
W
eickV

i s' L
ashes A

gnew
 L

rlttack  on P
robe 

B
y C

arl P
. L

eubsdorf 
A

ssociated P
ress 

S
ev

eral sen
ato

rs, in
clu

d
-

ing a R
epublican m

em
ber of 

th
e W

aterg
ate in

v
estig

atin
g
 

co
m

m
ittee, d

efen
d
ed

 th
at 

panel yesterday against crit-
ic

ism
 b

y
 V

ic
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t 

S
piro T

. A
gnew

. 
A

g
n
ew

, in
 a sp

eech
 in

 S
t. 

L
ouis M

onday, accused the 
co

m
m

ittee h
ead

ed
 b

y
 S

en
. 

S
am

 J. E
rvin Jr. (D

-N
.C

.) of 
indulging in a "gross perver-
sio

n
 o

f ju
stice" an

d
 said

 th
e 

P
to

b
e "ten

d
s to

 co
m

p
licate  

the search for truth by m
ak-

ing both w
itnesses and com

-
m

ittee p
lay

ers o
n
 a sp

o
t-

lighted national stage." 
O

ne of the sharpest reac-
tions cam

e from
 R

epublican 
S

en
. L

o
w

ell P
. W

eick
er Jr. 

of C
onnecticut, a W

atergate 
com

m
ittee m

em
ber. 

In
 th

e
 y

e
a
r sin

c
e
 th

e
 

W
atergate break-in, he said, 

"W
h
at tru

th
 h

as em
erg

ed
 

h
as co

m
e fro

m
 th

e p
ress, 

the courts and the E
rvin C

om
-

m
ittee." 
T

he C
onnecticut R

epubli- 

can
 d

eclared
 in

 h
is state-

m
ent that A

gneviss concern 
th

at so
m

e g
u
ilty

 p
erso

n
s 

m
ay

 g
o
 free b

ecau
se o

f th
e 

p
ro

b
e "is a co

n
cern

 at o
d
d
s 

w
ith

 th
e
 a

c
tio

n
 o

f h
is

 
branch of the governm

ent." 
"D

a
n
ie

l E
llsb

e
rg

, th
e
 

W
h
ite P

an
th

ers in
 D

etro
it, 

th
e C

am
d
en

 2
8
, an

d
 th

e 1
1
 

g
a
m

b
lin

g
, n

a
rc

o
tic

s a
n
d
 

bribery cases in M
iam

i w
ere 

all p
rclv

ecu
q
o
n
s th

at w
ere 

f-th4o*n outliecause of illegal 
co

n
d
u
ct o

n
 th

e p
art o

f t 
E

x
ecu

tiv
e B

ran
ch

,"M
ck

er 
added. 	

• 
D

em
o
cratic criticism

 o
f 

th
e A

g
n
ew

 sp
eech

 cam
e 

from
 M

ajority L
eader M

ike 
M

an
sfield

 o
f M

o
n
tan

a an
d
 

h
is assistan

t, S
e; R

o
b
ert C

. 
B

y
rd

 o
f W

est V
iin

ia. 
"I th

in
k
 th

is is a su
p
erb

, 
n
o
n
p
artisan

 co
m

m
ittee," 

said M
ansfield. V

oting that 
m

u
c
h
 o

f th
e
',  o

rm
a
tio

n
 

th
a
t le

d
 to

 c
o
n
y
 

th
e T

eap
o
t D

o
m

e 
of the 1920s cam

e fr 
S

enate investigation 

case, M
ansfield said he ex-

pecti the sam
e thing to hap-

pen this tithe. 
B

y
rd

also
 

d
efen

d
ed

 
the 

c
o
m

m
itte

e
 a

n
d
 s

a
id

 
"M

eth
in

k
s, th

e v
ice p

resi-
dent doth protest too m

uch" 
w

h
en

 h
e say

s th
e co

m
m

it-
tee's televised hearings m

ay 
m

ake it im
possible to get an 

im
p
a
rtia

l ju
ry

 to
 try

 th
e
 

W
atergate cases. 
"If Jack R

uby, after shoot-
ing L

ee H
arvey -O

sw
ald in 

fu
ll v

iew
 o

f screen
s o

f m
il-

_lions of television view
ers, 

,co
u
ld

 g
et a fair trial b

y
 an

 
in partial jury; if S

irhan S
ir-

h
an

, p
h
y
sically

 o
v
erco

m
e 

by R
osie G

reer in full view
 

of shocked m
illions follow

-
in

g
 th

e
 sh

o
o
tin

g
 o

f S
e
n
. 

R
obert K

ennedy, could get a 
fair trial before an im

partial 
ju

ry
; su

rely
 it w

ill n
o
t b

e 
im

p
o
ssib

le to
 select an

 im
-

partial jury in a far less dra-
m

atic an
d
 less em

o
tio

n
al 

case involving W
atergate of-

fenders," B
yrd said. 

S
enate R

epublican L
eader 

H
ugh S

cott, w
hile declining 

to criticize A
gnew

's rem
arks 

directly, said the E
rvin com

-
m

ittee is d
o
in

g
 "A

 fair an
d
 

u
n
b
iased

, n
o
n
p
artisan

 jo
b
." 

S
co

tt said
 h

e is n
o
t ag

ain
st 

perm
itting it to proceed. 


