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Hidden Loar  
To Md.' GOP 
Investigated 

By Bill Richards 
and Edward Walsh 

Washington Post Staff Writers 

Federal and Maryland au-
thorities began separate in- 
vestigations yesterday into 
the manipulation of $50,000 
in Nixon campaign funds 
that were used to inflate the 
reported proceeds from ".a 
1972 testimonial dinner for 
Vice President Spiro T. Ag-
new. 

The investigations were 
aimed at apparent violations 
of bpth federal and state 
campaign financing ° laws 

-• by some of Maryland's most 
prominent Republicans. 

Meanwhile, in a telephone 
interview yesterday, B. H. 
(BIZby) Wharton, a vice 
pre dent of the Maiidand 
Natp(Mai Bank and a long-
time GOP fund-raiser in'The 
state, acknowledged that he 
knowingly signed false cam-
paign finance reports tocon-
ceal the use of the $50,000, 
which came from contri-
butions to President Nixon. 

In reports filed last year 
with state and federal elec-
tion authorities and signed 
by Wharton as "compTefe, 
true and correct," the true 
source of the $50,000 as 
concealed by', listing 	e 
money as vontributions 
from 31 separate contrib-
utors who in fact had not 
given the money. The 
falsely listed contrib 	s 
included two Republican 
state senators, the wife of a 
close associate of Agnew 
and Wharton himself. 

Amended reports ac-
knowledging that the money 
actually came from the Ki-
nance Committee to re-et 
the president were filed ty 
Wharton last week after it 
became clear that the fund 
manipulition would be dis-
closed t the Senate hear-
ings on the Watergate scan-
dal.  

Alexander Lankier, chair-
man of the Maryland Repub-
lican Party, 'conceded Wed-
nesday that he had asked 
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for and received *e .00,000 
cash loan from the National 
finance committee. 

Lankier made the revised 
circumstances of the $50,000 
known after Hugh Sloan, 
former treasum, of the 
Nixon finarieercommittee, 
testified before the Senate 

sele4 Watergate commi 
tee tfiat., he had turned the 
money over to Lankier. 

Lankier and other Repub-
licans now say the falsifica-
tion to make the May 19,, 
1972, "Salute to Ted Agnew 
Night" "look like a success" 
was "stupid" and "dumb." 

Robert L. Higgins, counsel 
for the Office of Federal 
Elections of the General Ac-
counting Office, said yester-
day his office is investigat-
ing possible federal election 
law violations by both the 
"Salute" committee and the 
national Finance Commit-
tee to Re-Elect the Presi-
de/it. 

Anne Arundel , County 
prosecutor R a Y" mond G. 
Thieme said yesterday he 
will, begin investigating the 
"Salute" -committee reports 
as well. "We are going to 
prosecute anybody who has 
violated the Maryla' 	le 
tion law," Thieme 
an Annapolis press 
ference. "I expect to 
very quickly on this." 

There were these 
development in the 
yesterday: 

• U.S. Rep. Lawrence Ho-
gan (R-Md.) called for Lank-
ier to resign as chairman of 
the Republican State Cen 
tral Committee. Hogan,ZA 
conservative who generally 
has been aligned against, the 
liberal Lankier, said Lank-
ier "is a divisive element in 
the party" and that "his use-
fulness has been so eroded 
that we should get a new 
chairman." Lankier said in a 
telephone interview he has 
no intention of resigning. 

• Sen. Charles McC. Ma-
thias (R-Md.) said in An-
napolis the question of 
Lankier continuing as state 
chairman should be "re- 
solved immediately" by the 
state central conamittee. 

Federal official Higgins , 
declined to specify precisely. 
what parts of the money 
transfers were being investi-
gated. However, according 
to the state party officials' 
own recollections of how the 
money was transferred, 
these apparent violations of 
state and federal election 
laWs: are indicated: 

• Sloan said he could not 
recalle when he gave the 
money -- in $100 bills -- to 
Lankier. Lankier says he be-
lieves he got the cash after 
April 17. If that is so, the na-
tional finance committee vi-
olated a federal law-  effec-
tive April 7 requiring that 
such transfers be reported. 

• Lankier says he held 
the money for about one 
month, in'a safe before turn-

ring it over to Lynn Meyer-
hoff, chairman of The Agnew 
night committee. Holding  

suelf•Tea 	Inon 
more than five days witho 
transferring it to the in-
tended campaign treasury is 
a federal violation. 

• The Agnew night com-
mitted did not, report receiv-
ing the money from the na-
tional' committees; hiding it 
instead as phony ticket 
sales. This is aparent vi-
olation of statetand federal 
laws. 

In addition, there are con-
flicting accounts of whether 
the money was passed from 
the Agnew night committee 
to the Maryland Finance 
Committee to Re-Elect -the 
President or whether the 
money went directly from 
the Agnew group back to 
the naponal finance group. 

Several of the violations 
could be erased if an 
"amended" version of the 
Agnew night committee's re-
port—filed at both state and 
federal levels within the last 
two 'Weeks—is accepted, by 
Higgins office. 

The Agnew night corn t-
tee's reports were amen ed 
after the suicide of sep. 
Williani 0. Mills (R-Md.) last 
month Mills shot himself af-
ter it vpas disclosed his cam-
paign fund received an un-
reported $25,000 contrib-
ution from the national Fi-
nance I Committee to Re-
Elect the President. 
Higgins said there is no 
time limit on when an 
amended campaign contrib-
ution report can be filed. 

"We' decide whether or 
not to !accept that amended 

Olin the circumstances 
ounthing it," Higgins 

said. "We decide whether 
the seeond report corrected 
an error or a deliberate fal-

catibn." 
,,Higgins said his office:  pol-

icy has been "very liberal" 
up to now in, accepting 
amended reports. 

In a 'lengthy telephone iti-, 

terview from the Pittsburgh 
area,where he is vacation-
ing, harton, who was treas=4 
urer of the Agnew night 
co 'ttee, acknowledged 
that e knew it was illegal to 

mi sign he campaign reports 
list" 	contributors who in 
fact ad not given money to 
the 4gnew affair. But he 

t go along with the ' 
said felt he had no choice 
but  
ache* when, faced with a 
deadline for filing a report 
with state authorities, he 
first discovered that the Ag-
new committee had more 
funds than it could account 
for from legitimate. ticket 
sales. 

Asked why he did not re-
fuse <to sign' the report and 
resign as treasurer, Wharto  
said, "That would have been, 
a hell of a reflection on Ted 
Agnew . . . He's more im-
portant than me. It was fool-
hardy more than it was dis-
honest" 

Wharton said the purpose 
of the scheme was "window 
dressing, not to deceive any-
one or influence anyone," 
that he knew "technical vio-
lations" were involved but 
that he thought the conse-
quences of filing the false 
reports would not be "very 
bad." 


