
JUN I 	'1973 Senators Weigh Election Law Reform to Bar Watergates 

do 
tion 
hearings, another 
mittee listened today to ap-
peals from several Senators for 
reforms in the Federal election 
laws to prevent future Water-
gates. 

Among the proposals were 
those calling for the public fi-
nancing of all Federal election 
campaigts, the creation of a 
permanent independent prose-
cutor for all election-related 
Feder Lkgrimes and limits on 
indivi 	contributions and the 

•	 
use oaf cash in political cam-
paig 

"Of 1 the lessons of Water- 
gate, 	Tiffs the 	that is 
most 	idus today i 	e les- 
son that money is a vastly 
corrosive power •in American 
politics," Senator 	ward M. 
Kennedy, Demo 	Massa- 
chusetts, told the 	to Rules and Administrati. 	mittee. 

"There could 	more 
powerful formula fo" com-
pounding the cynicism of our 
citizens over Watergate than 
for Congress to ignore this op=.  
portunity to shut off the vast 
rivers of cashlridthntributiOns 
that flood our political system 

CHARD L. MADDE 
Go TheNew York Times •- 

INGTON, June 6-4 t 
the ;  

.atergate 
ate corn- 

eCtiO 
I Mr. 	added. 

an two 
days of hearings on a Nixon 
Admini 	n measure that 
would esta lish a bipartisan 
election study commission and 
a bill already approved by the 
Sen G. 	otnmerce Committee 
that 	J. do the following: 

al the equal-time 
broadcast requirements for 
Presidential and Vice-Presiden-
tial canddates. 
cast requirements for Prresiden-
tial and Vice-Presidential can- 
didat 

alRe #1 ce the present selected 
media,  spending limit for Fed- 

ral ofce with a I'mit of 251 
cents for each pet 	of voting 
age in the geogra 	area in 
which the electio 	as being 
held. 

aCreate a Federal commis-
sion to enforce the bill, and re-
quire the approval of Presiden-
tial campaign expenditures in 
excess of $100 by the candi-
dates' national party commit-
tee. 

Among those urging the com-
mittee to broaden the election 
reform bill to provide for pub-
lic financing ,  Presidential, 0 
Senate 41 	Ae elections 
were Senato 	arles McC. 
Mathias Jr., Republican ofl 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Maryland; Adlal E. Stevenson 
d Democrat of Illinois. aItcl 

tzKennet . 
Mr. Mathias, who along with 

Mr. Stevenson introduced their 
public financing measure in the 
Senate today, said that "per-
haps most important it would 
enable us to remove a large 
part of the corrosive influence 
of big money from our political 
campaigns and our governing 
process." 

Senator Walter F. Mondale, 
Democrat of Minnesota, urged 
the committee to set up an of 
fice of Federal elections, to 
act as a "permanent indepen- 

dent prosecutor" for all elec. 
tion-related Federal crimes in 
stead of a commission to over.,  
see the Federal election laws. 

Senator Birch Bayh, Demo- 
crat of Indiana, proposed a re-
quirement that all Federal em-
ployes earning more than $45,-
000 a year make=lan annul 
disclosure of personal finances. 

Mr. Kennedy urged Wso-
lute limit of $1;000 on the 
amount that any indiv idual 
could contribute to a candidate 
for Federal office and)  "2, flat 

uL, cash transactions" in 
poll 	campaigns, except for 
transactions of less than $100. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


