Despite attempts at that
time to blunt the approach-
ing Senate committee hear-
ings, Dean said, the White

House was becoming con-
cerned about their effect
and the possible revelation
of the cover-up by late Feb-
ruary.

On Feb. 27, 1973, Dean
said he met with Mr. Nixon
for the first time since their
Sept. 15, 1972, session .Dur-
ing this meeting, the first
by Dean’s account of many
that he subsequently had
with Mr. Nixon to discuss
hte cover-up, President Nix-
on told Dean to report di-
rectly to him on the. Water-
gate matter, that it was
taking too much of Halde-
man’s and Ehrlichman’s
time “and he (Nixon) also
told me that they were prin-
cipals in the matter, and I,
therefore, could be more ob-
jective than they.”

On Feb. 28, Dean said, he
told Mr. Nixon “why I
thought I had legal prob-
lems, in that I had been a
conduit for many of the de-
cisions that were made and
therefore could be involved
in an obstruction of justice.
He (Nixon) would not accept
my analysis and did not
want me to get into it in any
detail other than what I had
just related.”

Dean said he had five
more meetings with Mr.
Nixon to discuss other mat-
ters, especially Gray’s abor-
tive confirmation hearings,
before the March 13 meet-
ing, at which, he, said, he
and the President discussed
clemency for Hunt and a $1
million figure for the cover-
up. :

The bulk of the March 13
meeting, Dean said, was
taken up discussing Gray’s
FBI confirmation hearings.
“Toward the end of the con-
versation, we got into a
discussion of Watergate mat-
ters specifically,” Dean said.

Haldeman came in while
he and Mr. Nixon were talk-
ing, Dean said. “I told the
President about the fact that
there were money demands
being made by the seven
convicted defendants. And
that the sentencing of these
individuals was not far off

*(March 23).

“After this brief inter-
ruption by Haldeman’s com-
ing in, but while he was still
there, I.told the President
about the fact that there was
no money to pay these ind-
dividuals toc meet their

demands. He (Nixon) asked
me how much it would cost.

“I told him that I could
only make an estimate that
it might be as high as $1
million or more. He told me
that that was no problem,

‘and he also looked over at
Haldeman and repeated the
same statement. He then
asked - me who was demand- -
ing this money and I told
- him it was principally com-
ing from ITunt through his
attorney.

Dean’s statement to the
Senate committee consti-
tuted a minutely detailed ac-
count of attitudes he found
at the White House and the
events that he felt arose
from them dating as far
back as 1969. A deep con-
cern about finding out about
and stopping antiwar dem-
onstrations and leaks to
newsmen ‘marked the early
years of the first Nixon ad-
ministration, Dean said. And
as the 1972 presidential elec-
tion approached, a similar
demand grew for political
intelligence about the Dem-
ocrats. )

The intelligence-gathering
techniques for keeping track
of demonstrators, news
leaks and then the political
opposition were all of a
piece, as Dean viewed them,
and they came together in
what it now known as the
Watergate affair.

As he told it yesterday,
this is Dean’s version of
what happened:

Just one month after he
came to the White House in
July, 1970, Dean learned of
the project to revamp the
government’s  intelligence
gathering apparatus to bet-
ter deal with the envisioned
‘threat from antiwar ele-
ments and radicals.

The plan included bug-
ging, burglaries and other
forms of surveillance. De-
spite the White House’s
“great desire” to see the
plan implemented, Dean
said, it was substantially
watered down. He portrayed
himself as one of those re-
sponsible for that watering
down. |

S0, instead -of overhauling
the nation’s intelligence-
gathering methods, an Inter-
agency Evaluation Commit-
tee was created to coordi-
nate and disperse informa-
tion about potential trouble

for the administration, The

" committee had no ; opera-
tional responsibilities of its
own, however.

Dean said he told Bob
Haldeman at the time, “The
only way to proceed was one
step at a time, and this" (the

Intelligence Evaluation
Committee) could be an im-
portant  first step. He
agreed.” ’

The intleligence plans and
memoranda on the way they
eventually evolved are the
celebrated “Dean  docu-
ments” which he first placed
in a safety deposit box and
later turned over to U.S.
District Judge John J. Sirica
who gave them fo the Sen-
ate Watergate committee.
After reading them, Chair-
man Ervin said they were
shocking.

Apart from the broad ad:
ministration effort to keep a
closer watch on its oppo-
nents, Dean described a
more specific program
within the White House in
which a few individuals,
most of them White House
employees, were used for
specific  missions. These
ranged from the tapping ‘of
newsmen’s phones in the
guise of finding the source
of news leaks to monitoring
the activities of Sen. Ed.
ward Kennedy (D-Mass.), al-
ways regarded by the White
House as the President’s
‘most formidable potential
challenger.

As early as -1969, Jack
Caulfield and Tony Ulazew-
icz, the former New York
City policemen who have al-
ready testified before the
Watergate committee about
aspects of their activities,
were carrying out covert in-
vestigations. In 1971, after
the publication of the Penta-
gon Papers, the White
House “Special Investiga-
tions Unit”—better. known
as “the plumbers”.—was set
up, and G. Gordon Liddy
and E. Howard Hunt went
to work there.

In one way or another, all
thes¢ White House intelli-
gence projects, as Dean rela-
td them, were under the di-
rection of Haldeman, John
Ehrlichman and Charles W.
Colson.

“The persons on the
‘White House staff who were
most interested in political
intelligence, “Dean said,
“were Ehrlichman, Halde-
man and Colson. As the re-

election campaign  drew-
closer, I would have to say
that it was brincipally Col-
son and sometimes Halde-
man who sought informa-
tion from my office that had
political implication to it.”
Political intelligence,
Dean recalled “often came
from unexpected sources.
For example during the
spring of 1972, a top man at
the Secret Service brought
me information regarding

Sen. McGovern. T asked Mr.

Colson if he were inter
ested. He was very inter-
ested and had the informa-
tion published.” Dean did
not say where.



John Dean tells his story for the Watergate committee in

Dean gave the committee
documents that he calied a
“fair sampling of the type of
requests that were fre
quently made” in the pre-
election period when he said
the White House “thrived
on political gossip and polit-
ical intelligence.” The docu-
ments are “extremely sensi-
tive,” according to Dean
“and could be extremely in-
jurious to innocent people
whose names are mentioned
in them.”

While he did not spell out
publicly how he dealt with
these “rather wide-ranging
types of inquiries,” Dean
said that “in addition to the
extensive efforts to obtain
politically embarrassing in-
formation on Sen. Kennedy,
there were also frequent ef-

forts to obtain politically

embarrassing  information
on Lawrence O’Brien, the
Democratic - National Com-
mittee Chairman, Sen,
Muskie and Sen. McGov-
ern.”

'

From the spring of 1971 to
late November that year,
Caulfield pressed Dean to
help him, get Haldeman,
Ehrlichman and John Mitch-
ell to approve a preposal to
establish a “political intelli-
gence and security” agency
for the campaign that Caul-
field called “Operation Sand
Wedge.” It was to be, as
Dean summarized it, “a pri-
vately operated extension of
the tvpe of things that Caul-
field had been performing.”
It was to be called “Security
Consulting Group, Inc.,” and
it was to have “overt” and
“covert” operations.

The plan, which Caulfield
himself had alluded to in his
earlier Senate Watergate
testimony, was eventually

the face of glaring tele

By James K. W. Atherton—The Washington Post

vision lights and a battery of cameras.

rejected by Mitchell as im-
practical.

Caulfield did, however,
persuade Mitchell to take
him on as a kind of free-
lancer and Caulfield pre-
pared at Jeast one report on
the New Hampshire primary
campaign of Rep. Paul Me-
Closkey (R-Calif) who was
challenging Mr. Nixon on an
antiwar platform.

Later, Caulfield and Ula-
sewicz were used at times
from July, 1972, until Janu-
ary, 1973, to transmit what
became an offer of execu-
tive clemency to Watergate
conspirator James W. Me-
Cord if he, McCord, would
agree to remain silent. Dean
acknowledged yesterday
that he had engineered that
offer.

In the fall of 1971, after it
became clear that Caul-
field’s  plan for a campaign
security and intelligence op-
eration was not going to be
adopted, Dean said he re-



ceived calls from Gordon
Strachan, an aide to Halde-
man and Jeb Magruder,
Mitchell’s deputy at the. re-
election committee, urging
him to come up with a law-
yer to head intelligence for
the campaign. ’

" A few names were sug-
gested for the job and
turned down for one reason
or another. And then Egil
Krogh, the White House
aide in charge of the plum-
bers suggested Liddy. “I did
not know Liddy, “Dean said,
“but I respected Xrogh’s
judgment, both as to his
Jjudgment of other lawyers
and his knowledge of law
enforcement.”

Liddy’s name was ap-
proved by Ehrlichman and
then Liddy, Dean, and Ma-
gruder met with Mitchell on
Nov. 24—the same day that
Caulfield’s. plan was finally
rejected. “There was virtu-
ally no discussion of intelli-
gence plans,” Dean said,”
other than that Liddy would
draw up some sort of plans.”
In  mid-December, Liddy
went to work. i

Liddy’s intelligence plans
were laid out on January 27,
1972, in a meeting at Mite-
hell’s Justice Department of-
fice. The account of that ses-
sion offered by Dean does
not differ from that given to
the committee earlier this
month by Magruder. Liddy
had charts; he proposed kid-
napings and call girls; he
said the bill would be about
$1 million and Mitchell
turned him down.

A second meeting was
held on Feb. 4, and Liddy
put forward his revised
plan. Dean said that he
broke up the session by say-
ing that “these discussions
could not go on in the office
of the Attorney General of
the United States.”

“I do not know, to this
day,” Dean said, “who kept
pushing these plans.
Whether Liddy was pushing
or whether Magruder was
pushing or whether some-
 one was pushing.”

Dean said that after the
second meeting he went to
Haldeman told him what
had been presented by
Liddy and “told him that I
felt it was incredible, unnec-
essary and unwise. I told
him no one at the White
House should have anything
to do with this.”

From then until June 19—
two days after the break-in,
when Dean returned from a
trip out of the country—
Dean said, “I assumed the
Liddy plan was dead in that
it would mnever be ap-
proved.” In fact, Magruder
has testified, the plan for
the bugging of the Demo-
cratic National Committee
headquarters at the Water-
gate was approved at a
meeting March 30. They
both testified that Dean did
not attend.

From almost the moment
he walked into his office at
9:15 am. on June 19, Dean
was involved in the White
House response to the
Watergate incident—a
cover-up that became in-
creasingly difficult .to _ho];d

- together, that cost hundreas

of thousands of dollars and
stretched repeatedly, as
Dean testified later in the
day, to the President him-
self. )

On June 19, as he re-
counted it yesterday, Dean
talked on the telephone with
Ehrlichman, Strachan, Col-
son and Hugh Sloan, the
campaign treasurer. And he
took a walk with Liddy from
the White House toward the
Corcoran Gallery, during
which Liddy told him what
had happened and said he
had been pressured by Ma-
gruder. :

Dean also met with Ehrl-
ichman twice and Colson
once, and Strachan told him
that at Haldeman’s instruc-
tions he had gone through
Haldeman’s and Strachan’s
office’s files and cleaned out
documents related to the
bugging of the Democratic
headquarters and other
things. “Strachan told me
his files were completely
clean,” Dean said.

In another meeting, he
said, “Ehrlichman instructed
me to call Liddy to have
him tell Hunt to get out of
the country.” The message
was passed, but it is not
clear whether Hunt ever did
leave the country.

In addition to these de-
tails of the cover-up, what

began to emerge on that day
and the days that immedi-
ately followed, according to
Dean, was an effort larger
in scope: to keep the truth
from coming out by buying
the silence of the seven con-
spirators directly involved
and manipulating the judi-
cial process by limiting the
investigation.

On June 19 or 20, Dean

testified, he met with Attor-
ney General Richard Klein-
dienst and Assistant Attor-
ney General Henry Peter-
sen, who was heading the
Justice Department probe of
the matter,
. “I'told Kleindienst,” Dean
said, “without giving him
specifics, that I did not
know what would happen if
the investigation led into
the White House, but that I
suspected that the chances
of re-electing the President
would be severely dam-
aged.” He told Petersen
roughly the same thing.

Later, Dean reported to
Ehrlichman that he believed
“Petersen would handle the
matter fairly and not pursue
a  wide-open inquiry into
everything the White House
had been doing for four
years.

“I ‘made this statement
not because of anything Pe-
terson specifically said, as-
much as the impression he
Bave me that he realized the

' problems a wide-open inves-

tigation of the White House
might create in an election
year.”

In his dealings with Pat
Gray, then the acting FBI
director, Dean sensed a sim-
ilar willingness to cooperate
and that Gray was ex-
ploited. Gray made FBI re-
ports available to Dean, he
stashed evidence at the
White House’s request, All
of this Gray has acknowl-

edged.

The only resistence came
from the CIA which refused,
despite heavy White House
pressure, to play a part ei-
ther in taking the blame for
the Watergate or passing
along money to the conspir-
ators. Dean met twice with
Deputy CIA Director Gen.
Vernon Walters in a vain
try to bring him around.

In everything he did, to
further the cover-up during
that period of June and
July, Dean reported back to
Haldeman and Ehrlichamn.

The first discussion of
cover-up money, according
to Dean, came in a meeting
on the afternoon of' June 28
at Mitchell’s office in the re-
election committee. “There
was,” he said, “a discussion -
of the need for support
money in exchange for the
silence (of) the men in jail
and if the CIA could not do
it, they would have to find
the money somewhere else.”

Mitchell asked Dean to
get the approval of Halde-
man and Ehrlichman to use
Herb Kalmbach, the Presi-
dent’s personal lawyer ~and
one of his chief fund-rais-
ers, to round up the money.

“In an aside for my ears
only,” Dean continued,
(Mitchell) “told me that the
White House, in particular
Ehrlichman should be very
interested and anxious to ac-
comodate the needs of these
men. He was referring to ac-
tivities that they had con-
ducted in the past that rela-
ted to the White House,
such as the (break-in at the
pyschiatrist of Daniel Ells-
berg who leaked the Penta-
gon Papers to the press.
That project had been done
by the plumbers.)”

The next day Dean met
with Kalmbach at the May-

flower Hotel, but Kalmbach

was reluctant te go along.
“So I told him everything
knew about the case at that
time,” Dean recalled,
“including my concern that
it might involve the Presi-
dent himself, but I did not
know that for a fact. I also
told him that Haldeman,
Ehrlichman and Mitchell
felt it was very important to
raise the money.”

A week later Kalmbach
came back and met with
Dean in Lafayette Park to
tell him he had raised the
money and had it in his
briefcase, Dean said. Kalm-
bach had said he wanted
Ulasewicz to deliver the
cash, because he could be
trusted, Dean said. Dean did
not say how much was
passed at that time.

During the summer, and
into the fall, Dean contin-
ued to be involved in the
cover-up. He coached Ma-
gruder for a grand jury ap-
pearance in August at wlich
Magruder- perjured himself;
he helped in the effort to
block hearings on the War-
ergate planned by Rep. Pat-
man and on Sept. 15 he met
with Mr. Nixon.

In that meeting, Nixon



" said that J. Edgar Hoover
had told him shortly after he
took office in 1969 that his
1968 campaign had been
bugged. Mr. Nixon said that
at some point the facts on
that bugging should be got-
ten and used to “counter the
problems we were encount-
ering. The ceqnversation
touched on press coverage
of the Watergate and one
point, the President told
Dean, he said, “to keep a
good list of the press people
giving us trouble because
we will make life difficult
for them after the election.”



