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President Nixon, 
please read this m

essage 
from

 The Rhode Island 
Chairm

an of the Com
m

ittee 
tt, Re-Elect 'Ili 0. 



D
ear M

r. President: 
H

aving served as R
hode Island chairm

an as w
ell as chairm

an cif the N
ew

 
E

ngland R
egional C

onference of M
ayors for your re-election, you are aw

are of m
y 

strong, active support for your adm
inistration. 

In a letter follow
ing your great victory in N

ovem
ber, you asked m

e to call 
upon,you for assistance if ever needed. 

T
oday, M

r. President, I am
 calling upon you in behalf of the m

illion people of 
the State of R

hode Island. 
W

e are desperately trying to reach you w
ith a plea. A

 plea to reverse —
 or, at 

the very least, to slow
 dow

n —
 the disastrous decision of the D

epartm
ent of D

efense 
w

hich w
ould elim

inate over 4,600 civilian jobs and transfer m
ore than 17,000 m

ilitary 
personnel from

 our state w
ithin the next few

 m
onths. 

W
e are being asked to take over 50%

 of the D
efense job cuts for the entire 

nation! T
his could result in up to 20%

 unem
ploym

ent and the loss of over 10%
 of the 

personal incom
e in the state. 

I am
 personally disturbed because the N

ational C
om

m
ittee to R

e-elect the 
President ran a new

spaper advertisem
ent throughout R

hode Island during the 
cam

paign w
hich, in essence, said: "vote for G

eorge M
cG

overn and the R
hode Island 

N
avy bases w

ill close. V
ote for R

ichard N
ixon and they w

ill not". 
I believed this, M

r. President. 
A

nd so did the people of R
hode Island w

ho gave you a substantial w
inning 

m
argin. A

s you are aw
are, this w

as a great turnabout from
 1968 w

hen you lost in our 
state and your percentage of vote obtained w

as am
ong the low

est in the country. 
T

oday, your supporters in R
hode Island grieve. 

W
e grieve, M

r. President, because w
e feel that a cam

paign pledge is the very 



first building block of our political process. 
A

 vote is given a m
an because —

 in the m
ost basic term

s —
 he has prom

ised 
som

ething a person believes in and w
ants. 

If such a prom
ise is not kept, trust and faith in our system

, in our political 
philosophies, and in our elected officials crum

ble. A
nd w

e then m
ust ask ourselves, 

w
hat can w

e believe . . . w
ho can w

e believe? 
W

e are pleading for your personal attention. W
ithout it, R

hode Island and her 
people stand to suffer m

uch . . . not only in econom
ic term

s, w
hich w

e m
ay eventually 

survive, but in the very credibility of our political process as w
ell, T

hese pains w
ill be 

m
ore difficult to heal. 



W
t hat 

G
eo

rg
e C

v
U

n
g
v
era 
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se. eko 
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port 

co
u

ld
 m

ea
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 to
 

o
 	

R
h

od
e Islan

d
. 

If S
enator M

cG
overn is elected P

resident, and he 
fulfills his pledge to cut A

m
erica's defense budget 

by 40' . here's w
hat's likely to happen in R

hode Island. 
Q

uonset P
oint. D

avisville and N
ew

port N
aval B

ase 
w

ould be severely affected by the M
cG

overn P
lan. 

T
housands ofcivi hail jobs at the bases w

ould be lost  
and thousands of N

avy m
en and then-d

e
p
e
n
d
e
n
ts . 

w
ould base td leave the state• -the blow

 to R
hode 

Island's econom
y w

ould be staggering.  
S

everal thousand R
hode Islanders w

ork at the 
E

lectric B
oat D

ivision at G
roton -m

any of these 
jobs w

ould also be on the line since S
enator M

cG
overn 

w
ould cut the N

avy's subm
arine program

. 
N

or does the M
atter end there. F

or also ofconcern 
to R

hode IslanderS
 is the.  ecurity of their country. 

T
hey know

 that the best hope for future agreem
ents on 

arm
s lim

itations --and peace itself—
rests on A

m
erica's 

ability to negotiate from
 n position ofstrength. A

nd 
that position w

ould be endangered byso huge a defense 
cut as the one proposed byS

enator M
cG

overn. 
F

ortunately. none of this w
ill com

e to be if the m
an  

w
ho's P

resident right now
 rem

ains P
resident.Irs one 

of the reasons w
hy m

ore and m
ore people are saying that 

A
m

erica needs P
resident N

ixon—
now

 m
ore than ever. 

P
resid

en
t N

ixon
. 

N
ow

 m
ore th

an
 ever. 

S
incerely yours, 

Jam
es L

. T
aft, Jr. 

M
ayor of C

ranston, R
hode Island 

C
hairm

an, R
hode Island 

C
om

m
ittee to R

e-elect the President 

This is the Com
m

ittee to Re-Elect the 
Presidents advertisem

ent concerning 
Naval Installations in Rhode Island 


