Strachan Reportedly Gdieg |
! Buggmg Plan to Haldemin

5Hi§ Lawyer Tells Sehate Inquiry Staff
Ex-White House Azde Sent Datd “&%
Plot Before It Was Discovered

NYTimes

WASHINGTON, June 17—
An attorney for Gordon C.
Strachan, the former White
House aide, has told the Sen-
ate’s Watergate committee staff
that his client forwarded in-
formation about the Watergate
bugging plot to H. R. Haldeman
before the operation was dis-
covered a year ago today, ac-
cording to committee lawyers.

Mr. Haldeman, who resigned
as the White House chief of
staff in April, has denied under
oath having any knowledge of
the wiretapping operation at
Democratic National Commit-
tee headquarters here before it
was exposed by the arrest of
five burglars in the party's
Watergate offices.

John M. Bray, a Washington
lawyer who is representing Mr.
Strachan, could not be reached
'for comment on the report that
‘'his client was prepared to con-
‘tradict Mr. Haldemans sworn
assertion,

Magruder Told of Data

Jeb Stuart Magruder, the
former deputy director of the
Committee for the Re-election
of the President, told the Sen-
ate committee last week that
he had kept Mr. Strachan in-
formed of plans for the bugging
operation and of its progress,
as well as of later attempts to
cover up White House and re-
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involve-

election committee
ment in the plot.
But Mr. Magruder told the
Senators that he was not cer-
tain whether Mr. Strachan, who
he said had also read trans-
scripts of the overheard tele-

phone conversations, had passed,

any of the mformatlon on to
hlS superior.
Dean Report on Tap

There were these other ‘de-
velopments in the unfoldmg
Watergate drama today:

|9John W. Dean 3d wilb-tell
the Senate committee when he
testifies this week that it was
Mr. Haldeman who ¢
that a tap-besplaced on:thesof-
fice of Lawrence F. O’Brien,

the former Democratic national ||

chairman, according to Time
magazme

[!lln its issue on sale tomor-
row, Time reports that Mr.
Dean, a former White House

counsel, will also testify to his
be; ief that Charles W. Colson, a
former special counsel to Pres-
ident Nixon, had prior knowl-
edge of the bugging. Mr. Colson
has repeatedly denied having
such knowledge. In an inter-
view published today in The
Maine Sunday Telegram, he said
he would “stake my life” on
Mr. Nixon’s not being involved
in‘ Watergate.

illNewsweek magazine - re-
ports in its latest issue that
L.| Patrick Gray 3d, who re-
s1gned as acting director,
Fe{deral Bureau of Investig
in Aprll turned over confiden-
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'~ had no-reason to “presuppose”

the |

ion|
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ual F.B.I files on Waterg
tb Mr. Dean after being assured
by him that he was reporting
directly to Mr. Nixon on the
matter.

¢ President Nixon announced
last Aug. 29 that, on the basis
of an investigation by Mr.
Dean, no one then employed
by the White House or the re-
electlon committee had been
iBve ved in Watergate. The
W ~ House later conceded
that ‘Mr. Dean had made no
formal investigation.

- @Senator Howard H. B@ker
Jr the Watergate commi
vice chairman, disclosed in a
‘qelev151on interview that he
urged President Nixon last
Eebruary “not to invoke the
doctrine of executive privilege”
to limit the testlmony of pres-

*In ‘an appearance on the
Amerlcan Broadcasting Com-

“issues and answers”
Senator Baker, a
Tennessee Republican, sgid he

nany S,

that.the question of executive
prlvrlege would be raised in
nnéction with Mr!" Dean’s
forthcoming testimony, which
He believed would be “a rather
complete story.”
. QLawyers for former attor-
ney General John N. Mitchell
acknowledged that they planned
t» cite what they consider the
prejudicial effect of publicity
from his coming appearance be-
fore the Senate committee to

coppter his expected indict-
meg with the Watergate bug-
g;n‘ case.

Warns of Publicity Issug

“ Plato Cacheris, one _
Nlltchell’s attorneys, saig tl&.?t
although he did not expect
former Nixon campaign direc-
tor to invoke the Fifth Amend
thent  before the committee
when he test1f1es, some txme
thi summer, the issue of . pre-

. publicity “would have to
be Yaised” in any subsequent

Watergate trial.
« Mr. Mitchell was mdlcted by
@ Federal grand jury in New
York on May 10 in connection
\?nth a secret, $200,000 .cash

ntribution to the Nixon Re-

election campaign by Robert L.
Vesg;p, the financier. L
¥ Maurice H. Stans, the for-

ner ‘chief Nixon fund-rdiser,
was indicted at the same:time
on’ identical charges of perjury
and conspiracy to obstrict jus-
tice and to defraud the sbimitged
States. The--Senate-committee
carefully avoided k}ueshonlng
Mr. Stans on the Vesco mat-

ter:when he testified’ before: it|

~last Tuesday.

o

“Federaliigrand jury on’chdrges

- that, in the light of recent dis-

_Mr. Magruder told the com-
raitteedast Thursday that it-was
Mr..Mitehell who had givensthe
final,gpproval for the bugging
plans and had later helped to
concoct the cover-up story.
Sources close to Mr. Mitchell
have indicated that his account
of the matter, when it comes,
will differ substantially from
Mr. Magruder’s.

4 Alioto Assails Mitchell

" Mayor Joseph L. Alioto of
San - Francisco denounced Mr.
Mitehell today as an ‘fan evil
man who would do anything
fbrmﬂpohtlcal purposey’ zif:

- MbsAlioto charged ithat fis
dwn 1969 indictmentiisBgooa

of fee-splitting in. cofifiedtion
withidegal work:he had done
seforezassuming office was the
resulr omf: arrsecret, “political

sabotadgedi orgamzati‘on in the
Nixop—Administration headed
by the former  Attorney
General.

» The Mayor was subsequently
acquitted of the charges, which
were brought as he was pre-
paring to oppose the re-election
of Gov. Ronald Reagan of
Caljfornia, a Republican.

“In an appearance with other
Mayors @n a one-hour telecast
of N.B.C/’s “Meet the Press”
program,’ Mr. Alioto remarked

closure, ‘about Watergate, I
think the people will now un-
derstand the nature . of the
Lh:n'ges' that were - brought
against -me.’

“In angther development a
survey by the Opinion Re-
search Corporation, commis-
sioned by C.B.S. News, showed
that 48 per cent of those ques-
tionied believed that President
Nixon hdd knowledge of the
Waterga% cover-up plot.

« Doubt Advance Knowledge

- However, only 23 per.cent of
the 711 adult voters questioned
felt that the President knew in
advance of the actual break-in
and bugging at Watergate, while
44 per cent said they thought
he had no advance knowliEdge
of the incident.

- Fifty cent of those polled,
accordingf to C.B.S. News, said
they favored impeachmeﬂt“vro-
ceedings against the President
if it was established that he
had prior knowledge of-both
the break-in and the cover-up,
while 41 per cent said ‘they
would support impeachment
proceedings if it developed. that
Mr. Nixon knew only of the
copver-up itself.

. The Senate’s Watergate in-
vest1gat1ng committee, headed
by Sam J. Ervin Jr., Democrat
of North Carolina, will meet in
executive session tomorrow to
prepare for Mr. Dean’s testi
mony, which is scheduled o
begin on Tuesday andL ex-
pected to be the most drapigtic
sp far. ’




