Haldeman’s diary shows no Juy 17 1978
record of '@ meeting with

Magruder in January, but

does record one on Feb. 14—

after the Watergate trial was

over—at which the job ques-

tion was discussed along with

Magruder’s thoughts at that
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Aide to Claim

HaldemanWas

Sent Bu Plan

By Peter Osnos
Washington Post Staff Writer
Gordon Strachan, a former aide to ex-White House
Chief of Staff H. R. (Bob) Haldeman, is prepared to
testify under oath that he sent Haldeman advance
plans for the bugging of Democratlc Party headquar-
ters at the Watergate, mformedx sources said yesterday.
Strachan will testify before ﬁhe Senate Select Water-

gate committee, according to
these ' sources that “the
things (Jeb Stuart) Magruder
told him, he told Haldeman.”

Magruder, former deputy
directoi of the Nixon re-elec-
tion campaign, testified be-
fore the Senate select com-
mittee last week that Strach-
an was fully briefed either
by telephone or with docu-
ments at each stage of the
planning of the Watergate
operation. Magruder testi-
fied that he “assumed”
Strachan had passed along
that information to Halde-
man.

“Strachan,” said one high-
ranking White House source,
“can put ten ropes around
Haldeman’s neck.” Strach-
an’s lawyer, John Bray, de-
clined to comment yesterday
on his client’s testimony.

Haldeman’s lawyer, John
dJ. Wilson, denied again yes-
terday that Haldeman had
any advance knowledge of
the Watergate bugging. “If
Strachan had knowledge,”
Wilson -said, “he did not
transmit it to Haldeman ”
Haldeman denied in a televi-
sion interview Friday any
involvement in the
“planning or the execution
of Watergate.”

In addition, Wilson yester-
day disputed Magruder’s
Senate testimony on Thurs-
day that he had told Halde-
man at a meeting before the
Watergate trial last January
about the “whole Watergate
situation”  including all
those included in the plan-
ning and the extent of the
cover-up.

*

Wilson said Haldeman has

tapes of three telephone
conversations sometime in
April—two between a Halde-
man aide’and Magruder and
one between Haldeman him-
self and Magruder—in

. sources,
‘bersenal knowledge that

Whlch Magruder said that
“In no way would he be able

“to hurt Haldeman” in his

Senate testimony. The calls
were made, Wilson said, af-

tér Magruder had decided to |

plead guilty to a single fel-
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dny cotnt and testify for the
prosecution. in any future
Watergate criminal trials.

| Wilson said he has given
coples of the tapes to the
Watergate prosecutors and
10 Senate investigators.

. The prosecutors could not
be reached for commient.
Senate sources who have Hs-
tened to the tapes said they
vs(ere consistent with Magru-
der’s testimony before the
Watergate committee. The
sources explained this seem-
ing contradiction with Wil-
s‘pn’s view of the tapes as es-
sentially a difference be-
tWeen the interpretation
given to the conversations
by Haldeman and that given
bg Magruder and investiga-
tmrs

LMagl uder did tell Halde-
man and his-aide Lawrence
Higbee, according to Senate

that he had no

Haldeman knew about the
bugging in advance, and
cpuld only tell the Senate
committee that he had given
the plans .to Strachan. That,
1n fact, is what Magruder
testlfled to on Thursday.

lsecondly, Haldeman con-
tends that his meeting with
Magruder was primarily to
dlscuss a job for Magruder
nL the second Nixon admin-
istration. Magruder testified
t at he also went to see
Haldeman to tell him “what
actually happened” in::the
Watergate affair.

Wilson said yesterday that

time about running for
litical office in California.

Haldeman, Wilson said,
did not learn about the
Watergate cover-up until a
meeting with Magruder and

po-

.former Attorney -General

John N. Mitchell on March
28. The telephone calls from
Magruder followed that
meeting, Wilson said.

“It becomes a question of
whose memory you trust
and whatever corroboration
you can get,” said one Sen-
ate investigator.” It’s our
job to lay the facts out as
best we can and let the pub-
lic draw their own infer-
ences.” .

Since no one else was
present at the Haldeman-
Magruder meetings, it is ap-
parently -ore man’s word
against the other. But-as to
whether Haldeman knew in
advance about the bugging,
Strachan’s testimony could

provide critical corrobora-
tion for Magruder’s version
of events and directly impli-
cate Haldeman. :
ter a meeting with Strachan’s

lawyer about 10 days ago,
chan’s lawyer about 10 days,
voted unanimously.to grant
Strachan partial immunity
from prosecution for his tes-
timony. The Justice Depart-
ment has invoked the statu-
tory 30-day delay before
Strachan can testify, mean-
ing that the earliest he
would appear at the Senate
hearings would be in about
three weeks.

The delay is to give the
prosecutors the opportunity
to prepare their case against,
Strachan, should they de-
cide to indiet him, without
using whatever testimony he
might give to the Senate.
Under the immunity. stat-
utes, that testimony cannot

be.used.-against Strachan in
any criminal case.

Strachan, who left the
White House last winter to
become general counsel for
the United States Informa-
tion Agency, resigned from
that job April 30. Haldeman
resigned from his job at the
White House on April 30.

At the Senate hearings
last week, Magruder testi-
fied that in addition to send-
ing Strachan all memos
about the preparations for
the Watergate bugging and
communicating to him by
telephone as development
unfeolded, he also showed
Strachan the logs of wire-
tapped conversations.

Strachan’s job was to
keep Haldeman fully ad-
vised on the operations of
the Nixzon campaign commit-
tee. Haldeman in turn, was
the liaison with President
Nixon. Magruder said that if

Strachan d1d his ‘job prop-
erly, he would have hueih‘d
Haldeman about the* bug-
ging. Magruder said under
“~questioning that he believed
Strachan (whose name ' igs
bronounced Strawn) was the
kind of man who would do
his job properly.

Meanwhile, former Whlte
House Counsel John ' W.
Dean III, who is reportedly
ready to testify under oath
that President Nixon: ap-
proved the Watergate cover-
up, spent five hours yester-
day behind closed doors
with . Senate investigators
outlining his story about the
Watergate affair for the
first time under oath.

Dean will be the first wit-
ness when the nationally felt
evised hearings of the Sen-
ate select Watergate com:
m1ttee resume Tuesday. His
festimony is expected- to
take two or three days




