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Stans Denies Any 
Role in Watergate 
He Tells of 
Raising 

GOP Funds 
N.Y. Times Service 

Washington 
Maurice H. Stansi  

forced to appear before 
the Senate Watergate 
committee, yesterday de-
nied any involvement in 
the scandal and pleaded 
ignorance about many of 
the activities of the Nix-
on re-election-campaign. 

The former Secretary 
of Commerce, who served 
as President Nixon's chief 
fund- raiser durOg the 
1.972 campaign, disavowed 
a 1971 memorandum sug-
gesting that he was using 
government funds to ben-
efit the President's re-
election. 

He said he didn't know 
why Mr. Nixon's personal 
lawyer, Herbert W. Kalm-
bach, needed "all the cash I 
can get" juit aft ei the ar-
rest of five men at he Wat-
ergate offices of the Demo-
cratic National Committee 
on June 17. 

Stuns told the committee 
he had been unaware of the 
sizable amount of "campaign 
cash drawn during the first 
five months of 1972 and used 
in the Watergate plot by G. 
Gordon Liddy, later convict-
ed for his role. 

Stans testified that he had 
no idea,how $114,000 in cain-
paign thecks were passed 
through the bank account of  

another, conspirato-f, B e r-
nerd L. Barker, t he said 
that the transaction must have been handled by Liddy. 

FINANCIAL 
Stans, the most senior 

presidential adviser to be 
called so far in the Senate 
hearings, was sought for 
questioning principally 
about financial aspects of 
the bugging and subseqient 
efforts to cover it up. 

He was asked, for exam-
ple, about major transac-
tions in these parts of the 
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scandal and about testimony 
by other witnesses that he 
had discussed with former 
attorney general John N. 
Mitchell payments of $199,-
000 to Liddy. 

The Senate investigators 
intend to explore later the 
broader questions in fund-
raising activity on Mr. Nix-
on's behalf—which produced 
more than $50 million. Stuns 
will presumably be recalled. 

INDICTED 
The former Commerce sec-

retary was among those in-' 
dieted on May 10 by a feder-
al grand jury in New York. 
He was charged with con. 
spiracy to defraud the U.S. 
conspiracy to obstruct jus-
tice, and perjury. 

The accusations stemmed 
from a $200,000 •cash contri-
bution to the Nixon cam-
paign by Robert L. Vesco, a 
financier then under investi-
gation by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 

Robert W. Barker, one of 
the three attorneys who ac-
companied Stans to the wit- 
ness table yesterday, read a 

sstatement for nearly 15 min- 
• utes objecting to his client's 
appearance until the indict-
ment had been "disposed 
of 	, 

Barker argued that forc- .  

ing Stans to testily now 
would result' in prejudicial 
publicity, would make it 
hard to find an impartial 
jury, and would compel him 
to present his case before 
trial in New York. 

TO invoke his fifth Aanend-
ment's privilege against self-
incrimination would "tend 
to degrade and embarrass" 
Stens, his lawyer said, and 
would brand him as a for 
mer cabinet officer who had 
"taken refuge" in the right. 

RULING 
Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr., 

the 'forth Carolina Demo-
crat who is chairman of the 
commit*, said the commit-
tee lad considered the issue 
in advance and ruled that 
Stens would have to testify, 
plead the Fifth Amendment, 
or risk contempt. 

"I think the committee 
does not think that w e 
should put off investigation 
of these matters until they 
can be detextmtned by the 
court because the Constitu-
tion gives the Senate not 
only the power but the duty 
to Make investigations of 
thiS character," ErVin said. 

T h e committee agreed, 
Ervin said, that it would not 
question Stane about ,mat-
ters 'related to Vesco's' gift 
and the $200,000 contribu-
tion. 

STATEMENT.  
Stuns and his lawyers evi-

dently expected the ruling, 
because the witness was im-
mediately ready with a 
statement cm his role in the 
campaign that -took him 23 
minutes to read. 

He did so in a smoothly 
placid, well modulated 
voice, glancing at a script in 
large type through •bifocal 
lenses. T h e gray haired 
former official remained un-
ruffled throughout the after-
noon of questioning. 

Stans, practiced in ap- 

pearances on Capitol Hill, 
sought to lighten the mood 
by recalling thatylienthe re-
signed as Commerce secre-
tary to take up his political 
duties, some Democratic 
senators had wished him 
success — "but not too 
much success." 

The caucus room in the 
Old Senate Office Building, 
where the sessions are held, 
was totally silent and no 
glimmer of a smile was seen 
on the faces of the commit- 
tee members. Stans read on. 

KNOWLEDGE .  
He said unequivocally that 

he had no knowledge of the 
Watergate break-in or ''`of 
the efforts to cover up after 
the event," or of any "sabo-
tage program" designed to 
disrupt Democratic c a m-
Paigns- 

There were "no intention-
al violations" of the cam- 
paign finance laws, he testi-
fied, but he conceded that 
because of the "complexity" 
ot the statute and the "vast 
amount of work that had to 
be done, there may have 
been some unintended tech-
nical 'Violations. " 

The General Accounting 
Office, which oversees a 
campaign spending law that 
took effect on April 7, 1972, 
has cited the Nixon commit-
tee for a number of appar-
ent violations. The commit-
tee has pleaded no contest to 
one charge in court and paid 
a fine. 

Stans, who is chairman of 
the Finance Committee to 
Re - Elect the President, 
took pains to emphasize that 
his unit had "no part" in 
making basic campaign de-
cisions- 

The Committee for the 
Re-Eleetion of the President, 
directed by Mitchell until his 
departure about two weeks 
after 	t h e 	Wateggate 
break-in, handled "the en-
tire gamut of the political ef-
fort," he said. 

"The two committees op-
erated-  in watertight com- 
pertinent's:" Stuns empha-
sized. "They were physical-
ly separated on,,,different 
floors . . . there was only 
one forum for the exchange 
of opinions . . . and that was 
the budget committee." 

It wasn't a very good. for-
um, Stuns said,- and "at 
times the meetings became 
bitter." He said he had 
"walked out of one" because 
the political officials didn't 



understand the "difficulties 
ot fund-raising." 
,,tyeti when it came to han-
dli*campaign funds, Stans 
declared, there was a lot he 
did not know. The important 
period before April 7, when 

linfthelunds was 
tO Liddy, "'was not a 
in which' • amid 

t .  time on det4ili" he 
d 

4::-'trusted the people al-
redcri,  n the committee or-
gans on and relied heavi-
ly o . he treasurer (Hugh 
W. Sliiign Jr.) because of his 
previikis experience in 1968 
and tan," he added. "I was 
aftergontributions." 

TheAuestioning, which is 
schedOed to continue today, 
was ;1i.Oun by Rufus L. Ed-
mist*, the  committee's 
dep* counsel, and it went 
aim* immediately to a 
July0, 1971. memorandum 
to Mitchell from Jeb*  Studrt 
Magruder.  

Magruder, a former depu-
ty 'director of the Nixon 
campaign who  has been 
heaVily implicated in the 
scandal, said in the memo-
randnin that he had been 
disc'u ing the forthcoming 
electie with Stans"peliti-
cal g cial assistant," Rich- 
ard 	tney. 

"T e Secretary i (Stens) 
hasliiTilt up a discretionary 
fune

.,
at Commerce that will 

totar .e.pproximately $1• mil-
lion,;! ;Magruder inforined 
Mitoliell in the confidential 

• .--- memo. .  
"He is using this fund for 

conferences, hiring and-eth-
er activities that will beben-
efiCial to the President's 
re-etection. 

"If  you feel it is apprepri-
ate,-,5Secretary Stens might 
diseess this concept with 
oblieli.;cabinet officers to see 
if t* can deVelop the same 
kinrof fund within their own 
depktments." 

According to a notation on ., 
thee- paper shown to Stans, a 
copy of the memorandum 
was'; sent to H.R. Haldeman, • 
then '-the White. House chief 
of staff. 

Stens rejected the implica-
tion,that he had been Using 
federal fun& budgeted for 
public purposes in political 
pursttitS: He said:he had 
neiterseen nor heard of the 
Magruder memorandum. 


