
  

Xlti 4 1913  
SFChronicle 

Nixon Urged 
To Face Press 

The chairman of the Re-
publican Governors Associa-
tion suggested here yester-
day that President Nixon be 
"cross-examined" b y the 
press at a series of news 
conferences to "clarify the 
ambiguities" about the Wa-
tergate affair. 

The proposal was immedi-
ately endorsed by Demo-
cratic leaders at Lake Ta-
hoe, where the National Gov-
ernors Conference opens to-
day. 

Governor Lirwood Holton 
of Virginia, a strong sup-
porter of the President, 
called for a series of presi-
dential press conferences 
during a television appear-
ance on NBC's "Meet the 
Press," which iriginated in 
San Francisco. 

He said that was the only 
way Mr. Nixon could "re-
g a i n complete confidence 
( of ) the American people." 
"My suggestion is that 

he's going to nave to come 
several times (to press con-
severences) and be cros s-
examined," Holton said, 
"because in a thing as com-
plicated as Water gate, 
(the news media) and the 
public are going to have am-
biguities that will need to be 
clarified. 

"And the President's 
going to have to be cross-
examined several time s, 
over a period of weeks and 
even months." 

CONFIDENT 

Holton said I e hadn't "the 
slightest doubt" the Presi-
dent could satisfactorily 
clear up questions about his 
relationship to Watergate 
and regain public confidence 
if he would s abmit to in-
depth questioring by the 
press. 

At Stateline, Nev., where 
the governors will meet• to- 

day, Holton's proposal was 
greeted enthusiastically by 
Robert Strauss, chairman of 
the Democratic party. 

"Nothing would serve this 
nation better than an imme-
diate, full-scale, open, long-
lasting press conference on 
the part of the President," 
Strauss said. 

He said "the public wants 
to believe" in the President, 
but "the only way he's going 
to do it is to go to them." 

AGREE 
"I'm wholeheartedly in 

accord," said Maryland's 
Governor Marvin Mandel, a 
Democrat and chairman of 
the governors' conference. 
He said a series of presiden-
tial press conferences 
"would remove a lot of 
doubt that exists today." 

Another Republican gover-
nor, Daniel Evans of Wash-
ington, also agreed that 
"something like that would 
go a long way to restoring 
public confidence and belief 
in the President. 

"T h i s, of course, pre-
sumes he will say forcefully 
what is being said for him 
through White House re-
leases — that he had nothing 
to do with Watergate nor the' 
subsequent coverup, Evans 
said. 

BURGLARY 
In another development at 

Stateline, Democratic chair 
man Strauss announced the 
FBI is investigating a bur-
glary at his Dallas home 
last July, 21/2 weeks after 
the Watergate break-in in 
Washington. 

Strauss said his home Was 
ransacked but nothing was 
taken so it didn't occur to 
him until recently that there 
might be some' connection 
with Watergate. 

"it was no big deal," he 
said. 


