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McGovern 
Asks Nixon 
To Tell All 

By Jules Witcover 
Washington POst Staff Writer 

Sen. George S. McGovern 
(D-S.D.), breaking a long 
post-election silence on tit* 
Watergate case, has call*. 
on President Nixon to "te 
everything he knows" to the d; 

• Senate Watergate commit-
tee, the the federal grand, 
jury and to the American'  
people through a full-blown: 
press conference. 

The 1972 Democratic prey-
idential mominee, in an kit 
terview with Elizab erfi 
Drew for the Public Broad-
casting Service to be aired 
at 6:30 p.m. today, said Mr: 
Nixon "has got to quit act-

- ing like he's a monarch„be. 
yond the reach of the press, 
Congress and beyond the 

_reach of the judicial system. 
- "He's 'a human being, he's 
the servant of the people," 
McGovern said, "and he's 
got to lay out his case in, as 
clear and concise a way as 
possible, if he expects tore-
store some measure of confi-
dence. 

"The whole electoral pre-
cess, I think, is now in 
doubt. I'm beginning to un-
derstand what Mr. Nixon 
meant a. few months ago 
when he insisted that South 
Vietnamese elections were 
as honest as ours. Appar-
ently that's true, if we can 
look back on what happened 
last fall." 

McGovern, While pressing 
the President to testify pub-
licly about Watergate, said 
it , was "premattire even to 
talk about" suggestions that 

• Mr. Nixon restgn. 

overn also said on the 
pub c television interview 
that he does not believe the 
Watergate bugging and rela-
ted acts of political egpio-
nage by the Nixon re:elec-
tion team "materially af-
fected the election." 

However, he said, had the 
American people "known 
and fully understood" the 

- cover-up of the Watergate 
by administration and re-
election campaign officials, 
"I think the outcome of the 
election' would have been 
entirely different." 

The South Dakota senator 
said he will "never fully un-
derstand" why the Water-
gate issue did not take hold 
during the campaign, de-
spite his repeated recitation 

s.,of its chief elements in 
stump speeches and on tele-
vision. 

Recalling his campaign 
charge that President Nixon 
headed "the most morally 
corrupt administration in 
American history," Mc-
Govern said: "Some people 
thought that was exaggera-
tion, but as far as I'm con-
cerned that statement is 

still , operative." 
He was not more effec-

tive; he suggested, because 
Americans "want to believe 
in the president . . . they 
were reluctant to ac 	'the 
indieations of moral illIkeak-
down and corruption In t this 
administration." 

In addition, McGbvern 
said, some of his own, cam-
paign mistakes "tended ... 
to divert attention ;from 
some of the wrongdoint that 

. was' going on on the other 
side." 

The 1972 Democratic 
standard-bearer said cam-
paign charges that he was 
"inconsistent" a n d "incom-
petent in the w a y we 
handled our staff" would 

- have paled if compared with 
the inconsistencies of Nixon 
aides on Watergate and 
their/ incompetence in that 
matter. 

Of the 1972 campaign; he 
said: "We didn't think you 
had to run a campaign as 
though it was a war. We 

: didn't apply security checks' 
on everybody, we didn't ap- 4 
ply lie detectors . . . We felt 
that this was a decent, hon- 

orable, honest country, and 
that we didn't have to be on 
guard against things of that 
kind." 

Exposure of the Water-
gate, he said, in the long run 
will be constructive because 
"it's going to break that pal-
ace guard around the Presi-
dent. He's not going to be so• 
isolated from here on out 
from the Congress, from 
the press, even from the 
leaders of his own Adminis-
tration." 

In a speech yesterday at 
the Bethesda-Chevy. Chase 
high-  school graduation of 

his youngest child, IVIarY; Mc-
Govern also charged that in 
using national security as a 
defense for political spying, 
"our system has been made 
more insecure than it has 
been since the Civil War." 

The student a u d ience 
stood and applauded' for 
McGovern, who won the 
school's straw poll against 
President Nixon last year. 
He said he hoped the Water-
gate case will persuade fu-
ture Presidents that they do 
not have "a mandate to rule 
behind closed doors without 
reference to the Congoss, 
to the press and to the 
American people." 

"Certainly 6:le 'ought to 
wait until the grand jury 

• has completed its work, wait 
• until the Ervin Committee, 

which I think is doing a good 
job, completes its work," he 
said. "And then there's , 
plenty of time to talk about4 
what the President's course 
ought to be." 


