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LAKE TAHOE, Nev., June 7
—The Watergate scandal hung
over the 65th National Gov-
ernors Conference this week
like a damp, depressing fog,
spreading uneasiness among the
politically sensitive Governors
nd leaving its own particular
imprint in many states.

It was Subject A here as
the Governors tried to divide
their time between their dis-
tracted business sessions in the
conference hall of the Sahara
Tahoe casino and the golf
course and tennis courts.

But the Republican governors
really did not want to talk
about it. And the Dembocrats
tried hard to restrain their re-
lief that it had happened to a
Repulivan = President  while
they insisted that they, like
all elected officials, had suffer-
ed from an increase in the pub-
lic’s suspicion.

Rockefeller and Reagan

National Governors coner-|:

ences are usually an ideal
ground on which hopeful Pres-
idental candidates can maneuv-

er. The Presidential conven-|

tions of both parties are still
three years away, and no one
here wanted to get himself
identified just now either with
President Nixon or any of the
possible candidates in 1976.
Governor Rockefeller of New
York, often the center of lib-
eral Republican attention at
these afairs, attended only a
day and a half of the three-
day conference, staying long
enough to deliver a sermon-

like report onhumanres ou rces
in the only closed session the
Governors held. !

Mr. Rockefeller also suggest-
ed considering a 55-mile-
an-hour speed limit on all of the
nation’s highways to conserve
gasoline, a proposal that was
not embraced by the governors.
" Gov. Ronald Reagan of Cali-
fornia, a hero to many con-
servative Republicans, arrived
midway through the first  day
with a plan for a constitutional
limit on state taxes, which he
released to the press with great
fanfare. But his presentation of
it was also limited to the exec-
utive sessions and even his con-
servative = Republican  allies
showed no interest in it.

Vice President Agnew, who
attends these conferences as the
White House liaison officer and

chief G.O.P, catalyst, came in
quietly on Tuesday, played ten-
nis, and met privately with a
few of the 19 Republican gov-
€rnors.

Before he left midway
through yesterday's closing ses-

sion and said he had come

only to listen this time.

“We are not in a position to!

define anything in the domestic
sense just now,” he told re-
porters.

Many Governors of both par-
ties complained that the Nixon
Administration had been paral-
yzed since early March by its
preoccupation with the Water-
gate affair. The difficulties
many of them said they were
having sorting out the Presi-
dent’s revenue-sharing pro-
grams had been increased by
Watergate.
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McCall Finds Harm

“It's really exacerbated an
already bad situation between
the states and Washington,”
said Gov. Jimmy Carter of
Georgia, a Democrat. “We
couldn’t find out much before
about what we were to get
under the President’s ‘new fed-
eralism.” We can’t find out any-
thing now.

“But at least Watergate has

Republicans in Georgia,” he
problem now of how to stay

ing off the diehard Nixon sup-
porters they depended on be-
fore.” .

In Oregon, Gov. Tom McCall,
a Republican believes the Wa-
tergate scandal was a factor in
the recent defeat by Oregon
voters of his plan to shift edu-
cation taxation to the state and
reduce local property taxes.

“After those daily revelations
from Washington, people in
Oregon just couldn’t believe
anything an officeholder told

Oklahoma's once struggling

continued. “They’ve got a real|Republicans had been gaining
In strength since the Eisenhow-

. . .~ |er years.The Watergate affair
away from Nixon without driv-|y.c"haen unsettling there.

“It's hard to tell exactly

what people in Oklahoma are
thm_king, any time,” said Gov.
David Hall, a Democrat. “But
the Watergate mess has cer-
tainly raised my party chances,
60 to 40 per cent, of taking|
back the only Congressionalls
seats the Republicans still hold
and of winning the Senate next
year.

“You know,” he continued,!!
“Senator Henry Belmon, a sol-

them,” he said. “They just/id Republican, was so upset
wouldn’t believe the advantage|Dy it he said at first he would

we were promising them if they gOttY;\f‘I{l a‘gﬁiré in 1974. Presi-\
ent Nixon had to make a spe-

had vote ‘yes.””

Governor McCall, one of the|cial plea to him to change his
most outspoken of the liberal |mind.

Republicans, confirmed that he
may become a Democrat or at

“So many Federal programs

are going to come to an end

least an independent if he runs|inl Ohio by the first of July that
for the Senate next year against|I've advised our Republican-
Senator Robert W. Packwood, dominated legislature to get out

a Republican, .

of town before they are over-

“But it really wasn’t because|Whelmed by irate taxpayers,”

of the Watergate,” he said. “I

said Gov. John J. Gilligan, a

had been thinking about it|Democrat.

even before it got so bad.The

“We've got three weeks be-

Democrats in Oregon have been|fore our fiscal year ends and

giving me a lot more support

the Watergate mess has tied up

than the Republicans have.” |Washington so thoroughly we

In Minnesota, Watergate has|can’t find out what Federal
been particularly unsettling to|Mmoney should go into our budg-
that state’s Republicans, who|et and what Federal programs
were already quarreling among|aré going to end. It will sure
themselves over their relations{Pay to be out of Columbus this
with the Republican NationaljSummer.”

Committee.

But Gov. Daniel J. Evans of

Robert Stassen, a nephew of|Washington, the keynote speak-

Harold Stassen and a party

er at the 1968 Republican con-

leader, has urged the Republi-|Vention and the new chairman

cans to change the party’s

of the National Governors Con-

name to the Minnesota Inde-|ference, said he saw some gains

;pendent Republicans.
i Effect in Oklahoma
|

for his party from the Water-
gate scandal. :
“Republicans in Washington|

Gov. Christoper S. Bond, the|are actually now more willing

tergate. a

find something positive from

{young Missouri-Republican, said|to contribute to the party or-
he had been as shocked as|ganization in the state, because
many other Governors by Wa-|thev'be been shown the evils of

separate campaign commitee,”

“But strangely enough I can|he said.

“And Ted Agnew is finding

it,” he said. “I'd been urging|the isolation and frustration he’s
election reform on my Demo- |suffered in the last five years
cratic-controlled legislature and|may be one of the best things
getting nowhere. But after the|that have happened to him. He
Watergate broke so wide, they|is free from the Watergate at

taken some of the self-lamendment to a bill I wanted;
righteousness away from the|anyway.”
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|suddenly tacked on a disclosure'least,” Governor Evans said.
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Fred D. Thompson, right, chief minority counsel to the Senate select committee, listening in as Republican com-
mittee members, Lowell P, Weicker Jr., left, Howard H. Baker Jr., standing, and Edward J. Gurney conferred.




