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M
agruder T

estim
ony: 'N

o T
rouble for Ills B

osses' 

Jeb Stuart M
agruder 

C
ontrary to w

idespread expectations 
here that he m

ight im
plicate his supe-

rio
rs still d

eep
er in

 th
e W

aterg
ate 

scan
d
al, fo

rm
er N

ix
o
n
 p

o
litical aid

e 
Jeb

 S
tu

art M
ag

ru
d
er w

ill g
iv

e th
e 

W
h

ite H
o

u
se n

o
 tro

u
b

le at all in
 h

is 
sw

o
rn

 p
u
b
lic testim

o
n
y
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 
present plan. 

B
o
th

 M
ag

ru
d
er's o

w
n
 p

riv
ate in

ter-
v

iew
s w

ith
 fed

eral in
v

estig
ato

rs, in
 

w
h

ich
 h

e h
as ad

m
itted

 p
erju

ry
 in

 ear ( 
H

er testim
ony, and his attorney's confi-

dential preview
 of his forthcom

ing tes-
tim

o
n
y
 to

 th
e E

rv
in

 co
m

m
ittee p

o
in

t 
to one conclusion: M

agruder, the slav-
ish

ly
 lo

y
al N

ix
o
n
 lieu

ten
an

t, n
o
w

 -in
-

tends to blam
e him

self for illegal polit-
ical esp

io
n
ag

e. "I w
o
u
ld

 say
," 

a high 
S

enate source told us, "that his superi-
ors have nothing to w

orry about." 
T

his becom
es particularly im

portant 
in

 lig
h
t o

f th
e d

ecisio
n
 o

f ex
-W

h
ite 

H
ouse C

ounsel John peal to tell all --- 
ev

en
 if h

e d
o

es n
o

t g
et th

e im
m

u
n

ity
 

from
 prosecution he has been bargain-

in
g
 fo

r all sp
rin

g
. T

h
e tw

o
 to

p
 fo

rm
er 

N
ixon aides, H

. R
. (B

ob) H
aldem

an and 
John E

hrlichm
an, have clearly decided 

to
 reb

u
t D

ean
 at ev

ery
 p

o
in

t, b
ack

ed
 

b
y

 p
u

b
lic p

ro
n

o
u

n
cem

en
ts o

u
t o

f th
e 

O
val O

ffice. 
T

h
e co

u
rse th

at M
ag

ru
d

er n
o

w
 in

-
ten

d
s to

 fo
llo

w
 b

u
ttresses th

e N
ix

o
n
-

H
aldem

an-E
hrlichm

an position and iso- 

lates D
ean. W

ith the W
hite H

ouse de-
n
y
in

g
 D

ean
 th

e d
o
cu

m
en

ts h
e claim

s 
are necessary,• P

resident N
ixon's sup-

p
o

rters h
o

p
e to

 d
estro

y
 h

is cred
ib

ility
 

in
 d

escrib
in

g
 th

e 4
0

-p
lu

s m
eetin

g
s h

e 
h

ad
 w

ith
 M

r. N
ix

o
n

 th
is y

ear. 
A

ll th
is b

ears an
 u

n
can

n
y
 resem

-
blance to pow

er alignm
ents of happier 

days. D
ean w

as a W
hiten H

ouse agent 
o

f th
en

 A
tty. G

eh
. Jo

hn M
itchell and 

as su
ch

 a k
ey

 acto
r in

 M
itch

ell's co
n
-

tinuing pow
er struggle w

ith the W
hite 

H
ouse staff. B

ut M
agruder w

as H
alde-

m
an

's p
ro

teg
e, p

laced
 at th

e C
o
m

m
it-

tee for the R
e-election of the P

resident 
(C

R
P

) as actin
g

 d
irecto

r to
 safeg

u
ard

 
ldem

ary'~s in
terests ag

ain
st _

y
_
itael 

the future cam
paign director. M

itchell 
tried to undercut M

agruder there, •but 
M

agruder w
as protected by H

aldem
an. 

T
h
e p

attern
 p

ersists. A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 
law

yers close to the case, M
itchell has 

told investigators that he gave no espi-
o
n
ag

e in
stru

ctio
n
s to

 M
ag

ru
d
er b

u
t 

ad
d

s th
at H

ald
em

an
 p

ro
b

ab
ly

 d
id

. 
D

ean
 is still h

o
p
in

g
 fo

r co
rro

b
o
ratio

n
 

fro
m

. M
itch

ell o
n

 th
e w

itn
ess stan

d
, 

th
o

u
g

h
 b

o
th

 M
itch

ell's cred
ib

ility
 an

d
 

predictability are clouded by recent er-
ratic behavior. 
W

h
en

 U
.S

. A
tty

. H
aro

ld
 H

. T
itu

s Jr. 
announced M

ay 24 that a key figure in  

the W
atergate' case —

 later identified 
as M

ag
ru

d
er —

 h
ad

 ag
reed

 to
 p

lead
 

guilty and testify as a prosecution w
it-

fness, it w
as assum

ed that m
eant trou-

ble for M
agruder's bosses. T

he ingrati-
atin

g
 M

ag
ru

d
er h

u
m

b
ly

 to
ld

 frien
d
s 

th
at h

e w
as w

illin
g
 to

 tell th
e tru

th
, 

tak
e h

is p
u
n
ish

m
en

t an
d
 th

en
 start a 

new
 life. 

B
ut that obviously did not m

ean im
-

p
licatin

g
 h

is su
p
erio

rs. A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t an
d
 S

en
ate so

u
rces, M

a-
g

ru
d

er is say
in

g
 th

at h
e in

ferred
 to

o
 

m
uch from

 broad directions given him
 

by the W
hite H

ouse. T
he blam

e, he is 
expected to testify, is his. 

T
h

at is o
b

v
io

u
sly

 th
e b

est o
f n

ew
s 

fo
r E

h
rlich

m
an

 an
d
 H

ald
em

an
, w

h
o
 

are sim
ply denying everything and ad-

m
itting nothing —

 not taking the fifth 
am

en
d

m
en

t, n
o

t C
laim

in
g

 ex
ecu

tiv
e 

privilege, not seeking im
m

unity. T
heir 

d
en

ials an
d

 th
e strateg

y
 to

 d
iscred

it 
D

ean
 h

av
e clearly

 b
eco

m
e k

ey
 p

o
in

ts 
of the N

ixon defense strategy. 
S

im
u
ltan

eo
u
sly

, D
ean

 is su
d
d
en

ly
 

finding trouble getting the docum
ents 

h
e'co

n
ten

d
s w

ill b
ack

 u
p
 h

is ch
arg

es. 
D

ein
 h

as to
ld

 in
v

estig
ato

rs th
at M

r. 
N

ixon scribbled W
atergate com

m
ents  

in
 th

e m
arg

in
s o

f h
is d

aily
 n

ew
s su

m
-

m
aries, b

u
t an

y
 effo

rt to
 su

b
p
o
en

a 
th

o
se reco

rd
s alm

o
st su

rely
 w

ill b
e 

rebuffed. 

D
ean

 claim
s h

e can
n

o
t ev

en
 g

et 
a
c
c
e
ss to

 h
is o

w
n
 file

 s, sto
re

d
 in

 
th

e b
asem

en
t o

f th
e E

x
ecu

tiv
e O

ffice 
B

uilding. A
ccording to his account, he 

w
as denied access last S

aturday to his 
ow

n chronologies w
hich he says could 

substantiate his testim
ony. 

N
evertheless, the W

hite H
ouse posi-

tion is shaky. W
ithout testim

ony from
 

either D
ean or M

agruder, E
hrlichm

an 
and H

aldem
an are still likely to be in-

dicted, in the opinion of m
any law

yers. 
T

h
e fact th

at D
ean

's lead
s to

 p
ro

secu
-

tors have so far proved quite accurate 
m

eans his testim
ony m

ay w
ell severely 

d
a
m

a
g

e
 th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n

t a
n

d
 h

is to
p

 
aid

es ev
en

 w
ith

o
u

t su
b

stan
tiatio

n
 b

y
 

other w
itnesses and docum

ents. 

' A
g

ain
st th

is b
ack

g
ro

u
n

d
 co

n
ies Jeb

 
M

agruder's confrontation w
ith the E

r-
vin com

m
ittee —

 probably next w
eek 

—
 as the highest level N

ixon operative 
yet to testify. U

nless his law
yer's pre-

view
 proves w

holly false, it w
ill be 

a 
day of testim

ony bringing som
e sighs 

of relief at the W
hite H

ouse. 
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