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Haldeman ‘Testifies Nixon T A

Didn't Order a Full Report

No Request for Formal
Watergate Probe Until =
This Year, Ex-Aide Says

Adssociated Press

Washmgton

Former White House chief of staff H. R. Haldeh
man has testlfled that President Nixon didn’t ask for
a fopmalyeport on the Watergate affair until this

year and;
year wa

at his chief worry about the scandal last
fat'if might hurt his re-election chances.

""Thé principal source of information would be in-

quiries he would make of

me or John Ehrlichman as ,
to the, status of the case °

. which I would sub-
sequently direct to John
Dean,” Haldeman said, “In
other words, I would re-

lay the questlon to John

and relay the answer back
to the President.”

Ehrlichman was Mr. Nix- .

on’s chief adviser on domes-
tic affairs wuntil April 30
when Haldeman and he re-
signed. Dean, White House
counsel, was fired by Mr.
Nixon the same day. _

SUIT

Haldeman’s testimony
was in a deposition taken in
connection with a civil suit
filed by the Democratic Na-
tional Committee in the af-
termath of the bugging and
burglary at the committee’s
Watergate headquarters last
summer. While Haldeman
testified about the Water-
gate incident, he refused on
the advice of his lawyer to
talk about any subsequent
coverup.

Mr. Nixon never talked to

Dean about the Watergate
case face-to-face until a ser-

ies of meetings beginning .
last February and even then

did not ask Dean — or any-
one else — for a formal in-
vestigation or report on the
scandal until March 20,
Haldeman said in his.deposi-
tion.

For almost eight months
the White House stood by
President Nixon’s statement

of- last August 29 that a
probe by Dean had cleared '

all administration employ-
ees of 1nvolvement in Water-
gate.

“Under my dlI‘eCthIl
Dedh “has conducted a

‘ coﬁﬁle’ce investigation‘of all

leads which might involve
any present members of the
White House staff or' any-
body in the government,”
Mr. Nixon said then. .

“I can say categorically
that his investigation indi-
cates that no one'in the
White House staff, noonein
this administration, present-
ly employed, was involved

“in this very bizarre inci-

dent.”

On April 17, when Mr. Nix-
on “g8tlared he"Had “foimd- -

major ,developments in the! \

case, the Whlte House said i
. Back Page C'ol. 6

From Page 1

. original
)ecome  “‘in-
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n told

Haldeman a'ls ogix
that he may have bé

. before the Watergate inei-

‘dent that pohtlcal wiretap-
ping and espionage had heen
discussed at high-level cam-
paign strategy theetings.
But he said helater gat.con-
flicting reports on Just;what
went on at the meetmgs

Haldeman’s depos 1011 in-
cluded statements that

E'O%Ocon’crolled a secret
$3 campaign -fund

* which he said was intended

for use in making. private
campaign polls for the Pres-
ident.

“oHe had been told about
accused ““political “saboteur
Donald Segretti” But he
wouldn’t answer questions

about Segretti’s operations
becaiise this lawyer claimed
the information wasn’t rele-
vant to thé lawsuit,

oMr. Nixon was frustrat-
ed last sunimer and fall he-
cause Awhole story of the
Watergate 1nc1dent was not
bemg made public.’

oI‘orrgﬂer Attorney Gener-
al John*N. Mitchell, who
was director of Mr. leon
re-election committee at the
time of the break-in, told
Haldeman as late as last
March that it was possible
deputy campaign director
Jeb Magruder had ;engi-
neeled the break-in, under
pressure from White House
officials to get information
about the Democrats.

STRATEGY

man referred that the‘"*fWat-
ergate affair was spa%cd
The meetings took place in
early 1972, Haldeman said.

He said he had no recol-
lection of being told of the
meetings during the time
they were taking place, but
would not dispute the state-
ments of others that he did
know about them. i

Demorecatic National Com-
mittee lawyer Maurice Dun-
ie asked Haldeman if it was
possible that Dean had told
him of the meetmds attlat

don’t have a 1ecollec-
tion of his giving me that re-
port to my clear and present

. recollection; but I have no

reason to questlon his state-
ment “that he did,” Halde-
man said. “I think I am will-
ing to accept that as a possi-

helingering Wat-
ergate scandal was appar-

ent Jast summer and: fall,
‘Haldeman said. ‘Ga

" “Wheney er there was.such
a development there was a
concern expressed on the
President’s part, usually to
me, that we try to get the
facts in this matter deter-
mined and made known,” he
sald

“There was a natural con-
cern on his part being at
that time up for re - election
and conducting a campalgn

for Te - election that the in-
sinuations and appearances
and auegatlons that were

S A

H R. HALDEMAN
. A sworn deposition

T arising would be detrineutal

to that campaign effort and
that there was a desire that
the facts be known, cleared
up and established in the
public mind as well as legal-
ly so that those doubts would
not persist.” ;

REPORT

Haldeman said when Mr.
Nixon asked him about new
disclosures, he would ask
Dean, but that he never, and
to his knowledge no one else
ever asked Dean for a for-
mal report until March,
1973.

“On March 20, as I under- -
stand it the President’'di- |
rected John Dean to meet
with him' the next morning,
March 21, and give him a
complete report on every-
thing that he could regard-
ing the facts of the Water-
gate and regarding his opin-
ions‘as to how those facts fit
together and where they

might lead,” Haldeman
said.. ,
The next day, he said,

Dean told the President'that
nobody in the White House
had been involved and-that
he had been unable to find
out who was responsible.:

Mr. Nixon then ordered
Dean to give him a full writ-
ten report and sent him to
the presidential retreat,
Camp David, for several
days 'so he could have seclu- *
sion in which to work.

Dean' returned, still with-
out a written report, Halde-
man said.



