WAFOST Jux 5 1973 -

\Fund Control
\Is Admitted
'By Haldeman

By Peter Osnos
Washington Post Staff Writer

H. R. (Bob) Haldeman has_
acknowledged that while he
was White house chief of
staff he had sole authority
over the disbursal of money
from a $350,000 cash fund,
part of which, federal inves-
tigators say, was paid to the
Watergate conspirators for
their silence. "

‘In a sworn deposition re-
leased yesterday, Haldeman
accounted for the expendi-
ture of only $22,000 of the
money. That amount, he

ing not directly related to
the campaign.”

Haldeman declined to say
how the rest of the money
was spent on the grounds
that the question was outside
the scope of the inquiry—a
Democratic Party civil suit
seeking damages as a result
of the bugging and break-in
at the Democrat’s Watergate
headquarters June 17, 1972,

In his
the Democrats’
Haldeman also
edged for the first time that

attorneys,

on Nixon campaign commit-
tee intelligence operations
against the Democrats. He

bugging and he said he did

the reports himself.

The documents, Haldeman
said, came to his aide Gor-
don Strachan and were
identified as “Sedan Chair.”
“Sedan Chair” .has been de-
scribed in testimony this
week before the Senate se-

one
mittee operative working in
the campaign of Sen. Hu-
bert ‘H. Humphrey.

said, was spent on “advertis-

deposition to .
acknowl- ;

his office received reports

said, however, they were not ; &
the result of the Watergate ,

not remember seeing any of .

lect Watergate committee as
the code name for at least ,
Nixon campaign com- .
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lichman said he was told by
two former White House
aides that Mitchell had ap-
proved the bugging.

® He was present in Mr,
Nixon’s office on April 15,
when then acting FBI Direc-
tor L. Patrick Gray con-
firmed to Ehrlichman that
he had dom’ovec “political-
ly‘Sénsitive” documents that
had been iound in the White
House safe of " Watergate con-
spirator E. oward Funt Jr.

He added, however: that
Dean had assure him that

" he had not told Gray to de-

stroy the documents, which
have bheen identified by in-
vestigators as phony Staie
Department cables drafted
by Hunt and intended to im-
plicate’ President Kennedy
in the assassination of South
Vietnam’s  President Ngo
Dinh Bien in 1963.

Despite its length of 287
pages and its wide range,
Haldeman’s deposition does
not add significantly to
what has already been made
public about the Watergate

affair in
and in Camtol Hill Iﬁ\fcﬂLl—
gations.

However, on the matter of
the $350,000 cash fund that
Haldeman controlled, the
deposition does break some

the news media !

by}

¢

new:ground. Last fall, in the

strongest of a series of deni-
als aboutl stories appearing
in The Washington Post, the
White House 'denied that
Haldeman had been author-
ized to approve payments

from secret Nixon campaign

{funds.



