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Merry=Go-Round

‘Affair Was Getting
Embarrassing . . ./

Jack Anerson

ECLARING “It was the Presi-

dent’s wich.” H. R. Haldeman asked

the” CIA last June to intervene with

the FBI to limit the Watergate investiga-

tion to the five men who were arrested
inside Demoecratic party headquarters.

He promised that acting FBI director
L. Pairick Gray “would be receptive as
he was looking for guidance on the mat-
ter.” The once-powerful Haldeman has
now Leen deposed as White House chief of
staff.

From our CIA sources, we have ob-
tained internal memos which claim the
CIA’s two top bosses atthe time, director
Richard Helms and deputy director Ver-
non Walters, were summoned to the White

House on June 23, 1972, iess than a week .

after the waterbuggers were caught.
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HE ACCOUNT of the White House

attempt to suppress the investigation
is contained in a memo which Walters dic-
tated on June 28, 1972. It describes the
Juue 23 meeting with Haldeman and John
Ehrlichman in Ehrlichman’s White House
oifice. }

Declares - the memo: “Haldeman said
that the ‘bugging’ affair at the Democrat-
e National Committes Headquarters at
the Watergate Apartments had made a lot
of noise and the Democrats were trying to
maximize it.

“'The investigation was leading to a lot

of important people, and this could get:

worse. He asked what the connection with
the agency was, and the director repeated
that there was none. i

“Haldeman said the whole affair was
getting embarrassing, and it was the Pres-
ident’s wish that Walters call on acting
FBI director Patrick Gray and suggest to
him that since the five suspects had been
arrested, that this should be sufficient and
that it was not advantageous to have the
inquiry pushed, especially in Mexico, ete.

“Director Helms said that he had
talked to Gray on the previous day and
had made plain to. him that the agency
was not behind this matter, that it was not
connected with it and none of the suspects
were working for nor had worked for the
agency in the last two years.

“He had told Gray that none of his in-
vestigations was touching any covert pro-
Jects of the agency, current or ongoing.
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‘ALDEMAN then stated that I could
tell Gray that I had talked to the
White House and suggest that the in-
vestigation not be pushed further. Gray
would be receptive as he was looking for
guidance on the matter.

“The director repeated that the agency
was uncomnected with the matter. I then
agreed to talk to Gray as directed. Fhr-
lichman implied I could do this soon, and
I said I would try to do it today . . .

“On returning to the office, I called
Gray, indicated that this was a matter of
some urgency and he agreed to see me at
1430 that day.”

In other words, the White House pair
directed Walters to intervene with the
FBI, despite repeated disclaimers that the
CIA was involved in the waterbugging or
could be hurt by the FBI investigation.



