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New Surveillance Revelations 

Secret Wiretaps on Ellsberg 

on 
The- hite House re-

ceived information in 1971: 
from prevously_i,Wis-
closed wiretaps on the 
ferefiriones of Pentagon 
Papers defendant Daniel 
Ellsberg and former New 
York Times reporters Neil 
Sheehan and Tad Szule, 
according to informed 
government sources. 

Despite repeated demands 
by the judge in Ellsberg's 
trial that the government in-
form the court of any elec-
tronic,  surveillance of Ells-
berg, the tap on his,  tele-
phone was never disclosed. 

The sources said that fed-
eral investigators are at-
tempting to determine who 
ordered and executed the 
three wiretaps and why the 
judge was never informed of 
the Ellsberg surveillance. 
FBI records show no evi-
dence of the existence of the 
three taps, the sources said. 

cording to the sources, 
th White House special in-
ve gations unit known as 
"t 	Plumbers" regularly 
re ived transcripts from 
th tape on Ellsberg, Shee-
han and Szulc for at least -
several months during 1971. 

UNIT 
Members of the special 

unit, which has created by 
direct order of President 
Nixon, included E. Howard 
Hunt Jr. and G. Gordon Lid-
dy, who were later convicted 
in the Wateigate bugging 
conspiracy and who also su-
pervised the burglary of 
Ellsberg's psychiatrist's of-
fice. 

Transcripts from the Ells-
berg tap, which was in-
stalled on his home tele-
phone, were received at the 
White House as early as 

_May, 1971, according to gov-
ernment sources. That is the 
month before the New York 
Times printed the Pen-
tagon Papers,f which Ells-
berg had provided to Times 
reporter Sheehan several 
months earlier. 

It is also a month before 
the ,White House has said 
"the Plumbers" were 
formed to investigate leaks 
to the news media. 

The allegation that the 
White House received infor-
mation from the Ellsberg 
tap in May is the first inch- 

'cation . that officials . there 
had a serious interest in the 
surveillance of Ellsberg be-
fore the publication of the 
Pentagon Papers i n the 
press. It has been., reported 
previously that the FBI was 
investigating _Ellsberg be- 
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fore .:publication of the-  pa-
pers. 

REPORTS 

Ofie Justice DepartMent 
source said that the White 
House "Plumbers" also re-
ceived some reports .hased 
on physical surveillance of 
EllSberg's movements: 

Although the White House 
has said publication of the 
Pentagon Papers in June, 
1971, led to formation of 
"the, Plumbers," two ,White 
House aides — Egil Krogh 

Jr. and David Young -- al-
ready were involved in an 
investigation of Ellsberg in 
May, according to goNern-
ment sources. 

Krogh and Young both su-
pervised the activities of 
"the Plumbers," and report-
ed to John D. Ehrlichrnan, 
then President Nixon's prin-
cipal deputy for domestic 
policies. A spokesman for 
Ehrlichrhan said yesterday 
that Ehrlichman had n o 
knowledge of wiretaps on 
Ellsberg. Sheehan or Szulc. 

One source familiar m,ith 
the Work of "the Plumbers" 
said that the unit "was,  get-
ting daily reports on Ells-
berg's home phone conies-
sations for at least rOur 
months in 1971." 

The transcripts routed" to 
the White House from the 
taps, of reporters Sheehan 
and Szulc were less regular 
and ,extended over a period 
of several months in 1971, 
according to two government 
sources. 

The Sheehan and Szulc 
taps raise to at least seven 
the number of reporters said 
to have been tapped by the 
Nixon administration. - 

Previously, the FBV dis-
closed that four reporters 
were among 17 per-sons 
tapped from May, 1969, to 
February, 1971. Reliable 
goverimient sources identi-
fied the four as New York 
T 	e s reporters William 
Be her and Hedrick Smith, 
La 6n Sunday Times re-
porter Henry Brandon, and 
CBS reporter Marvin Kalb. 

In addition, government 
sources have said that for-
mer White House aideJohn 
C. Caulfield, a former aide 
to Ehrlichman, tapped the 
telephone of syndicated col-
umnist Joseph Kraft in 1969. 

The Pentagon Pipers case 
against Ellsberg was dis-
misied last month after it 
wag*, revealed that the gov-
ernraent h a d intercepted 
several of Ellsberg's conver-
sations when he used the tel-
ephone of Morton H. Halper-
in, one of the 17 government 
taps. 

The transcripts of 1i hose 
conversations were discov-
ered in Ehrlichman's White 
House safe by the FBI last 
month although the prosecu-
tors in the Ellsberg case had 
insisted that there were no  

government wiretaps o f 
Ellsbergir,  ednversations. 

The federal sources said 
that they are unable to, re-
late the Ellsberg, Sheehan 
anrSzuk taps to the 17 taps 
CIA President Nixon said 
were "terminated" in Feb-
ruary, 1971, because the 
sources said they have infor-
mation showing specifically 
that the three taps were 
effect after February, 1971. 

Last month, when acting-
FBI director William D. 
Ruckeishaus released a pub-
lic statement on the missing 
records of the 17 wiretaps, 
h e specifically said that 
"four were placed on news-
men as the potential recipi-
ents of leaks and 13 on gov-
ernment employees. 
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