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The’ Justice Department
was manipulated and pres-
sured repeatedly to assist
in a_coverup of the Water-
gate affair, John W. Dean
IIT:told the Senate Water-
gate committee yesterday.

Dean said that whenever
the federal investigation was
getting too close to the
White House, the calls went
out from him or other top
presidential aides to get the
Justice Department or the
FBI to lay off or ease up on
certam aspects of the probe.

Imtxally,,gmany of the calls
went.tosthen - Attorney- Ge—
ne%lchard Kleindienst '
and then - acting FBI Direc-
tor L. Patrick Gray IIL. As
ume went on, Dean. said,
more and more of the calls
were going to Henry E. Pe-
tersen, assistant attorney
general in charge of the Jus-
tice Department’s crlmmal
division.

Despite some damaging
testimony by Dean about
Gray and Kleindienst; it was
Petersen who emerged from
yesterday’s hearing as a key

figure — however reluctant
or unwilling — in the Water-

gate coverup.’ ,
Dean testified that Klein-

dienst was disliked by top |

White House aides John D.
Ehrlichman and H. R.
Haldeman and often did not
follow up on instructions giv-
en him by the White House.
Gray was regarded by some
at the White House as being
too zealous in his pursuit of
the ‘Watergate investigation,
Dean said.

But Petersen, according to

Dean’s account, was most’

often cooperative in han-
dling White House requests
during the coverup phase.

*V ISIT

Petersen,, pean said, first
came into the picture two or
three days after the Water-
gate arrests on June 17 of
last year. Dean said he had
gone to Kleindienst’s office

to express his concern that
the Watergate-probe “could
‘lead directly to the Pres1-'
dent.”

Dean said he found Klein-
dienst “dismayed and an-
gered that such a stupid
thing” as the Watergate ‘epi-
sode had occurred;: Klein-
dienst, . according to Dean
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h Watergate
conspxrator G. Gordon' Lid-
dy, accompanied by Nixon
campaign aide Powell
Moore, "had sought him out
at the Burning Tree Country

Club in Maryland the’ vyeek— -

end of the arrests. ;

“He (Kleindienst) said he
was incredulous when Liddy
stated that (former attorney
general) John Mitchell had
1ns’q;ucted him (Liddy) to
tell Kleindienst to get the
men who had been arrested
out, of jail.”

Dean said Kleindienst told
him “that he cut Liddy off
and told him he would not
talk wth him.” Dean said he
warned Kleindienst that if -
the investigation.led directly
to the White House, “I sus-
pected the chances of re-
electing the President would
be severely -damaged.’

ENTRANCE

It was then, Dean said,

that Klemdxenst called for
Petersen to come to his off-
ice. Petersen then came in,
gave a status report of the
Watergate 1nvest1gat10n and
then was told of Dean’s ‘con-
cern’ that the. probe could
lead into the White House
Dean said.

Petersen Dean said, “‘was
troubled by the case and the
implications of it.” A few
minutes later, alone with
Petersen, Dean said he had
told Petersen that “I didn’t

_ think ‘the White House could

withstand a w1de open mves-
tigation .
Dean sa1d he later told

Ehrlichman “that I felt Pe-

tersen would handle the
matter falrly and not:pursue
a wide open inquiry into ev-

White
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erything -~the. White House
had' “been .doing .for. . four

years.” Dean'said Petersen

had given him “the impres-
sion .
prob‘lems a wide open inves-

« tigation of the White House

might create in an electlon
year,”

CONTACTS
After that initial meetxng,

Dean said, there were many
more contacts with Peter-

© sen.. In mid-August, Jeb

Stuart Magruder, deputy
campaign manager, was to
testify before the® gr'and
jury. (Magruder has since
told the Watergate commit-

tee he committed perjury

before the grand jury and
latex: at the Watergate frial

: in January).

Because of concern from
Haldeman relayed through
an alde, that Magruder’s
grand jury testimony would
not hold up, Dean said he
called Petersen to find: out
how Magruder had per-
formed before the panel.

Petersen “called back and
said he (Magruder) -had
made it through by the skin
of his teet
_ This, Dean notes, was a
key point in the probe, “be
cause th1s meant that the in-
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angements for
AV. Colson.and other
House aides — Egil
Krogh Dwight Chapin, Gor-
don” Str;achan and David
Young. Under this arrange-
ment, Dean said, the wit-
nesses would not go before
the grand jury to beinterro-
gated, but rather would go
to the Justice’ Department
where they would give
sworn statemeiits without
their lawyers ' present “‘and
later the prosecutors would
read the statement to’ the
grand jury.” (I

Petersen also helped stlfle
an- mvestlgatmn into the al-

leged political espionageand .
sabotage activities of Don- .

ald Segretti, Dean: said.
Dean said that before Se-

. that he realized the

grettl s grand jury appear-
ange .he (Dean) told Deter-
sen ’(Z“Segrettl wasnotin- .
volved in the Water gate ingci-
dent but had performed
‘““some campaign activities’”
for the' White House under
the direction of Watergate
conspirator E. Howard Hunt ‘
Jr.

Dean-said he also told Pe-
tersen that Segretti was
being :paid for his work by
Herbert - Kalmbach, the
President’s personal attor-
ney, and that he had been
recruited by White House
aides Strachan and Chapin.
If this'information came out,
Dean ‘said he told Petersen,
it “would obviously be quite
embarrassing and could
cause politlcal problems
during ‘the waning weeks of
the election.”

Dean said Petersen an- -
swered that he ‘“understood .
the problem’ and,.later res
ported ‘‘that he did not be- -
lieve it was necessary for
the prosecutors™ to question
Segretti about” those mat-
telS o RO

He:said Petersen later told
him that prosecutor Earl Sil-
bert ““had tried to avoid get-
ing into:this area’” but that
it had n touched on when
“a grand juror had asked:.the °
question,s despite - the .fact
that the prosecutors had
tried to ‘gloss over it.”’.
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