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W
ashington 
T

h
e W

aterg
ate sp

ecial 
p
ro

secu
tio

n
 team

 h
as d

e-
cid

ed
 to

 in
v

estig
ate th

e 
co

n
d
u
ct o

f H
en

ry
 E

. P
e-

te
rse

n
, th

e
 a

ssista
n
t a

t-
torney general w

ho super-
v
ised

 th
e W

aterg
ate in

-
q
u

iry
 fo

r n
e
a
rly

 a
 y

e
a
r 

an
d
 w

as p
laced

 in
 as o

 le 
ch

arg
e b

y
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

-
on in m

id-A
pril. 

S
o
u
rces clo

se to
 sp

ecial 
prosecutor A

rchibald C
 o x 

said that the team
's review

 
of the W

atergate record thus 
far h

ad
 left "n

o
 q

u
estio

n
" 

th
at P

etersen
 w

as, at b
est, 

totally m
isled by his supe-

riors in the W
hite H

ouse. A
t 

issue, these sources said, is 
w

h
eth

er P
etersen

 w
as in

-
volved in the coverup. 

O
ther investigators, citing 

P
etersen's record for integ-

rity during 25 years of gov-
ernm

ent service and the fact 
that he w

as one of the high-
est-ranking D

em
ocrats i n 

th
e N

ix
o
n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
,  

said
 th

at th
ey

 b
eliev

e h
e 

w
as a "victim

" w
ho w

as, as 
one official put it, "gulled" 
by the W

hite H
ouse. 

O
n
 A

p
ril 1

7
, th

e W
h
ite 

H
ouse announced that M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
 h

ad
 tak

en
 p

erso
n
al 

com
m

and of w
hat w

as de-
picted as a "new

 investiga-
tio

n
" in

to
 th

e W
aterg

ate 
case. It w

as su
b
seq

u
en

tly
 

disclosed that the P
resident 

had decided to w
ork directly 

w
ith P

etersen. O
ver the next 

few
 w

eeks the tw
o m

en often 
discussed the case by tele-
phone. 

In a telephone interview
 

yesterday, P
etersen vigor-

o
u
sly

 d
en

ied
 an

y
 in

v
o
lv

e-
m

ent in a coverup and said, 
"I did not com

prom
ise this 

investigation w
ith anybody 

at all." 
B

ut he also acknow
ledged 

that, he w
as furious w

ith the 
N

ixon adm
inistration for its 

h
an

d
lin

g
 o

f th
e case. H

e 
w

 o u 1 d im
m

ediately retire 
f r o m

 governm
ent service, 

P
etersen

 said
 an

g
rily

, ex
-

cept that "everybody w
ould 

H
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'I d

id
 n

o
t co

m
p

ro
m

ise' 

report that 'another W
ater-

gate figure left the govern-
m

ent today.' " 
O

ne governm
ent investiga-

to
r said

 th
at th

e ev
id

en
ce 

co
llected

 th
u

s far sh
o

w
ed

 
that John W

. D
ean III, the 

form
er W

hite H
ouse counsel,  

w
as th

e o
fficial w

h
o
 h

ad
 

dealt m
ost directly w

ith P
e-

tersen, and the official w
ho 

- 
either of his ow

n volition 
or at the direction of others 
—

 had m
ost m

isled him
. 

It w
as D

ean, Justice D
e-

partm
ent sources said, w

ho 
requested and received from

 
P

etersen last' year inform
a-

tio
n

 ab
o

u
t th

e th
eo

ry
 an

d
 

sco
p

e o
f th

e d
ep

artm
en

t's 
crim

inal investigation and 
then utilized that inform

a-
tion to help steer the W

hite 
H

ouse cover-up through po-
tential trouble areas. 

D
ean w

as quoted by asso-
ciates as believing that his 
superiors had been pleased 
at his ability to "keep the lid 
o
n
." O

n
ly

 th
e fiv

e m
en

 
seized inside the D

em
ocratic 

N
ational C

om
m

ittee offices 
in

 th
e W

aterg
ate co

m
p
lex

 
and their tw

o im
m

ediate su-
p
erio

rs, E
. H

o
w

ard
 H

u
n
t 

Jr., and G
. G

ordon L
iddy, 

w
ere accused in the indict-

m
ent of involvem

ent. 
A

sked about this, P
etersen  

said: "If you are asking m
e 

w
hether I discussed this in-

vestigation w
ith D

ean, the 
answ

er is yes. B
ut I didn't 

give him
 any details. H

eil, I 
h

ard
ly

 h
ad

 to
. H

e h
ad

 th
e 

(F
B

I) investigative reports 
him

self." 
"D

ean never tried to pres-
sure m

e," P
etersen added. 

"B
ut did I feel the pressure 

in this case? the answ
er is 

yes." 
H

e said he realized high-
er-ups w

ere involved in the 
W

atergate bugging w
ithin 

days of the break-in and ar-
rests last Ju

n
e 1

7
. A

t o
n

e 
point, he related, he w

ent to 
R

ichard G
. K

leindienst, then 
the attorney general and his 

A
m

m
ediate superior in the 

Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t, a n

 d
 

w
arned: 
"B

rother D
ick, keep o n e 

thing in m
ind. I ain't going 

to jail for this, and if you're 
sm

art, you'll stay out of this,  
one yourself." 

It is the fact that P
etersen 

and other high-level Justice 
D

ep
artm

en
t o

fficials su
s- 

pected that high political fig- 
ures w

ere behind the burgla- 
ry that has prom

pted suspi- 

cion am
ong C

ox and his ht. 
vestigators about Petersen's i; 
role. 	
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