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deserting a sinking , Nixon 
administration. 

"I wouldn't leaVe if I 
thought I was helping sink 
the ship," Klein said. "I 
think the ship is well afloat 
and moving forward: I have 
no doubt the President will 
emerge from this strongly. 
His credibility will ripe." 

Klein based his prediction 
that President Nixon would 
recover credibility chiefly 

on what he said Would be 
the administration's record 
in foreign affairs during the 
next three years. 

While Klein said he had 
some reservations about 
news stories based on un-

said 
er-

tra- 
'fair and 

identified source 
that overal 
age of 
Lion had been both 
good." 

i

Departing White House 
o mmunications Director 
erbert G. Klein said yes-
rday that' the mistakes 
ade by Press Secretary 
onald L. Ziegler in his 

comments on the Watergate 
case were honest ones and 
s ould not be grounds for 

s replacement. 
Klein, in a farewell press 
nference, said it would be ' 

serious. mistake" to ,,re-,  
p ace Ziegler, who yesterday 

as given broadened duties 
b Mr. Nixon and named a 
p esidential assistant. 

Ziegler, for nearly 11 
onths denied knowledge of 
volvement by White 
cruse officials in the Water-
te espionage conspiracy. 
e said he acted on infor- 
ation furnished h i m by 

' n w-deposed White House 
o icials. 

Klein also said that Mr. 
N xon had held too few 
p ess conferences but pre-
di •ted that this will soon be 
c rrected. He blamed Mr. 
N xon's infrequent press 
conferences during his first 
to m primarily on continu-
in secret negotiations with 
th- Russians and the Chi-
nese. 

Klein is leaving the ad-
ministration July 1 to be-
co e a vice-president for 
L's Angeles-based Metrome-
di , Inc., . which '''operates 
W TG (Channel 5) :,n Wash-
in ton, But he said he is not 
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