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erhlichman says president
acted on CIA-FBI Role

Set.Meet
On» Probe of

Contrlhutmn

By Laurence” S’tem
Washington Post Stafr Wl. er
President Nixon per-

' sonallv ordered a White

' House meeting at which

his: chief aides instructed
the Central Intelligence
Agency to intervene In'an
FBI investigation of the
“laundering” of Water-
gate money through a
Mexican bank. i
This was the testimony
of John D. Ehrlichman, for-
merly Mr. Nixon's chief ad-
viser on domestic affairs,
during a closed hearing yes-

terday of the Senate Appro-
priations Subcommittee on
Intelligence Opelatmns
Atithe time the Président
was 'specifically aware that

the FBI investigatiori -cen-
channeling ..

tered on the
i through Mexico. of $100,000
. in‘*Republican political

funds which were ultimately.

| used to finance operations
of his re-election committee,

Committee Chairman z:Joh_n
L. ‘McClellan and twag; fel-
low: senators in recapitulat-
ing Ehrlichman’s 2% hours
of closed-door testimony.
Ehrlichman, who emerged
from a long period of wvir-
tual seclusion from news-
men - to discuss his testi-
mony, said afterwards, how-
ever, that he did not know
whether the President was
aware of the nature of the
$100,000 fund transaction.
Yesterday’s session -also
produced the disclosure by
’\hClellan that the+then-di-
rector of the CIA; Richard
Helms, had told former Act-
ing FBI Director L. Patrick
Gray III on June 22, 1972,
that the CIA was not lmph

dal'and that the FBI investi-
gation in Mexico would not
imperil any of its -opera-
tions.

This is of ma)ol signifi-
cance since top CIA officials
have testified that'the Presi-
dent’s former chief of staff

| See hHRLICHMA‘J

E:ccerpts, from Johw D.
Ehrlichman’s testimony. E1.

including the Watergate ’
break-in. i -
So said Appropriations

cated in the Watergate 3can<

"‘EHRICHMAN’ From Al

B R (Bob) Haldeman, #in-
structe] ‘them |at a Wﬁlte
Housea“meetmg the follow-
ing day. to advise the FBI

- that agency operations’ in

-Mexico would be endan-
-gered by the inquiry,

" The  new testlmony also
produced a series of cofitra-
dictions ' between Ehrh h-
man and'top CIA officials
on the role of the White
Hogse in deahng with :ithe

agency on Watergate-related k

matters. °

Ehrlichman said he had .

" ho recollection of making
- the phone call in July 1971,

that resulted in the CIA’s S
giving *technical assistanee |

to Watergate conspirators E.
Howard- Hunt Jr. and. /G,
Gordon- Liddy. That assist-
ance was used in. the 'bur-
glary of Danie] Ellsberg’s
psychiatrist in early Septern-
ber, 1971,

Former CIA Deputy Di-
rector Gen. Robert E. Cush-
man had prevmhsly sworn
that it was Ehrlichman who
ordered the assistance -to
Hunti/And it was Helms’ tes-
tlmony that the' assistance
was grudg111gly provided by
the agency becatse of White
Housﬁ:mswtence

In¥is prepared testimony
to the committee, Ehrlich-
man sald that it was Cush-
man/'gg 0 called him in “Au-

ust,«1871, to request fhat
the a1d to Hunt be ended.
Ehrlfghman saldéhe readily
agreed to the request when

learned that Hunt
clalmed ‘to be workmg for

 the White House..

Cusip‘nan who is now: the
Mar1ne~ Corps cammandant,
sworn statement last
May «;ll that 'Ehrlichman

“called me and stated that
Howard Hunt was a -hona
fide employee a consultant
on securlty matters, . and
that H;mt would come to
see - and request agsist-
ance “§h1ch Mr, Ehrlichman
requested that I give.” °

Ehrhchman saidyesterday:

“I can say flatly:
not haye even {
recollection of \
so. I gan say w1 ‘assurance

that any call to he CIA is

the kind of call that I “usu-
ally have little or no diffi-
culty remembering.”

The former White House
aide said that in the past the
CIA ‘had no heﬁltatlon in
turnmg down White House

t

requests that the agency felt -

would exceed its charter.

'~ And he raised th,f:e question
of “why Hunt would be ‘ex-

tended carte blanche ‘at the
agegcy for nearly' a month

made by Dean to Walters,
In an implicit criticism' of

Walters,
he President’s questions

the possible threat to

answered, in the national in-
terest 2

without [the agency’s] ask-
ing what he was domg ”

Ehrlichman said,

‘In retrospect, he

Helms and Cushman testi-

fied that they declded to-cut

off the
h1s requests for“

aid to Huat:b

e tra11<fer of

Paris and a
New York maﬂmg ildress—
had beg ome exces E

House and CIA~the June‘
1972, meeting in E hrhch-
man’s offlce———was prompted
by the President’s concern
over the effect of an FBI in- -
vestigation 1n’ Mexico upon
the agency’s opelatlons in
that country.

Ehrlichman said the White
House was apprehensive
about the “extensive hem.
orrhages” of news leaks in
the FBI. “Lverybody under-
stood that anything that Was
the subject of FBI mvestlga
tion at that time s subjget
ta. appeanng in Time maﬂa-
zifle as an automatic Proposi-
tion:?

Evén after a series of
meetings between Gray and
the CIAs hew deputy

d irec t Q r Gen.i
ngters resulting
CIA’s  assurance that no

- operations. were lmperlled

the' President wag still con-

iri “the

cerned about security, Ehr-j

lichman said.

“During the first week of

July, 1972, the President told
me Pat Gray told hifm on
the\ telephone that ° “Gen.
Walters had told Gray there

. was no CIA objection to a

fulEFBI investigation of the
Mexican aspects of - the
Watergate case. The Presi-
dent said he then instrueted
Gray to conduet a full in-
vestigation,” Ehrhchman tes-
hil@d

“The President, ‘(old me
then that he still personally
believed and feared  that
the' FBI inv estigation might
harm the agency.

“He said he believed the

the CIA would be making a

mistake if it pretended an
ihvestigation would not dis-
close some of its current

operations ‘He said. he
hoped the general = and
other (CIA management

were not covering up for
-their subordinates.

“The President said sub-
starn tially: a man makes a

grave mistake in covering
up for subordinates. That

_ was P1e51dent Truman’s er-

ror in the Hiss case when
he instructed:-the FBI not
to cooperate 4 .

Ehrhchman failed to ex-
plain, however, the basis/for
the Pre51dent’ initial or

K contmulng concern over the

- impaet of the EBI Water-

" gate investigation on ‘the
CIA
‘Rep. Lucien Nedzi (D-

Mich.), who also conducted

said, the problems occurred
¢~not from the questions being .
asked but rather “from the . {’
equivocal answer to*“that
questlon -
“ The testimony of Walters
suggests that his answer was ‘
not equivocal.

non

st 311673

closed hearings, at " which

i the . prinet
'peared !
Gray “in categorlca‘l" fash-
ion” the day before™ the

White House meeting, that

the aCIA had no concern

abotit the Mexican inquiry.
Helms conveyed the‘same .

assessment 'to Haldeman -
and :Ehrlichman during the

White House meeting on

June 23, according to Ned-

zi. The former CIA director

told the two White House

aides that he had so in-

formed Gray, the congress-

man added.

Nonetheless the White
House 1n515ted that Walters
visit Gray * that day and,
according to the general’
testimony, advise the "act-
ing FBI director of the dan-
gers of the Mexican investi-
gation :to ongoing CIA op-
erations. \]

In ‘his testrmony yes’rer
day Ehlhchman said that |

Waltels .could not provide a
“flat*'assurance” that ‘there
could be no danger of an in-
advertant disclosure of na-
tional security secrets 'or
CIA operations. He suggest-
ed this was the reason for.
the White House insistence
that Walters confer with’
Gray. ;

Walters on May 12 testi-’
fied that the White House
sent him to see Gray imme-, .
diately after the meeting. “I
went over and told him that
I had been directed by top
White House offitials to tell
him that further investiga-.
tion into the Mexican as-
pects of the Watergate epi-
sode might jeopardize some
of the agency’s covert ac-
tions in the area.”

On returning to the CIA,
Walters  testified, he as'
certained that no one there
believed the thrust of the
message he had been in-
structed to convey to Gray:
that the investigation would

impair agency operations,

On June 26, said Walter,
he told former White House
counsel John W. Dean of

- the conclusion. In a subsge-

quent conversation with Dean
Walters warned that he
would resign if the White
House insisted that the CIA

be asked to assist in stifling
the Watergate investigation.

Ehrlichman described his
role .in these events as a
miner one. Speaking of the
June 23 meeting, he said, “I
was almost a visitor in that
meeting which was. held in
my office.” The’ arrange-
ments, he said, were made by
Haldeman in = consultation
with President Nixon.

In the course ofthe: epi-
sode it was' his understand-
1ng, Ehrlichman said, “that

‘“improper” suggeshons were

“McClellan ~ said BEHFIICH-T

..mat will .be recalled ‘to.try

_resolye the inconsisten-

“leies in the testimonyiof the
various witnesses. Today the
subcommittee’s witness will
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Ehrlichman meets reporters aftertestifying on Hill,



