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By W1111am Safﬂ:e

Frlends of Henry KIS nger gave a

party for-him 6n’ the-6c¢casion of his

-.:90th, brtrthday last Saturday mnight.

"Not everybody came—these days,

:even Frardk Sinatra thinks twicg about

being seen in the company of-Admin-"
::istration officials—hut many “who:'did~

sepme to: New York’s Colony ‘Club
- were the glamorously powerful and

eventful; irr the last three months. es--
“"pectally,-his* fortunes have taken -a -

)

the powerfully glamorous. They

wanted -to. salute: an:-authentic- Ameri- -

can hero midpoint in his first century.
Henry’s 50th. year was his most

wild roller -coaster- ride, and surcease
is not at hand.
Riding high after the sngmng‘of"the
peace -agreement, hé had. veason to

-hope- that ‘an end-to-hostilities -abroad:

would bring a beginning of reconeilia-

“-tion at Home, but this was not to be.

~At--first;. Watergate did. not turn .
Henry’s roller coaster downward; para-’

. doxically, .he. seemed headed higher -

than .ever, since men like Mr, Kissin-

ger——as well as George -Shultz ‘and

““John -Connally — were peinted to -as

[~ mien close to-Mr. Nixon who were un-

touched by charges of complicity.

Then. along came revelatwns that'

_Henry had known about, or t@lerated‘

- or did not v1<rorously oppose; or per--
“haps even asked for an unprecedented

‘ twenty-month program of ererba,ppmg

17 -aides and newsmen. . -

;. Down: went. -;the - roller ' coaster,

) greased by. shppery soundlng explana-
. tions that Henry only went’ a ong with™"
! the tappmg for the p\rotectton of the
" ‘tappees: $thce fhe presumption’of in- -
. riééence-was 50 long denied:so.many:-
= membersof this-staff and of-the press,
:.-the- burdenof proof is now-on Henry _ -
! to show why he did. not put a halt to

*_the wm'etap prollferatlon He may have

) put the -answer forth *publi¢ly.

‘For~ arwhile; it seemed: that‘:Henry'* :
.might be.dragged down by the “link-
~age”..with- political . burglaries he had -
.:,nothmg to. do. W1th .To prevent this,

a persuaswe ans”wer, but he has not

“his emphaSI ‘has béen to defing and

““separate (1) the ‘wiretapping he went,

" along ‘with" to- stép casualty-causing”™

¢ leaks,»and (2) ‘thevexcesses’ of “political *
‘warfare. that was-outside his purview.

Assuming. he can. build a firewall

i between the, campaxgn to stop the
Leaks and’ the campaign to, stop.the .

Dlemocrats, “Mr. Kissinger Wﬂl th_en

Have the taks' of ‘defending his role in -

:'the overkill used ‘in stopping leaks.”A

lot of people who believe ifi the New

Fede'ra-l‘ism.i .the . work ethic and the .
Nixon Doctrine get off the bus at the

tapping of reporters telephones.

There are signs that the coaster’s
roll may be bottdmlng out: the tele-
vision networks, by rotatmg

verage "
. ofthe Ervin hearmtgs are' saymg that
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daytime viewers are more interested
in “As the World Turns” than in “As

 the “White "House Burns,” and despite
- ‘massive-.coverage’ 6f corruption, most

‘people” tellpollsters- they are more
concerned with the cost of living. The
President is now counterpunching on
the national security issue, and hop-
sing.that.Daniel Ellsberg can be tempt-
ed into climbing into the ring.

In this Presidential defense, Mr. Kis-
singer—who has-many -ironies_in the
~fire—may-wind - up ~the -hero -of the -
_ people he cares about least (those who
‘will buy any actiori on the grounds of
‘natienal security)” and the. villain of
-those he cares about ‘most (those who
-fear that national security will be used .

as an excuse for inexcusable encroach-
ments on.civil liberty.)

If He does retain what he calls his

“moral authomty” in ‘the face of un-
“fair links with ‘scandal and quite fair
questions about decisions to wiretap,
the Kissinger experience will teach a
.- lesson:to White . House. aides: that a
. passion for anonymity does not always
serve the President, and that years of .
‘accessibility to influential newsmen is
"like money in the bank, enabling the
" prudent dépositor to obtdin shelter, or
at least a sympathetlc hearmg, on rainy
days. -«

JArthur Krock, “who devastated the-
. Truman  Adminjstration ' with . the
phrase government by. crony,” warns
‘of the dangers of “]ourna.hsm by crony,”

and 'there is- much in* that, but would
=the public be better informed if candor, -
color and cultivation offered a public
- official no reward?

- Henry's . decision. to. buy anothen
ticket on the roller coaster will have,
little to do with how much the Presi-
dent needs him or how it might look
* if 'he’'desertéd -a’ship that did not sink.

Mr.: Nixon "and :Mr. ‘Kissinger - still
-~have-mounttains left to move and only .
.a -few years left: to move them. Both .
~will he. judged by hx‘story for the whole
‘body, of their work, not just for the .

mnssteps that $6 “preoccupy us today; | : .

“the ‘need to strike a ftve-way balance
of power, fo‘redirect our enérgies in
~worldwide economic’competition, and
. to hammer some. more nails in the
structure of peace will stick the shoe-
makers to their last.

There is also a human, humorous
addiction to the play of power. I took
Henry to a football game some years
ago, and when we heard the public
address announcer put out a routine
call for some physician, Menry said
“with a gleam in his eye: “You know
.how we could empty this whole sta-
dium out in five minutes? Have the
announcer say ‘Dr. Kissinger, call your
“office' — urgent" z




