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McCloskey to Ask House 
To Corr Impeachment headquarters in, the Water- 

Washington 
Representative Paul N. 

McCloskey Jr. announced 
yesterday that he would 
ask the House of Repre-
sentatives to consider 
whether President Nixon 
should be impeached for 
"obstruction of justice." 

The California congress-
man, an unsuccessful candi-
date in Republican primar-
ies last year, raised the im-
peachment issue in a care- 
fully worded letter made 
public yesterday. 

He did not commit himself 
t o launching formal °. im-
peachment action but noti-
fied Colleagues in the letter 
that he had reserved '‘one 
hour for a "full discussion" 
Wednesday on the House 
floor of "serious questions" 
raised by President Nixon's 
4000-word statement issued 
May 22 on the Watergate 
conspiracy. 	„,„.4., 

Other members of Con-
gress have talked priVately, 
and a feW have mentikited in 
public, the possibilitOf un-
dertaking a formal inquiry 
into•- possible impeachment 
of Mr. Nixon. 

House Democratic leaders 
have deferred such action, 
calling it "premature." 

FIRST 
If McCloskey carries out 

his announced plan in:will 
be the first to raisiPtA issue - 
on the floor of the House for 
full-consideration. 

His letter said he inte 
to discuss "the special'-et ii-
stitutional responsibilities of 
the House with respect to in-
vestigation of the mars 
revealed in President Nix-
on's public statement o  of 
May 22." 

In the May 22 state nt 
Mr. Nixon acknowledged  
had asked H. R. Haldeinan 
and John D. • Ehrlichman, 
t w o senior White House 
aides who have resigned, 
"to ensure" last year that 
activities of a secret White 
House investigative unit 
would not be uncovered by -
the government's investiga-
tion of the 1972 break-in at 
t h e Democratic party's  

gate„complex. 
Mr. Nixon said in the 

statement that he had set 
up the White House unit to 
try to plug leaks of informa-
tion related to national se-
curity, and that he had-been 
unaware at the time of- any 
illegal activities. 

CHARGE 
McCloskey's letter said 

that the White House investi-
gative unit, known as "'the 
plumbers," had included the 
individuals who broke into 
the Watergate offices and 
who earlier had burglarized 
the office a Beverly Hills 
psychiatrist who was treat-
ing Daniel Ellsb erg. 

"Both of these acti4vities 
were criminal .n nature," 
McCloskey said. 

"To take steps 'to ensure' 
that criminal activities not 
be exposed, under ordinary 
rules of criminal law, is to 
obstruct justice, a felony," 
McCloskey stated. 

CONSTITE TION 
He also said in the letter 

that the President "is enti- 
tled to the presumption of 
innocence" but added-that 
"the facts thus far known 
would seem to indicate the 
need for a careful and im-
partial inquiry by the only 
body in our system of gov-
ernment which is assigned 
that responsibility for initi- 
ating action 	*nedy exec- 

4, 	,Iscon- 

",- McCloskey was.,referring 
to the Provision in the Con-
stitutron 'which , ,gives the 
Tronse o f Represen fives 
the Sole authority to., ecide 

b y majority 

whether to iinpea 2h a federal 
official. If an official im-
peached by the House, the 
Senate conducts a trial to 
determine i f tie official 
should be removed from of-
fice. Two-thirds of the sena-
tors must vote for the re- 

move: 1 si r 4ro 
House members have 

made plain their almost uni-
form reluctance to discuss 
impeachment openly unless 
there is overwhelming,  evi-
dence of wrong doing by the 
President. T h e discussion 
planned by McCloskey could' 
provide the first public indite 
cation of how widespread.  
the support is in the House 
for opening an inquiry that 
could lead ultimately ,to an 
impeachment vote.  
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