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The GOP's 
Statistics 
On Bugging 

Washington 
Senator Hugh Scott (Rep-

Pa.) contended yesterday 
the Nixon administration has 
cut national security wire-
taps and buggings to the 
lowest level in more than 25 
years. 

Scott said the Watergate 
and related developments 
have given the public "an 
utterly f a l s e impression" 
that wiretapping and clan-
destine operations "w e r e 
tactics dreamed up by inter-
nal >security agencies and in-
dividuals solely within the 
Nixon administration." 

In an effort to counter 
this, Scott recited what he 
termed preliminary statis-
tics that the Nixon adminis-
tration has cut wiretapping 
and bugging to the "lowest 
level since World War II." 

Scot t, Senate minority 
leader, acknowledged that 
his figures excluded• 'elec-
tronic surveillance, in organ-
ized crime cases and, per-
haps, some internal security 
investigations. He described  

the statistics as encompass- 
int i  ances 	national se- 

PPOe• ,1' 
y electronics surveil-

lance conducted by the FBI 
"under presidential authori-
ty tir authority of la." 

Questioned closely b y 
White House newsmen, Scott 
was unable to give details 
about the precise basis for 
the figures but insisted they 
were compiled under the 
same set of criteria for all 
years starting in 1945. , 

These statistics, which he 
reported had just been sup-
plied to him by White House 
lobbyist William Timmons 
in response to a request he 
made on May 22, showed na-
tional security wiretap and 
bugging cases running at 
slightly over 100 per year 
during M r. Nixon's. first 
term. 

Scott said electronic sin.- 
veillance had been partic 
larly heavy during the 'act  
ministration of President 
Truman. had declined some-
what under President Eisen-
hower; had risen when the 
late Robert F. Kennedy was 
attorney general in the Ken-
nedy and Johnson :adia.inis-
trations and had dropped 
significantly when Ramsey 
Clark served as President 
Johnson's attorney general. 

Scott said he thought Mr. 
Nixon lmows that a 'general 
get-the - President process" 
is being attempted and ad-
ded' "It is not going to 
work." 

Asked who was behind 
such a move, Scott said 
those who tried to defeat 
Mr. Nixon in the November 
election are still trying to 
defeat him. Responding to a 

question, he said he did not 
.regard the Senate commit-
tee,  holding televised hear-

iigs• on the Watergate scan-
fal as bein,gpart of an anti - 
Nixon move. 	, 

Deputy White House Press 
Secretary Gerald L. Warren 
was asked if Mr. Nixon 
agreed there was a move 
afoot to-1'get" him. Warren 
replied: "I don't have a 
presidential view to give 
you.'!, 
.Scott said the figures he 

unveiled may be subject. to 
some slight upward revision 
as files on electronic surveil-
lance are studied' further. 
He said he expects Mr. Nix-
on to issue a more detailed 
report on the subject within 
the next few weeks. 

T h e figures the White 
House supplied t o Scott 
showed wiretaps and bug-
ging at a high of 519,cases in 
1945, the year for Which the  

statistics were }given. By 
1952, the—last yegi' of the 
T r u m a no administration, 
these had dropped to 285. 

For the Eisenhower ad-
ministration, the figures be-
gaiat 300 in 1953, rose to 322 
in the following year and 
dropped to a low of 115 in 
1960. 

In 1961-63, when President 
Kennedy occupied the White 
House, the Scott figures 
showed a rise from 140 to 
244: 

During the .four '.years of 
the Johnson 	iinistration, 
the number .Ofilitirveillance 
cases dropped"from a high 
of 260 in 1964, to a low of 82 
in 1968. 

For the first four years of 
the Nixon tenure, these were 
the figures Scott cited: 1969, 
129; 1970, 102; 1971, 101; and 
1972,108.-°,  

Associated Press 


