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Politics, W
atergate and T

elevision 
B
y
 
J
a
m
e
s
 
R
e
s
t
o
n
 

W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

—
For the last couple 

o
f y

ears th
e N

ix
o
n
 A

d
m

in
istratio

n
, 

w
ith V

ice P
resident A

gnew
 leading the 

ch
arg

e, h
as b

een
 p

ro
testin

g
 ag

ain
st 

w
h
at it calls "in

stan
t an

aly
sis" o

f 
P

resid
en

tial sp
eech

es b
y
 telev

isio
n
 

com
m

entators, and now
 the C

olum
bia 

B
roadcasting S

ystem
 has announced 

that it w
ill abandon this practice. 

T
h
e tim

in
g
 en

d
 reaso

n
in

g
 o

f th
e 

C
.B

.S
. decision are a little puzzling. If 

anything, C
.B

.S
. has been even m

ore 
insistent than N

.B
.C

. or A
.B

.0 in de-
m

anding that all the rights and obliga-
tio

n
s o

f th
e p

ress u
n
d
er th

e F
irst 

A
m

endm
ent should apply equally to 

broadcasting 
Y

et, just w
hen the broadcasting in-

d
u
stry

 w
as b

eg
in

n
in

g
 to

 g
et stro

n
g
 

p
u
b
lic su

p
p
o
rt fo

r th
is p

rin
cip

le o
f 

e
q

u
a
l p

ro
te

c
tio

n
 u

n
d
e
r th

e
 F

irst 
A

m
endm

ent, and precisely w
hen the 

public w
as learning from

 the W
ater-

gate scandals that m
aybe P

residential 
statem

ents needed the m
ost searching 

an
aly

sis, "in
stan

t" an
d
 o

th
erw

ise, 
C

.B
.S

. announces that it w
ill adopt a 

policy of "delayed reaction." 
P

resum
ably, this decision w

as m
ade 

by W
illiam

 P
aley of C

.B
.S

. in order to 
b
e fair to

 th
e P

resid
en

t an
d
 h

e h
as a 

p
o
in

t. T
o
 h

av
e a carefu

lly
 p

rep
ared

 
P

resid
en

tial ad
d
ress o

n
 th

e co
m

p
li-

cated, am
biguous and even dangerous 

problem
s of the day subjected to the 

im
m

ediate im
pressions of the C

.B
.S

. 
stars obviously troubles the m

an in the 

W
hite H

ouse. T
hey w

ould rather have 
R

ather w
ait. 

T
his all seem

s fair enough, until you 
th

in
k

 ab
o

u
t ju

st h
o

w
 fair it is. T

h
e 

p
ro

b
lem

 o
f av

o
id

in
g
 su

d
d
en

 o
r .ill-

co•nside.red reactions to P
residential 

speeches is not created by the broad-
casters but by the P

resident. W
henever 

the P
resident decides to m

ake a m
ajor 

sp
eech

, it is co
n
stru

cted
 w

ith
 th

e 
g
reatest care, after d

ay
s an

d
 ev

en
 

w
eeks of preparation and calculation 

an
d

 is read
y

, su
b
ject to

 last-m
in

u
te 

accidents, long before it is delivered. 
T

h
e rep

o
rters an

d
 co

m
m

en
tato

rs 
engage in "instant analysis" only be-
cau

se th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se h

o
ld

s b
ack

 
the text until the last m

inute, though 
th

e tex
t is p

rep
ared

, co
m

p
leted

 an
d
 

m
im

eo
g
rap

h
ed

 m
an

y
 h

o
u
rs b

efo
re. 

T
he W

hite H
ouse w

ants it that w
ay. 

It w
an

ts to
 create a carefu

lly
 calcu

-
lated public reaction from

 the A
m

er-
ican people, w

ithout any "yes buts" 
fro

m
 th

e co
m

m
en

tato
rs. In

 sh
o
rt, it 

blam
es the netw

orks for reacting too 
quickly to P

residential speeches and 
being "unfair," though it has unfairly 
d
en

ied
 th

em
 th

e tex
ts in

 tim
e to

 
m

ake the careful and thoughtful anal-
y
sis it say

s it w
an

ts. 
A

cco
rd

in
g
ly

, it is o
d
d
 th

at B
ill 

P
aley, of all people, should im

pose a 
hard rule of no instant analysis on his 
correspondents, especially since, w

ith 
the best w

ill in the w
orld, it is unen-

forceable. T
he P

resident m
akes state-

m
en

ts ev
ery

 d
ay

, an
d
 th

e C
.B

.S
. 

W
hite H

ouse correspondent reports  

o
n
 th

em
 an

d
 co

m
m

en
ts o

n
 th

em
. Is 

M
r. P

aley
 g

o
in

g
 to

 tell. h
is W

h
ite 

H
ouse correspondent m

er'ely to report 
w

h
at th

e P
resid

en
t say

s ev
ery

 d
ay

 
an

d
 n

o
t an

aly
ze w

h
at th

e P
resid

en
t 

said until later? If so, John C
hancellor 

an
d
 D

av
id

 B
rin

k
ley

 at N
.B

.C
., an

d
 

H
ow

ard K
. S

m
ith and H

arry R
easoner 

at A
.B

.C
. are going to have a field day. 

T
his issue of "fairness" and "instant 

analysis," of course, is only one illus-
tration of the m

uch larger problem
 of 

the role of television in A
m

erican po-
litical life. "E

q
u
al tim

e" u
n
d
er th

e 
present so-called "fairness doctrine" 
is neither "equal" nor "fair." 

If th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se an
n

o
u

n
ces in

 
advance that the P

resident w
ill m

ake 
a "m

ajor announcem
ent" on M

onday 
night at 9 o'clock—

on prices, V
ietnam

 
or W

atergate—
he is assured of a vast 

T
V

 au
d
ien

ce. B
u
t ev

en
 if th

e co
m

-
m

en
tato

rs o
r D

em
o

crats are g
iv

en
 

equal tim
e on W

ednesday, the audi-
ence w

ill not be the sam
e or. "equal" 

an
d
 th

e d
eb

ate w
ill certain

ly
 n

o
t 

therefore be "fair." 
A

ctu
ally

, th
e p

ro
b
lem

 o
f "in

stan
t 

analysis" of P
residential speeches is 

m
uch sim

pler than the problem
 of tele-

vision's role in the courts and in the 
W

atergate hearings. 
In general, judges have banned the 

telev
isio

n
 cam

eras fro
m

 th
e co

u
rt-

ro
o

m
s o

n
 th

e g
ro

u
n

d
 th

at th
ey

 p
u

t 
u

n
n

ecessary
 an

d
 u

n
fair p

ressu
re o

n
 

sensitive w
itnesses and create an _at-

m
osphere of tension and theater. 

E
xcept on special occasions, such as 

the P
resident's S

tate of the U
nion ad-

dress before the C
ongress, television 

has been kept out of the S
enate and 

the H
ouse, but the S

enate has perm
it-

ted
 m

an
y
 o

f its h
earin

g
s to

 b
e tele-

vised, w
hile the H

ouse has not. 
W

h
at to

 d
o
 ab

o
u
t all th

is—
ab

o
u
t 

the right of w
itnesses to testify w

ith-
out undue television pressure, and the 
rig

h
t o

f th
e p

u
b
lic to

 k
n
o
w

 w
h
at is 

going on—
is an unresolved question, 

w
hich the W

atergate scandals have 
brought to the fore. 

A
rchibald C

ox, the W
atergate prose-

cu
to

r, w
an

ts th
e S

en
ate telev

isio
n
 

h
earin

g
s lim

ited
 lest th

ey
 in

terfere 
w

ith the prosecution and conviction 
of people w

ho m
ay have broken the 

law
. S

en
ato

r S
am

 E
rv

in
 o

f N
o
rth

 
C

arolina w
ants the televised hearings 

to go on in order to educate the pub-
lic and provide a basis for new

 cor-
rective law

s. 
T

h
is is a d

ev
ilish

 d
ilem

m
a th

at 
n
eed

s carefu
l stu

d
y
 fo

r th
e d

ay
s 

ahead, w
hen television w

ill play an 
increasingly pow

erful role in political 
cam

paigns and in educating voters. 
B

u
t m

ean
w

h
ile, w

e n
eed

 all th
e 

an
aly

sis w
e can

 g
et o

f P
resid

en
tial 

pow
er and television pow

er, for if the 
P

resident can use all the pow
er of his 

office and com
m

and instant access to 
th

e T
V

 n
etw

o
rk

s, w
ith

o
u
t in

stan
t 

analysis of w
hat he says, the A

m
eri-

can political system
 w

ill be even m
ore 

u
n
b
alan

ced
 th

an
 it w

as at th
e b

e-
ginning of the W

atergate scandals. 


