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Ervin Umt

Is. Seeking

Wider Role

By Stdanford J. Unger

Washington Post Staff Writer
Far from acceding to the
request of special prosecu-
tor Archibald Cox that tele-
‘vised Senate hearings on

the Watergate affair be sus-
pended or restricted, Sen.

Sam J. Ervin Jr. (D-N.C), °

chairman of the - select
Watergate . committee, has
drafted a resolution expand-
ing the scope of the panel’s
mandate.

The resolution, which Er-
vin may place before the
Senate today, would author-
ize the committee to investi-
gate actions taken by the
White House and others in
the executive Branch during
the Nixon administration in
the name of “national secu-

- rity” and “internal securi-
ty.”

As drafted by Ervin and
his staff, the resolutlon pro-
poses an investization of ac-
tivities “mcludmg but not .
limited to” the™ 1971 bur-’
glary by a team reporting to
the White House at the' of-
fice of a Los Angeles psychi-
atrist who treated Pentagon
Papers trial defendant Dan-
iel Ellsberg.

Sources close to the Ervm
committee said that lan-
guage could be intérpreted
as extending to administra-

-tion investigative techniques
in other politically sensitive
cases, such as the Harris-
burg, Pa., trial of the Rev.
Philip Berrigan and other
Catholic antiwar militants. -

Meanwhile yesterday, the
Senate committee filed a
strong opposition to a re-
quest by special prosecutor
Cox that some of the hear-

. ings now under way be con-
ducted in private.

In the long run, the reso
lution could lead to a probe
by the select committee of
what used to be the Internal
Security Division of the Jus-
tice Department and of the
administration’s 1970 'plans
to expand governmenfiwide
“domestic 1ntelhgence” ac-
tivities.
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In effect, lt Would e‘{pand
the Ervin committee’s man-
date to keep pace with the
responsibilities given Cox
by Attorney General Elhot
L. Richardson.

Ervin’s move, while it will

1972 probably . have
support> W1th1n the select,

" tee came

commlttee, may draw the i ire
of . Cox,. Richardson,
White House and some §R -
publican leaders in the -
ate.

creating the select comniit-
tee, adopted by the Sénate

77 to 0 last Feb. 7, the panel .

was authorized:

“To conduct an investiga-

tion and study of the extent,
if any, to which illegal, im-
proper, or unethical activi-
ties were engaged in by any
persons, acting either indi-
vidually or in combination
with others, in the presiden-
tial election of 1972, or in
any related campaign or
canvass conducted by or in
behalf of any person seek-
ing nomination or election
as the candidate of any po-
litical party for the office of
President * of the United

States in such election, and -

to determine whether in its
.judgment any occurrences
which may be revealed by

the investigation and study

indicate the necessity or de-
sirability of the enactment
of new congressional legisla-
tion to safeguard the  elec-
toral process by which the
President - of the - United
States is chosen.”

The resolution spemflcally
directed the committee’s at-
tention to such issues as wire-
tapping and bugging of the
Democratic - National  Com-
mittee headquarters in the
Watergate - and noncompli-

ance by electlon committees .

with laws concermng the re-
porting of
nances, [

Senate Republican Leader
Hugh Seott of Pennsylvania
warned at the time that the
inquiry could become an
“inquisition into rumor and
substance and lack of SUb-
stance.”

But the original authoriza-
tion for the select commit-
months befare
other sensational disclo-
sures, ineluding revelation
of the Ellsberg, burglary dnd;
of the' Nixon administra-
tion’s efforts to expand the
collection of domsstic intel-
ligence on  behalf of
“national security.” ’

Several members of the
committee and its staff have
assumed that it was already
empowered to investigate
the burglary. at Ellsbergs
psychiatrist’s office, Since:it,
involved some .of 1he Same
figures as the Watergate
break-in, including - con-
victed conspirators E. How-
ard Hunt Jr,. G. Gordon
Liddy and -Bernard L.
Barker. *

A spokesman for Sen.
Howard H. Baker Jr. (R-

bipartisan:

“the,
3 however
is eager 0 hdve the se-:.

In the original lesolutlon‘

' campaign | fi-

‘Tenn.), the ranking minority

member ‘of the’ commlttee,
said that he holds that view.

An aide to Ervin said,
"fhat the chairman

lect committee’s mandate
spelled out, so, that it will be

“as crystal clear as the blue
sky on a clear day in North

Carolina.”

Sen. Lowell P. Weicker
Jr.; also a member of the
committee, “would wel-
come” an amendment clari-
fying - the panel’s assign-
ments, according to one of
his assistants.

Ervitf has apparently
shown his draft to a few, but
not all, of his fellow commit-
tee members. One Senate
source wsald that the chair-
man ha,d, been “carrying it
around|-in his pocket -for
about. two weeks,” but had

* been’ “too busy” until niow to
propose its formal adoption .
by, either the committee or

the full Senate.

If adopted, the new reso-
lution could mean that the
committee’s term of service
must be extended beyond its
presen expiration date of

" Feb. 28, 1974.

There has already been

; ‘speculatlon that the commit-
‘Lee may need an extension
<'of timé beyond that date,

Just to complete its probe of
‘issues ' originally agreed
upon a§ being within its ju-
risdiction. ’

The current series of pub-
lie hearmgs is- expected to
extend into July, with a new
phase to begin in.the fall af-
ter a ongressxonal recess
for the month of Augtst.

Ervm S new move comes
in the ;nndst of, and may

1this

have been partially: fueled
by, an angry debate betWeen
the Senate committee and
the special prosecutor's of-
fice over whether ‘the tele-
vised hearings will interfere
with future criminal cases
btrowing out of the: Water-
gate investigation. Ty
After failing to persuade
Ervin to suspend the hear-
ings voluntarily, Cox asked
the U. 8. District Court here
on Wednesday to request an
order that the testimony of
two key witnesses—former
White House counsel John
W. Dean III and Jeb Stuart
Magruder, former deputy di-
rector of President Nixon’s
1972 re-election campaign—
be kept off television as a
precondition to any grant-of

-immunity-from prosecution.

Chief U. S. District Court
Judge John J. Sirica had so-
licited the views of bath the
Justice Department and the
Senate committee, on
whether a grant of “immu-
nity is automatic under the
law upon the committee’s
requebt

Cox ' argued that unless
news coverage of Dean’s and
Magruder’s Senate...testi-
mony were restricted;, the
result “may well be the
award of complete amnesty
to these witnesses and all
those who' acted in concert
with them.”

The Ervin committee,‘ in a
written brief filed with the
court yesterday, accused the

. special prosecutor of a “bold

attempt to employ the im-
munity statute to impose on
committee his = own
views as to the proper con-
duct of convlessmnal hear-
ings.”

By asking the court to re-

" strict the hearings, Cox has

raised “serious constitu-
tional problems of separa-
tion of powers” among the
*three branches of govern-
ment, the committee” con-
tended

_“We submit that, because
we are a committee of a .sep-
arate branch of government,
the responsibility for deter-
mining how we run our busi-
ness rests with us rather
‘than the special prosecutor 2
said the brief.

“It is our view,” the com-
imittee added, “that @ we
would be unpardonably rem-
iss if, in this time of: na-
tmnal emergency, we :did
not push forward to full'rev-

_elation of the facts.” The ef-

fects. of pretrial publieity
-arée minimized, the commit-
tee: suggested, by the fact
that further Watergate tri-
als are probably “six months
to a year away.’

Sirica has scheduled a'
hearing on the dlspute for

10 a.m. today.




