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Judge Says 
He Refused 
Secret Post 

By' George Lardner Jr. 
•,,,, ishington Post Staff Writer 

A federal judge in Seattle 
said yesterday that former 
presidential adviser John D. 
Ehrlichman asked him in 
late 1970 to head a White 
House committee on duces-
tic intelligence. 

Judge Morel' E. Sharp 
saidle turned down the of-
fer after discovering to his 
surprise that the commit-
tee;s,iptistence was to be 
kepj secret. 

"I was not about to partic-
ipatelln a secret activity," 
he said. "I was happy to 
turn my efforts elsewhere." 

He said he understood 
that the committee was 
later created not as an arm 
of the White House, but as 
an adjunct of the Justice 
Department's recently abol- 
ished Internal Security,Divi- , sion. 

President.. ,, Nixon subse- ' 
quently--.appointed Sharp a 
federal judge for the west-
ern district of Washington 
state. He was a state Su-
preme Court judge when ap-
proached by Ehrlichman. 

Sharp said he withdrew 
his name from consideration 
for the committee post at a 
high-level White House 
meeting in late January of 
1971 with Ehrlichman, for-
Mer White House chief of 
staff ILL Haldeman, former 
Attorney General John N. 
Mitchell, ousted White 
House counsel John W. 
bean III, and "maybe" ..‘,13- 
ert C. Mardianr  then assist-
ant Attorney General in 
charge of the Internal Secu-
rity Division. 

President Nixon said May 
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221n a 4,000-word stateinent 
on the Watergate scandal 
that an Intelligence Evalua-
tion Committee—the group 
which Sharp was asked to 
head—was created in De-
cember of 1970 "to improve 
coordination among the in-
telligence community and to 
prepare evaluation and esti-
mates of 'domestic intern- , 

r. Nixon said hekinder-
stood that "its activities are 
under investigation.",But he 
said that "if it went beyond 
its Charter and did engage 
in any illegal activities, it 
was totally with 
knowledge Or authori 

In July, 1970, the Presi-
dent had approved a secret 
White House plan for spying 
on 1 domestic radicals—in-
cluding propoSats for '̀: what 
Mr. 	Nixon 	called 
"surreptitious entry—break-
ing and entering, in effect." 

Mr. Nixon approved the 
plani over warnings in beak-
ground memos that portions 

but hen rescinded it after 
of 	were "clearly illegal," 

five days because of objec-
tions from then FBI director 
J. Edgar Hoover. 

The president indieOeci 
that the Intelligence E "Wa- 
tion pornmittee was 
quently set up simply to 
prove working relationships 
"among our intelligence 
agencies." Its members in- 

eroded - representatives of 
the Ake House, C :1 
Intelligthce Agency, 	I, 
National Security Age , 
Secret Service, and depart-
ments of Justice, Treagtry 
and Defense. 

Then nearing the "4jriul tof 
an appointive term On the 
Washington state Supreme 
Court, Sharp said Ehrlich-
man called him on the *est 
Coast in the fall of 41970. 
lie said he had several 
things I might be interested 
in," including the intelli-
gence committee, Sharp re-
called. 

Sharp said he came to 
Washington, D.C.,' to meet 
with Ehrlichman around 
late October or early 'No-
vember. 

"He indicated and Tras-
sumed, that the committee 
was to evaluate existing in-,  
telligence agency reports," 
the judge said. He said he 
also got the impression that 
its formation and assign-
ment would be made public. 

Sharp said he attended 
two formative meetings of 
the committee, one around 
December in 1970 and ;the 
other around Jan. 10, 1971, 
at the Executive Office 
Building. He said Ehrlich-
roan did not attend, but he 
believed that Dean and Mar-
dian were present 'at both. 

The judge emphasfzed 
that he had "no expertise" 
in intelligence gathering, 
but got ,  the impression -- 
from Ehrliehman — that an 
outsider like himself with a 
judicial temperamentd 
been sought to smooth o er 
"the bureaucratic jealousies 
and perquisites" involve :di4 

The offer to Sharp' as 
first disclosed yester y 
morning in the Seattle-  Pat-
Inteffigencer. He elaborated 
later in a telephone inter-
view with The Washington 
Post. 

He said he was and still is 
"pretty green" about the 
federal bureaucracy, but it 
was evident to him at the 
second meeting in January 
that there was a clear "lack 
of enthusiasm" about /- the 
committee's formation. 

He said it was at the,,Sec-
ond meeting that he ,also 
learned that the committee 
was to be kept secret. "I 
don't know who it was who 
said that," he stated. "It just 
seemed to be kind of under-
Stood." 

Sh 	said he then,,,;,,,je- 
solvede his own mind that 
he Ni ed no part of the 
job. "I made up in my n 
mind that I wasn't going to 

get into the position, wnere 
I'd have to hedge or falsify 

know if falsify is 
e Heft word—about what 
as doing," he said. 

The judge said he (vas 
given a temporary office in 
the new Executive Office 

Building for the next two 
weeks, but conveyed his. de- 

- cision during that period to 
both Ehrlichman apd Dean. 
He sal4 he bowed out for-
mally at the meeting in 
Ehrlichman'‘s4  office in the 
White House in late Janu-
ary. 


