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Former presidential counsel 
Charles Colson yesterday dis- 

T  puted testimony by for er 
White House ' aide John D. 
Ehrlichman as to how the IA 
was drawn into the Watergate 
case and related incidents. 

Colson told the Sentate Ap- 
propriations' 	Investigations 
subcommittee he informed 
Ehrlichman that E. Howard 
Hunt, one of those assigned to 
investigate leaks of govrn-
ment , information, wanted 
clearance from the CIA. 

Ehrlichman in earlier testi-
mony said he never krlew 
about Hunt's • involvement in 
advance, and learned about it 
only when CIA officials called 
to see if Hunt should continue 
to get cooperation from the.  
agency. 	, 

Hunt, one of' the convicted 
Watergate burglars, obtained 
equipment from the CIA, in-
cluding disguises, which were  

used in the burglary of Daniel 
Ellsberg's psychiatrist's office 
and other incidents. 

Colson's testimony came be-
fore the Senate panel which 
oversees the CIA and is inves-
tigating what if any role the 
agency played in the Water-
gate coverup and other activi-
ties. 

Colson maintained that 
Hunt was on a legitimate 
White House assignment when 
he first made contact with the 
CIA. Colson hired Hunt to in-
vestigate the leaking of the 
Pentagon Papers, which Ells-
berg released to the press. 

Colson and Ehrlichman, who 
appeared before the commit-
tee last month, both said they 
did not make the call to the 
CIA that gave Hunt clearance. 
But Colson said Ehrlic.hman 
knew Hunt was seeking such 
approval. 

"On the 7th or 8th of July. 
1971, (which would have been  

by phone) I told Mr. Ehrlich-
man that Mr. Hunt wanted to 
establish a liaison with the 
CIA as well as with other,,gov-
ernment agencies," (Igs4son 
told the subcommittewarhe 
need for contact with -the XIA 
was immediate in that one of 
Mr. Hunt's first assignments 
was to interview Lt. Col- Lu-
cien Conein, who had been a 
principal CIA operative dur-
ing the period of the Diem 
coup." Colson's testimony was 
made in executive session, and 
only that part pertaining to 
Hunt's attempt to get CIA 
clearance was released. 

Appropriations Committee 
Chairman John L. McClellan 
said Colson's testimony .com-
pleted the committee probe of 
CIA involvement in the case. 

"Now it is our job to write a 
report and determine if the 
CIA was improperly 
volved," he said. "I think we 
have enough information to 
make a conclusion, but I'm not 

going to make any at tl 
point." 

He said the subcommitt 
Script to the Senate sele 
`committee investigating 
tergate. 


