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Conflict ong

| ow.Hunt
Got to CIA

W#shh1gton

|

Former presidential
aides Charles W. Colson
and John D. Ehrlichman
have given differing ac-
counts of how Watergate
consplrator E. Howard

Hunt approached the Cen- '

trél Intelligence Agency in

19 1, Senator -John
MgClelIan said yesterday.
he Arkansas Democrat
said Colson testified yester-
day in a private session that
he| told Ehrlichman that
Hunt “wanted to make con-
tact with the CIA for the
Whl‘ce House.
. But Ehrlichman had testi-
f;ed earlier that “he knew
nothmg about that,” McClel-
lan said. :
4| conFLicT
‘Already in
Wh ether Ehrlichman
deputy director of the
\, Marine General Rob-
ert Cushman, to clear the
y. for Hunt, Cushman has
said he recalls that Ehrlich-
man made such a call. Ehr-
hchman has sworn that he
COL‘ﬂdn’t recall making such
a contact, and believes he
would remember if he did.

cClellan released one?

pat ag‘raph of Colson’s testi-

mony “before his Senate ap-
propriations subcommittees*
On. the 7th or possibly 8th
of July, 1971 . . . I told Mr.
Ehﬁlchman thaL Mr. Hunt
ted to establish liaison
with the CIA as well as with
other government agencies..
The need for contact with-
the CIA was immediate in
that ©he . Hunt’séfiFst
assilgnmé"nts as to inter-
view Lieutenant Colonel Lu-
cie_:ln Conein who had been a

conflict is

; Hunt for

prmmpal CIA operative dur-
ﬁhe period ofi e D&em

coup

Vietnamese President Ngo
Dinh Deim was assassinated
in the 1963 overthrow of his
dovernment Conein is por-
in the Pentagon Pa-

having met with
‘etat plotters who
sough:n assurances the U.S.
gove“i‘nment would not betray
thelr plans.

McClellan said that Hurit
interviewed  Conein in
connection with leaks of the
Pen;Eagon Papers to the
press, and subcommittee
staff members said Colson’s
testimony indicated that no
investigation of Conein or
the CIA was involved.

Hunt’'s contact with the

-personally called the then | CIA in July, 1971, resulted in

* him

obataining equipment
used in preparing for the !
burglary of the office of |
Danjel Ellsberg’s psychia- |
trist, according to Cushman.

‘Ellsberg leaked the Penta-

gon Papers to the press.
Among the papers report-
edly taken from the White
House safe of Hunt after his
arrest in the Watergate
break-in were cables pur-

¢ porting falsely to implicate

former President John F.
Kennedy in the Diem assas-
sination.

Colson, who 1ecommended
White House

of this year"
cated the cables. But he had
ented any handin the fabri-

sciated Press




