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WASHINGTON, June 3—Rep-
resentative Paul N. McCloskey 
Jr., Republican of California, 
announced today that he would 
ask the House of Representa-
tives to consider whether Presi-
dent Nixon should be im-
peached for "obstruction of 
justice." 

Mr. McCloskey, who was an 
unsuccessful candidate in Re-
publican Presidential primaries 
last year, raised the Impeach-
ment issue in a carefully 
worded letter made public to-
day. 

He did not commit himself to 
starting formal impeachment 
action. But he notified col-
leagues in the letter that he had 
reserved one hour on the House 
floor Wednesday for a "full dis-
cussion" of "serious questions" 
raised by President Nixon's 
4,000-word statement of May 
22 on the Watergate conspiracy 
case. 

Responsibilities Cited 
Mr. McCloskey's letter said 

that he intended to discuss "the 
special constitutional responsi-
bilities of the House with re-
spect to investigation of the 
matters revealed in President 
Nixon's public statement of 
May 22." 

In that statement, Mr. Nixon 
acknowledged for the first time 
that he had asked H. R. Halde-
man and John D. Ehrlichman, 
two senior White House aides 
who have resigned, "to insure" 
that national security activities 
of a secret White House, inves-
tigative unit would not be un-
covered by the Government's 
investigation of the break-in 
last June at the Democratic 
party's headquarters in the 
Watergate complex. 

Mr. Nixon said that he had 
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set up the Whi House unit 
to try to plug I aks of infor-
mation related to national 
security and tha he had been 
unaware at the time of any 
illegal activities. 

Break-Ins t Issue 
According to epresentative 

McCloskey, how ver, the May 
22 statement " aises serious 
questions as to hether prob-
able cause exis s to believe 
that the Preside t was guilty 
of the obstructi 
	

of justice." 
Mr. McCloske 's letter said 

that members f the White 
House investigati n unit, known 
familiarly as " e plumbers," 
were responsible or the break-
ins at the Wat rgate and at 
the office of a Beverly Hills 
psychiatrist who 
Dr. Daniel Ellsbe g, then facing 

had treated 

spiracy and charges of co 

theft involving the Pentagon 
papers. 

"Both of these activities were 
criminal in nature," Mr. Mc-
Closkey said. 

"To take steps `to insure' 
that criminal activities not be 
exposed, under ordinary rules 
of criminal law, is to obstruct 
justice, a felony," Mr. Mc-
Closkey stated. 

He also said in the letter that 
the President "is entitled to the 
presumption of innocence," but 
he added that "the facts thus 
far known would seem to 
indicate the need for a careful 
and impartial inquiry by the 
only body in our system of 
government which is assigned 
the responsibility for initiating 
action to remedy executive and 
judicial misconduct." 

Mr. McCloskey was referring 
to a provision in the Constitu-
tion that gives the House of 
Representatives the sole au-
thority to decide—by majority 
vote—whether to impeach a 
Federal official. If an official 
is impeached by the House, the 
Senate conducts a trial to de-
termine if the official should 
be removed from office. Two-
thirds of the Senators present 
must vote for the removal. 

Duty Emphasized 
"The constitutional power 

granted to the House also rep-
resents a duty on our part," 
Mr. McCloskey said. 

Furthermore, he noted in the 
letter that the White. House 
press secretary, Ronald L. Zieg-
ler, had stated last week that 
it would be "constitutionally 
inappropriate" for Mr. Nixon to 
be questioned by Government 
prosecutors or Senate investi-
gators. 

"In this Mr. Ziegler is cor-
rect," Representative McClos-
key said. "Thee sole constitu- 

tional action permitted against 
a President who may have 
committed a crime while in of-
fice is that of impeachment, and 
only the House can institute 
such a proceeding. Clearly, we 
shoufd not-do so without pre-
liminary proceedings to fully 
ascerp.in such facts as may in-
dicate probable cause of guilt 
or innocence." 

Accordingly, Mr. McCloskey 
urged fellow House members to 
be present when he initiates a 
"full discussion" on Wednesday 
"of tie alternative actions 
which pow might be properly 
considered by the House."  


