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‘People ;_dn Your Staff‘

Gray Tells of Warni

Washington

L. Patrick Gray III,
former acting director of
the FBI, told a Senate ap-
propriations subcommit-
tee yesterday that he had
warned President Nixon
last July 6 that “people on
your staff are trying to
mortally wound you” by
hampering an FBI probe
of the Watergate affair.

Gray also testified that he

had allowed the Watergate -

investigation to lag for two
weeks before he talked to
the President because of
confusion over whether it
might interfere with covert
operations of the Central In-
telligence Agency.

Emerging from seclusion
after many weeks, Gray un-
derwent more than four
hours of intensive question-
- ing about Watergate.

He was not available for
comment either before or af-
ter the hearing.

CONFLICT

His testimony, recounted
later by Senator John L.
McClellan (Dem-Ark.), the
subcommittee chairman,
conflicted in one major re-
spect with that given several
Congressional committees in
the 145t few weeks by Lieu-
tenant’ General Vernon A.
Walters, deputy director of
the CIA.

Walters. in an affidavit,
had said that on June 23 he

was ordered by H.RjHalde-

man. .the White Hotise:chies

~of staff. to persnade Gray to

call off'the FBI investigation

into. campaign funds. “laun-
dered” through a Mexico
City bank,

The general said that_he i

L

went to see Gray that same
day and told him he had
been “directed by top White
House officials” to tell the
FBI that further investiga-
tion “into the Mexican as-
pects of the Watergate epi-
sode might jeopardize some
of the agency’s covert ac-
tions in that area.”
Yesterday, according to
McClellan, Gray said that
Walters had not informed
him at that meeting that he
was acting under White
House orders. Gray said he
let the investigation lag be-
cause he thought covert CIA

" operations in Mexico might

be jeopardized, as suggested
by Walters.
‘CONFUSED’

“Mr. Gray kept telling us
today thiat during that peri-
od he was confused and
doubting, that he was un-
easy and uncertain if the
CIA might not really have
had some interest in the
Watergate affair.” MecClel-

_lan said.

Aside from this major con-
flict in testfmony by Gray

i

Fri., May 25, 1973 &k &

ng Nixon on

and Wallers, Uielr versions
of what subsequently hap-
pened appeared to be ba-
sically the same.

Gray’s recollections of his
July 6 telephone conversa-
tion with the President were

. transcribed verbatim during
the hearing and later made
public by MeClellan.

Mr. Nixon had touched on
this telephone conversation
in his statement earlier this
week about the Watergate
affair, but Gray's version is
far more explicit:

VISIT

Gray said that on Jily 6.
Walters came to his qffice
and informed him that CIA
operations would not he jeop-
ardized by the FBI investi-

- gation. .

Gray said that he and the
General decided that the CIA
and FBI were being’'used”
to hamper the investigation
and they agreed that Presi-
dent Nixon should know what
was going on. Walters had
also said this in his" tésti-
mony. ' =,
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