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Editing -
tapes? It’s
easy to do

Knight News Service

There will be virtually no
way to tell if the White

House tapes have been edit- *

ed to add or remove materi-

al, one of the nation’s top re-

cording experts says.

“There are a lot of ways
tape-editing can be done and
it’s not a very difficult proc-
ess,” said Kayvan Mokh-
tarian, technical director of
the ndustry’s International
Tape-Association.

New editing techniques, he
said yesterday, would allow
the insertion or deletion of
entire sentences, words or
even syllables. :

“You can skip five sent-
ences, five words, or insert
the same amount,” Mokh-
tarian said. “You can do a
lot.”

Obviously, Mokhtarian
wasn’t speaking specifically
of the White House tapes —
but he said the same editing
techniques can be used on
any tape recording on earth,.

“Tape-editing is a daily
task that is being performed
by many hundreds of techni-
cians across the country.”’
he said. “Almost anys re-
cording you buy-in the mar-
ketplace has been edited. in-
cluding music. In fact, edit-
ing is anintegral part of any
recording sold today.”

Mokhtarian said it’s not-

even neécessary to touch the
original tape or cut it at any
point either in its form or its
edited form.

‘A division of Atlantic Rec- |

ords in New York City re-
cently used similar tech-
niques to produce a nhony
“novelty recording” of Pres-
ident Nixon accepting the
blame for planning the en-
tire Watergate affair.
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But Mokhtarian said even
migre- sophisticated waysiof

editing are now avail-
able — and wultra-cau-
- tious work could produce

a duplicate tape that could

not be distinguished from an _

unedited original. '

- The better. the editing, the
more difficult it would be to
detect — and there seems to
be no limit on the quality of
tape-editing today, he said. "

In the last analysis, he ex-
plained: the editing could be :
so perfect—even though it
drastically changed what
was on the original tape— -
that it could take monthsof
work by the nation’s top
electronies technicians to
come up with even a suspi-
cion that the tape had heen

edited. 9



