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Earlier to Drop Aides

Washington

Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Henry E. Petersen
urged President Nixon on
April 15 to suspend John
D. Ehrlichman and H. R.
Haldeman immediately be-
cause of their involvement
in the Watergate scandal,
sources close to the case
said yesterday.

Mr. Nixon announced the
“resignations’’ of the two of-
ficials two weeks later, on
April 30, but emphasized that
his " action should not he
“seen by anyone as evidence
of any wrongdoing by either
one.”

At a meeting on April 15,
the sources said, Petersen
and Richard G. Kleindienst,
then attorney general, gave
the President a briefing on
new evidence that had been
uncovered by federal prose-
cutors.

The evidence allegedly
showed that Haldeman, the

_former White House chief of

staff, and FEhrlichman. the
former domestic adviser
had been leaders of a wide-
soread coverup of the hug-
ging of the Democratic

- headquarters in June, 1972.

In his April 30 speech on
Watergate, Mr. Nixon de-
scribed Haldeman and Ehr-
lichman as ‘“‘two of the fin-
est public servants it has
been my privilege to know.”

A high White House otfi-
cial, asked why the presi-
dent waited two weeks before
requesting the resignations,
said only that ‘‘there would
be no comment at this time.”
time.”

Other sources with close
White House connections
said, however, that Mr.
Nixon had been angered and
distressed by the report
from Petersen, whom he
had placed in charge of the
Watergate inquiry one month
earlier.

In the two weeks following

his meeting with Petersen
and Klemchenst the Presi-
dent “developed a very ac-
tive policy of playing one
White House aide off against
another,” one source said.
“He was creating an envi-
ronment in Wh.lCh the prose-
cution could carry out 1ts in-
vestigation.

“When the whole story un-
folds 7 this source added,
“it wﬂl become very evxdent
that the President used that
period (between April 15 and:
April 30) very wisely to help
the government develop evi-

dence.”

Other sources said that
the three original federal
prosecutors — Earl J. Sil-
bert, Seymour Glanzer and
Donald E. Campbell — first
learned of the alleged exten-
sive coverup involvement of
Haldeman and Ehrlichman
from John W. Dean ITI, the
former White House counsel
who began talking in late
March about his role.

Within days, the sources
said, the prosecutors -- de-
seribed as being incredulous
about Dean’s testimony at
first — developed supporting
testimony from Jeb Stuart
Magruder, the former White
House aide who hasiagreed
to plead guilty to-coverup
charges.

After more 1nterv1ew> and
more corroborative testimo-
ny, sources said, the!prose-
cutors informed Petersen

“about these findings; and the

April 15 presidential meet-
mg was schieduled.
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