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Kissinger Role in Forming 'Plumbers' 
By Jack Anderson 

Foreign policymaker Henry 
Kissinger led President Nixon 
to form "the plumbers," the 
para-police squad that burglar-
ized the offices of Daniel Ells-
berg's psychiatrist and en-
gaged in other extralegal ac-
tivities. 

This is the story former 
White House aide Charles Col-
son has given the Watergate 
prosecutors in private. As Col-
son related it, Kissinger, got 
the President so "psyched up" 
over security leaks that he au-
thorized the plumbers to plug 
the leaks. Afterward, Kis-
singer tried to run the plum-
bers squad through his aide 
David Young, claimed Colson. 

Colson described Kissinger 
as approaching "near hyste-
ria" over the leak of the Pen-
tagon Papers. One reason for 
his excitement, Colson sug-
gested, was that the chief 
leaker, Daniel Ellsberg, for-
merly had worked for Kis-
singer. 

SoUrces close to Kissinger 
confirmed he had been 
alarmed over the Pentagon 
Papers leak, which he feared 
could have "disaiiirtuis conse- 

quences." No doubt Kissinger 
told the President of his con-
cern, said these sources. 

They denied, however, that 
Kissinger had anything to do 
with the formation or opera-
tion of the plumbers. The 
squad was formed, they recall, 
while Kissinger was on his se-
cret mission to Peking. Young 
joined the squad and tame un-
der White House aide John 
Ehrlichman's control while 
Kissinger was away, insist 
these sources. 

Kissinger has searched his 
logs, they say, to check 
whether he had any contact 
with Young after his former 
aide became a plumber. After 
checking both his logs and his 
memory, Kissinger is quite 
sure he never visited or spoke 
with Young after the plum-
bers went into business. 

Suppressed 	Scientist 
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