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Just what is on those

Watergate tapes?..

United Press

WASHINGTON — What is
so important in President
Nixon’s Watergate tapes
that made Archibald Cox
fight so ‘hard to get them
that he wound up being
fired?

Apparently ne one except
the President and his former
top aides, whose voices are
recorded on them, really
knows. Asked recently if the
tapes were vital ‘for the
grand jury, Cox shrugged
and replied: “It’s vital that
we find out if they’re vital.”

The tapes cover nine con-
versations Nixon had with
aides. Here, from a sum-
mary Cox gave U.S. District
Judge John J. Sirica on Aug.
13, is what they contain«

@ A meeting on June 20,
1972, three days after the
- Watergate arrests. between

Nixon and his two top aides,

John D. Ehrlichman and 5, " this is proved,

. to establish that a conspira-

k. Haldeman Confcended
Cox: ““The inference that
they reported on Watergate
and-may well have recen«ed
instructions, is almostmes—
istible.”

@ A telephone conversa-
tion on June 20, 1972, he-
tween Nixon and John N.
Mitchell, his former attor-
ney general and then cam-
paign manager, which Cox
said will show how much
Mitchell reported about the
bugging.

o A meeting on June 30,
1972, between Nixon, Halde-
man and Mitchell the day
before Mitchell quit as cam-
paign chief. Cox said it
strains credulity to suppose”
that Watergate and its im-
pact on the campaign were
not discussed.

© A meeting on Sept. 15,
1972, the day indictments of
the Watergate seven came
down, between Nixon,
Haldeman and then White
House counsel John W. Dean
III. Dean testified he be-
lieved from that conversa-
tion that Nixon was aware of
the coverup. Cox said that if
“it will tend

¢y to obstruct- justice
reached the highest level of
government.”

e A meetihg on March 13,

1973 among Nixon, Dean and
Haldeman in which Dean
testified Nixon said he had
approved executive clemen-
cy for one of the convicted
conspirators and that there
would be no problem in rais-
ing $1 million to buy the de-
fendants’ silence.

e Two  meetings on
March 21, 1973. The first in-
volved Dean, Haldeman and
Nixon. Dean testified he'told
Nixon there was a “cancer
growing on the p1e51dency”
and told him the full story of
the coverup. The ‘second in-
volved those three as well as
Ehrlichman and Presiden-
tial Press Secretary Ronald
L. Ziegler.

¢ A meeting on March 22,
1973 " ambng Nixon, Dean,
Haldeman, Ehrlichman and
Mitchell that dealt solely
with Watergate. :

e A meeting on April 15,
1973 between Nixon and
Dean at which Dean ‘con-
fessed he had begun cooper-
aling with authorities and
Nixon dllegedly said he had
been “‘joking” about the $1
million and had beén “fg
ish” to discuss clemenc&




