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Spy Plan Files ''%ow 

Nixon Ignored Warning 
N.Y. Times Service 

Washington 

President Nixon approved 
a plan for expanded domes-
tic intelligence gathering in-
July 1970, after, being 'au-
toned that parts of it were 
"Clearly illegal" and in-

- volved 2' serious risks" to his 
administration if the opera-
tions were ever discovered, 
according to White House 
documents. 

The program, which Mr. 
Nixon described in part last 

month, was approved by 
him in July 1970, through H. 
R. Haldeman, then his chief 
of staff. • 

Earlier an aide told Halde-
man, we don't want the 
president linked to this-thing 
with his signature 'on Ritier 
. . ( because I all hell would 
break loose if this thing 
leaks out." 

In a statement issued M4y 
22, Mr. Nixon said that he 
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had rescinded;his approval 
o f the "1970"intelligence 
plan" five days after he or-
dered it put into 'Operation. 
He attributed the switch to 
"r econsidera tio n 
prompted by the opposition 
of (Fp1) direcktor (J. Ed-
gar) Hoover." 

ENTRY 
T h e President _acknowl-

edged that the "extremely 
sensitive" documents detail-
ing the plan, some of which 
have been obtained by the 
New York Times, contained 
a provision for "surrepti-
tious' entry" b y federal 
agents in the course of cer-
tain tSrpes of national securi-
ty investigations. 

But Vir, Nixon gage no 
hintT that the Interagency 
Comhaittee on Intelligence, 
which: recommended in a 
43-page report that the exist-
i n g restrictions against 
breaking and entering by in-
telligence agents b e re-
moved, had warned,that the 
"use of this:te c h ni qu e is 
clearly illegal," 

The committee's recom- 

mendationa.aor the
b 
 of 

cert41,4 rearictivs on intel-
ligence.gsitheringwere sum-
marized-  in a top-secret 
memorandum b y Torn 
Charles Huston,. a staff as-
sistant t‘o Mr. Nixonl,  who 
served '

,
is 'the 'committee's 

White House liaison. 
The memorandum, sent to 

Haldeman for the Presi-
dent's approval in early July 
1970, notes that surreptitious 
entry, even b y federal 
agents, "amounts to burgla-
ry. It is also highly risky 
and could result in great 
embarrassment if exposed." 

OBTAIN 
The 'Times obtained three 

memorandums written by 
Huston — one summarizing, 
the committee's report to 
the President, another,infor-
ming the heads of federal 
intelligence agencies t h a t 
the commits ee's recommen-
dations had been approved 
and a third providing Halde- 
man with background on the 
committee's 'deliberations 
and with a strategy" for se-
curing Hoover's cooperation. 

I n recommending that 
break-in technique be resur-
rected, the document noted 
that the FBI "used to con-
duct such operations with 
great success," and that the 
information they produced 
was "invaluable." 

Such burglaries, the mem-
orandum continued, "would 
be particularly helpful if 
used against the Weather-
man and Black Panthers," 
a n d against unspecified 
"diplomatic establis h-
ments." 

OTHERS 
In addition to asking the 

President V approve the use 
of illegal entry, the commit-
tee's report, as reflected in 
the Huston memorandum, 
requested the authorization 
of several other measures: 

• Permission for the Na-
tional Security Agency to 
monitor "the communica- 
tions .of 	citizens using 
internatil f a cilitie s," 
such as`erseas telephone 
and.'tele': ,ph circuits. 

• ,! The',  intensification of 
such electronic surveillance  

against "individuals a n d 
groups in the,pnited States 
who pose a-1najor threat to 
the internal security." 

• An increase in the num-
ber of "campus sources" 
working for federal intelli-
gence accencies "in order to 
forestall widespread v i o-
lence." 

HOOVER 
On July 15, 1970, Huston 

wrote a second memoran-
dum to Hoover nd the other 
three members of the com-
mittee. 

In that document, also 
marked "top - secret" by 
Huston, he told the four men 
that "t h e President has 
carefully studied the special 
report of the Interagency 
Committee on Intelligence" 
andahad approved all of its 
recommendations. When 
Hoover received word of the 
President's decision, accord-
ing to one participant in the 
report's preparation, • "He 
went through the roof." 


