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H
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T
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T
he flat refusal of John B

. C
onnally 

to consider postponing a 60-day private 
trip

 arou
n

d
 th

e w
orld

 startin
g early 

next m
onth w

ith his w
ife, N

ellie, is the 
con

clu
sive p

iece of evid
en

ce th
at his 

o
n
e-m

o
n
th

 to
u
r o

f d
u
ty

 as a W
h
ite 

H
ouse consultant has been unrelieved 

disaster. 
U

n
in

v
ited

 to
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se fo

r 
the long, private chats that used to be 
a n

o
rm

al ro
u
tin

e o
f h

is life as S
ecre-

tary
 o

f th
e T

reasu
ry

, C
o
n
n
ally

 h
as 

been cut off from
 the flow

 of traffic so 
vital to the business of top-level gov-
ernm

ent. M
r. N

ixon has found neither 
th

e tim
e n

o
r in

clin
atio

n
 to

 receiv
e 

C
onnally's criticism

 and recom
m

enda-
tions. 

A
ccordingly, John C

onnally, object 
o
f th

e P
resid

en
t's u

n
stin

tin
g
 ad

m
ira-

tion w
hen he developed the N

ew
 E

co-
n
o
rn

ic P
O

licy
 in

 1
9
7
1
, is jo

in
in

g
 th

e 
h
eap

 o
f N

ix
o
n
 ad

v
isers w

h
o
 fell b

e-
cau

se th
eir ad

v
ice w

as u
n
p
alatab

le. 
C

o
n
n
ally

's resig
n
atio

n
 as co

n
su

ltan
t 

n
o
w

 seem
s certain

 an
d
 h

is retu
rn

 to
 

the adm
inistration in M

r. N
ixon's sec-

ond term
 doubtful. T

houghts of seek-
ing the R

epublican presidential nom
i-

nation, in 1976 seem
 far from

 C
onnal-

ly's m
ind. 

A
fter his dram

atic sw
itch to the R

e- 

p
u
b
lican

 P
arty

 M
ay

 2
, C

o
n
n
ally

 h
ad

 
not the rem

otest intention of accepting 
an

y
 assig

n
m

en
t in

 R
ich

ard
 N

ix
o
n
's 

W
hite H

ouse, just then starting to feel 
the heat of W

atergate. 
B

ut w
hen the W

hite H
ouse publicly 

announced he had agreed to beC
om

e a 
"p

art tim
e" co

n
su

ltan
t, C

o
n
n
ally

 w
as 

hooked. H
e accepted it in good grace, 

ev
en

 th
o
u
g
h
 h

e w
as fo

rced
 to

 tak
e 

leav
e fro

m
 h

is law
 firm

 an
d
 resig

n
 

fro
m

 co
rp

o
rate b

o
ard

s o
f d

irecto
rs. 

C
onnally assum

ed he w
ould m

ove into 
a lo

fty
, o

b
v
io

u
sly

 p
o
w

erfu
l p

erch
 in

 
the W

hite H
ouse, from

 w
hich to help 

M
r. N

ixon find a w
ay out of the W

ater-
gate w

ilderness. 
"It seem

ed
 lik

e an
 attractiv

e ch
al-

lenge," one C
onnally intim

ate told us. 
"It to

o
k
 h

im
 b

ack
 to 1971, w

h
en

 h
e 

saved N
ix

o
n
 b

y
 fin

d
in

g
 a w

ay
 o

u
t o

f 
the inflation w

ilderness." 
If that in truth w

as C
onnally's m

ood, 
it lasted

 o
n
ly

 u
n
til h

is first d
ay

 in
 

W
ashington, 'M

ay 10. O
n that day, he 

spent close to one hour w
ith M

r. N
ixon 

in the total privacy of his office. 
S

peaking from
 his experienot as an 

u
n
co

m
m

o
n
ly

 sh
rew

d
 p

o
litical o

p
era-

tive, C
onnally pulled no punches w

ith  

the P
resident. W

atergate w
as a poten- 

tial adm
inistration-killer, he said. H

e 
w

arn
ed

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 w

ith
 p

o
lite b

u
t 

D
u
tch

-u
n
cle fran

k
n
ess th

at h
e co

u
ld

 
"tu

rn
 th

e situ
atio

n
 aro

u
n
d
" o

n
ly

 if h
e 

acted
 im

m
ed

iately
 to

 let o
u
t th

e facts 
a
n
d
 o

n
ly

 if h
e
 to

o
k
 im

m
e
d
ia

te
 

"m
in

im
al step

s" to
 sh

o
w

 th
at h

is ad
-

m
inistration w

as still functioning. 
T

hat w
as m

ore than P
resident N

ixon 
ap

p
aren

tly
 b

arg
ain

ed
 fo

r, fro
m

 C
o
n
- 

nally or anybody else. It w
as the sever-

est critique of M
r. N

ixon's deepening 
predicam

ent ever heard by a P
resident 

w
hose dislike for either advice or bad 

new
s is notorious. 

A
s a result, acconding to friends of 

b
o
th

 M
r. N

ix
o
n
 an

d
 C

o
n
n
ally

, th
e 

P
resident has not seen C

onnally alone 
fo

r a sin
g
le co

n
v
ersatio

n
 sin

ce th
at 

first day. 
T

hus, w
hen the P

resident asked C
on-

nally to study a new
 anti-inflation pro- 

g
ram

 w
ith

 th
e reg

u
lar W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

and T
reasury econom

ic advisers, C
on-

nally found him
self w

ithout staff, w
ith- 

out statistics and w
ithout a factual ba-

sis for recom
m

endations. T
oo proud to 

ask
 fo

r sp
ecial aid

 fro
m

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse, he w

orked the past m
onth, of-

ten alone and lonely, from
 S

uite 681 at 
the M

ayflow
er H

otel. 

M
oreover, C

onnally found a chaotic 
situ

atio
n
 am

o
n
g
 th

e P
resid

en
t's reg

u
-

lar eco
n
o
m

ic ad
v
isers: co

n
trad

icto
ry

 
and conflicting econom

ic theories, con-
stantly changing input from

 the sam
e 

officials, and continuous procrastina-
tion. 

It has becom
e an abhorrent situation 

for C
onnally, strongm

an in the 1971-
1
9
7
2
 N

ix
o
n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
. T

h
en

, h
e 

kept H
. R

. (B
ob) H

aldem
an, the justly-

feared
 W

h
ite H

o
u
se ch

ief o
f staff, 

w
aitin

g
 to

 see h
im

 o
u
tsid

e h
is T

reas-
ury office on three occasions and once 
baw

led out H
aldem

an for throw
ing his 

w
eight around. N

ow
, C

onnally has be-
co

m
e "a flo

atin
g
 eu

n
ich

 in
 ch

arg
e o

f 
n
o
th

in
g
," in

 th
e w

o
rd

s o
f a d

ev
o
ted

 
C

onnally intim
ate. 

In that context there is nothing sur-
p
risin

g
 in

 C
o
n
n
ally

's d
ecisio

n
 n

o
t to

 
postpone his leisurely round-the-w

orld 
to

u
r. W

h
at n

o
w

 w
o
rries R

ep
u
b
lican

 
p
o
litician

s h
o
p
in

g
 fo

r a m
iracu

lo
u
s 

N
ixon cure from

 the ills of W
atergate 

is w
hether that other tough, independ-

en
t an

d
 v

ersatile R
ep

u
b
lican

, M
elv

in
 

R
. L

aird
, w

ill en
co

u
n
ter sim

ilar p
it-

falls in
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se after h

e b
e-

gins M
onday. T

h
e fall of C

on
n

ally is 
regrettab

le; th
e fall of L

aird
 cou

ld
 b

e 
fatal. 
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