
R
ow

land' E
vans and R

obert N
ovak 

B
usiness A

s U
sual 

A
t the W

hite H
ouse 

C
h
a
rles C

o
lso

n
: "P

a
yin

g
 secret 

visits to
 th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se." 

V
ice P

resid
en

t A
g
n
ew

: "N
o
t o

n
e 

iota of new
 authority." 

T
w

ice d
u
rin

g
 h

is clo
sed

-d
o
o
r m

eet-
in

g
 w

ith
' R

ep
u
b
lican

 
congressional 

leaders last w
eek P

resident N
ixon per-

fo
rm

e
d

 in
 a

 w
a
y

 th
a
t ra

ise
d

 fre
sh

 
d
o
u
b
ts ab

o
u
t h

is u
n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 o

f th
e 

real im
pact of W

atergate. 
W

h
en

 th
e d

iscu
ssio

n
 tu

rn
ed

 to
 th

e 
b
est p

ip
elin

e ro
u
te to

 carry
 th

e n
ew

 
N

o
rth

 S
lo

p
e
 o

il fro
m

 A
la

sk
a
, M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
 first h

eard
 S

en
. Jo

h
n
 T

o
w

er o
f 

T
exas and S

en. T
ed S

tevens of A
laska, 

strongly7bacitedby-S
eeretarY

-okthe-
terio

r R
o

g
ers M

o
rto

n
, arg

u
e th

e A
 as-

kan route w
as the only one possible. 

B
id

 a p
o

w
erfu

l d
isclaim

er cam
e 

U
. Jo

h
n

 A
n

d
erso

n
 o

f Illin
o

is, 
n

 o
f th

e H
o

u
se R

ep
u

b
lican

 
C

o to 4 nce. S
peaking for the M

idw
est, 

A
n
 'so

n
 a

rg
u
e
d
 in

 fa
v
o
r o

f th
e
 

C
oledian rout's, W

ith the precious fuel 
ship red

 to
 tertteal p

o
in

ts in
 th

e M
id

-
w

est. O
th

erw
itel said

 A
n
d
erso

n
, th

e 
M

id
d

le W
est W

O
u

ld
 co

n
tin

iie u
tterly

 
d
ep

en
d
en

t o
n
 th

e E
ast C

o
ast fo

r its 
fuel. 

M
r. N

ixon listened, then tautly—
and 

so
m

ew
h

at tartly
—

p
ro

claim
ed

 h
is d

e-
cisio

n
: th

e ro
u

te w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e to
 b

e v
ia 

A
lask

a, n
o
t C

an
ad

a. T
h
e reaso

n
, h

e 
said

, w
as em

b
ed

d
ed

 in
 fo

reig
n
 p

o
licy

 
and national security. 

M
r. N

ixon next lectured his R
epubli- 

JU
N

 
' JU

N
 1 

1973 

can leaders: Y
ou w

ill just have to take 
th

at o
n
 faith

. H
e co

u
ld

 n
o
t, h

e ad
d
ed

, 
g

o
 in

to
 th

e
 se

c
re

t ra
tio

n
a
le

 o
f h

is 
decision. 

F
or M

r. N
ixon to cloak so prosaic a 

d
ecisio

n
 in

 term
s o

f su
p

ersecret fo
r-

eig
n

 p
o

licy
 an

d
 n

atio
n

al secu
rity

, fo
l-

lo
w

in
g
 h

is h
ig

h
ly

 criticized
 M

ay
 2

2
 

statem
en

t b
lam

in
g

 p
art o

f th
e W

ater-
g

ate co
v

er-u
p

 o
n

 n
atio

n
al secu

rity
, 

rubbed som
e R

epublican leaders pres- 
he-w

ro
n

g-w
ay. 

T
h

e im
p

ressio
n

 th
at th

e d
eep

er im
-

p
licatio

n
s o

f W
aterg

ate h
av

e n
o
t y

et 
p
en

etrated
 th

e p
resid

en
tial p

sy
ch

e, 
m

oreover, 'O
S

 strengthened w
hen M

r. 
N

ixon M
ade , a 'fran

k
ly

 p
o

litical p
itch

 
3ust before the end of the W

hite H
ouse 

session. 
In

 a rare b
u

t o
b

liq
u

e referen
ce to

 
W

atergate, the P
resident rem

inded his 
h

ig
h

-lev
el R

ep
u

b
lican

 au
d

ien
ce th

at 
w

h
en

 h
e to

o
k
 o

ffice, th
o

u
san

d
s o

f 
A

m
ericans w

ere getting killed ln V
iet-

n
am

. N
o
t o

n
ly

 th
at h

e V
en

t o
n
 th

ere 
h

ad
 b

een
 n

o
 sig

n
 o

f an
y

-'b
reak

 in
 th

e 
long U

.S
.-C

hina cold w
ar, and detente 

w
ith M

oscow
 w

as a rem
ote dream

. 
M

r. N
ix

o
n

's m
essag

e w
as clear: get 

o
u

t an
d

 tell th
e v

o
ters n

o
t to

 fo
rg

et 
w

hat I have done for them
 in the past; 

d
o

n
't let th

is W
aterg

ate th
in

g
 b

lo
ck

  

th
eir v

iew
 o

f th
e real N

ix
o

n
 ad

m
in

is-
tration, 

T
h
ere are m

an
y
 su

ch
 p

resid
en

tial 
signals they  W

aterg
ate is p

erceiv
ed

 in
 

th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se as a far less trau
-

m
atic national disaster than m

ost poli-
tician

s co
n
sid

er it. E
v
en

 if M
r. N

ix
o
n
 

is m
erely

 try
in

g
 to

 g
iv

e th
is im

p
res-

sio
n
 to

 h
is co

n
g
ressio

n
al lead

ers as 
part of his political strategy, the over-
all effect o

f p
resid

en
tial b

u
sin

ess-as-
usual is-thio-saine. W

hether the noncha-
lance is spontaneous or cultivated, M

r. 
N

ix
o

n
's earlier p

reten
se o

f try
in

g
 to

 
ach

iev
e a clean

 b
reak

 w
ith

 p
ast p

resi-
dential habits seem

s now
 forgotten. 

T
h

u
s, th

e P
resid

en
t is seein

g
 far 

m
ore of his form

er W
hite H

ouse aides, 
fairly

 o
r u

n
fairly

 en
tw

in
ed

 in
 W

ater-
gate, than even som

e of his new
 W

hite 
H

o
u

se aid
es k

n
o

w
 ab

o
u

t. C
h

arles W
. 

C
olson, the P

resident's top political in-
sid

e m
an

 last y
ear n

o
w

 p
racticin

g
 law

 
in W

ashington, has been paying secret 
v
isits to

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se. L

ast w
eek

 
h

e d
in

ed
 w

ith
 th

e P
resid

en
t at least 

once, perhaps tw
ice. 

In
 th

is sp
irit, M

r. N
ix

o
n
's p

led
g
e to

 
elev

ate V
ice P

resid
en

t S
p
iro

 A
g
n
ew

's 
in

flu
en

ce b
y
 m

ak
in

g
 h

im
 v

ice ch
air-

m
an of the D

om
estic C

ouncil seem
s to 

h
av

e ab
o

rted
. A

lth
o

u
g
h

 u
ttered

 a fu
ll 

m
o

n
th

 ag
o

, th
e p

led
g

e h
as n

o
t y

et  

brought the V
ice P

resident one iota of 
n

ew
 au

th
o

rity
. A

g
n

ew
 to

ld
 u

s last 
w

eek
 th

at "th
ere h

as n
o
t b

een
 a clear 

definition of additional responsibility" 
for him

 yet. 
F

urther, the V
ice P

resident said that 
"I h

av
e seen

 ab
so

lu
tely

 n
o
 ch

an
g
e in

 
th

e P
resid

en
t at all as a resu

lt o
f th

is" 
(W

aterg
ate) an

d
 th

at th
e C

am
b
o

d
ian

 
invasion and m

ining of H
aiphong im

-
p
o
sed

 "a lo
t m

o
re p

ressu
re (o

n
 th

e 
P

resident) than--the overflow
-frorn the—

W
atergate." 
N

o
t ev

ery
th

in
g
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 is d

o
in

g
 

th
ese d

ay
s fits th

at p
attern

 o
f scalin

g
 

dow
n W

atergate to dim
inutive political 

size. F
o

r ex
am

p
le, th

e P
resid

en
t su

d
-

d
en

ly
 an

d
 u

n
ch

aracteristically
 can

-
celed

 a fu
ll d

ay
 o

f w
o

rk
 an

d
 ap

p
o

in
t-

m
en

ts at K
ey

 B
iscay

n
e last S

atu
rd

ay
,  

and flew
 to the B

aham
an island of 

frien
d
 R

o
b
ert A

b
p
lan

alp
, ap

 	
ntly 

desperate for escape. 	
„L. 	

"ex.....,y 
B

ut such signs of inner pressure are 
rare. R

ath
er, M

r. N
ix

o
n
's refu

sal to
 

face the press, his refusal to put politi-
cian

s in
 ch

arg
e o

f h
is W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

staff and his refusal to disclose every-
thing he know

s about W
atergate give 

th
e tru

er p
ictu

re o
f th

e P
resid

en
t to

-
d
ay

. In
stead

 o
f an

y
 sh

arp
 b

reak
 w

ith
 

the past, it is still business as usual. 
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