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By Anthony LeW:s

BOSTON, May 27——The hopeful v1ew
of Watergate is that it represents. only -
a personal aberration. in’ a still .sound
political _structure. The , fault,” then
would lié in the character of. Rwhard
Nixon, not in the Presidential institu-: .
tion and what it has become. | 3

This fproposxtlon was argued recently
by a gfie-time assistant to. President
Johnson, E. Ernest Goldstein. Writing

28 013

in The Inteinational . Herald—Tnbune,

Goldstein contrasted Mr. Nixon’s seclu— |

sion and secretiveness with the Jo?hil- ]
son years, when he said the Wh1te
House was _“truly wide open to all
shades of opinion” and the Presxden’c
“understood and respected the Ameri-
can pohtlcal system.” His- conclusxon
was that the Watergate dlsaster was
“purely Richard Nixon’s.”

It is a comforting view,. especraﬂy to

liberals. But it w111 not wash, and the

reasons must be understood—-es 01a1-
Iy by liberals,

Can anyone really beheve that the
passion for secrecy arrived in - the
White House on Jan. 20, 1969? Lysndon
Johnson loved secrecy and surprise so-

much that several times he was thought -

to_have..changed -his decisions rather

than confirm® what ‘had leaked to- bhe s

press.
It was Mr. Johnson who used ﬁhe
highly doubtful allegatlons of North .
" Vietnamese attacks on’ American naval
vessels in the Tonkin Guif- to whip
’Congress ‘into a‘ patrmtlc ‘fervor - ‘and
get a-blank ‘check for war. The re- -
assurances given to Senators worrled
about -deeper U. S.. mvolvement in
Vietnam - matched: -anythidg - fn' ‘our"”
recent hlstory for "Presidential- dedeit: -
Then, "'in" 1965, Johnson"-took" his
country fully irito the war ‘whilé ‘deny

ing that he Wwas doing so.-As’ Late agd

i

ABROAD AT I—IOME_ :

We confzde
too many of our

hopes and fears:’
111 the Preszdent;_

June 9, 1965, with many’ thousands of
Americans = engaged 'in combat, the
White House issued a statement ‘saying:

*“There has been no.change “in the -
mission ‘of ! U.S.. ground combat units

. The primary. ‘mission,. of- . those
troops ‘is’te secure.and safeouard im-

portant’ military ‘iristallations * ;' . I
help is requested by the ‘appropriaté”

Vietnamese commander, General West-
moreland” also has - the authority
within the a551gned mission to em-

ploy these troops in support: Uf Viet-
namese forces faced with aggressive
attack when other effective reserves
. This drscretlon-_'
lary authorrty does not change the

are not available .

»

primary mission . . .

That was how the Amerrcan people,,

were told "that they were going’ into
a massive land war in Asia. It was.a
deception that cost the country dearly
in economic -dislocation,

more dearly in public’ faith.

More broadly, outside the war 1s-sue, '

Mr.. Johnson lived - the theory of the

imperial Presrdency It is true that'a
wide range of people had access to his. |
office; but his press secretary, George o
Reedy, “has pointed  out = how they -
muted their real opinions in- deference .
to his.. Mr. Johnson encouraged Amer-
1cans to look to the White House, to -
*“your President,” for. solutions of all
the difficulties of a diverse 1and con- ",

tinental country.

But of course the expanded modern_r,
concept of Presidential government. .
It began wrth,
Franklin Roosevelt in economic’ crisis_
and went on through the traumas of
World War II and.the cold war. They "

has earher _origins,

were problems with  which only . a.
centralized, Presidential system could

‘deal. Or so most liberals thought— " .
" all but those ‘who' still believed, with |’
the makers of the Constr’cutxon, that a .

" unitary Government headed by a sin-

gle political figure would concentrate .

power too dangerously

and . even .

The process has undoubtedly gone
much further in the last four years, .
Lyndon. Johnson at least had a con-
cern for Congress, Richard Nixon has.
shown contémpt. Mr. Johnson for all
his ~ faults of *personahty, dreamed .
large dreams; Mr. Nixon, Judgmg from .
his own statements, has had parapoiac
nightmares of insecurity. o

But the danger goes back wel forev -
the present crisis of confidence, It lies
in conﬁdmg too many of our hopes
and fears in the President. No ‘human
being can be expected to _resist the
distorting hemptatlons of power ‘that’
such adulatlon brmgs——least of all the .
ambitious men, thé outer- dlrected men
who usually become President, o

On his last evening in office, Presi-
dent Johnson gavea party for his staff, =
According t6 Mr. Goldstein, he warned
his "assistants ‘ against- CI‘lthIZII’Lg the
new" President ‘unfairly. He said: - }

“You know as well as'I do that bemg )
President of the United States is like
being the pilot of an airplane and being -
a citizen is like being a passenger on
that airplane. If the pilot fails; it is
the end for the c1tlzen-passenge1‘s ?

No. The President is not the pilot of
an airplane. We do not confide our’

" lives to him. We do not give him abso-

lute power over his ship; we do net
make him - the law for that Jjourney.
And we shall not' cure’ the deeper’
disease of Watergate until we get-over:
the cult of personality and return to
the American -system of law.and con-
stitutional order.



