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Washington 
H. R Haldeman's attor-

ney denied yesterday that 
the former White House 
chief of staff had learned 
of the Watergate coverup 
plot in January at a meet-
ing with Jeb Stuart Ma-
gruder. 

The lawyer, John Ji Wil-
son, said an appointment di-
ary, in which Haldeman's 
secretary had noted every-
one who went through his 
door, would show that he 
had, not met with Magruder 
until February 14. 

The session dealt with a 
government job for Magru-. 
der, Wilson asserted. Ac-
cotrling to Wilson, it was not 
until late in March, when 
President Nixon has said he 
reopened the Watergate in-
vestigation, that Magruder 
indicated a coverup had oc-
curred. 

Haldeman himself could 
not be reached for comment, 
but Wilson's statements on 
his behalf were essentially 1 
the same as thOse made un-
der 

 - 	. 	. 
 oath by the former pres-

idential adviser in pre-Val 
testimony' last month. '4' 

QONFLICT 
They conflict with t h e 

s w o N statements given 
Thury to the Seinate Wa-
tergat, Commitee by Ma- 

t 

gruder, who sengegiastlepu-
ty director of the, Nixon 
campaign organization. 

Magruder-  told the Sena-
tors that he, had sent full re-
ports on plans for tie espio-
nage efforts to one.ef Halde-
man's assistants, Gordon C. 
Strachan, i n the months 
prior to the Watergate ar-
rests on June 17. 

"I had to assume," Ma-
gruder said at one point, 
"that since I communicated 
completely (on the wiretap-
ping plot) that these Com-
munications were known. to 
Mr. Haldeman to some ex-
tent." 

DEPOSITION 
Magruder cautioned that 

this was "strictly an ,as-
sumption," and Haldeman 
rejected it entirely in,  his 
sworn deposition taken =in 
connection with civil litiga-
tion arising from the scan-
dal. It included this ex-
change: 

"Q. Prior to June 17 of 
1972, Mr. Haldeman, did you 
have any knowledge, person-
al or hearsay, of any plans 
to engage in a bugging at-
tempt at he Democratic 
National Committee head-
quarters? 

"A. I did not." 
The more serious issue in-

volves the alleged meeting 
in January, which Magruder 
described- in his testimony 
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as follows: 
"I thought probably that 

this maybe was becoming 
scapegoat time, and maybe 
I was going to be the scape-
goat, and so I went to Mr. 
Haldeman, and I said I just 
want you to know that this 
whole Watergate situation 
and the other activities was 
a concerted effort by a num-
ber of people, and so I went 
through a—liter*y---raono-
1 o e on what bad oc-
curred." 

This meeting took place 

before Magruder's testimo- , 
at the Watergate trial in 

January, according to his 
version. He perjured himself 
by covering up the plot, and 
he testified at the Senate 
hearing that Haldeman had 
known he was going to lie. 

Haldeman ,and Magruder 
agree that they talked over 
a job in the administiation 
for Magruder. But Magru-
der says this discussion was 
part of the January meeting 
a n d Haldeman's lawyer, 
Wilson, says it took place on 
February 14. 


