Costa Rica’s President Defends Vesco Relationship

SAN JOSE, Costa Rica, May
23 (UPI)—President Jose Fi-
gueres of Costa Rica told a
nationwide radio and television
wudience last night that he was
nnocent of any wrongdoing in
\is relationship with Robert L,J
‘esco, the fugitive financier;
sho has taken up residence in
~osta Rica.

President Figueres made the
speech after allegations that
Vesco-owned companies had
placed more than $300,000 in a
Figueres bank account in New
York.

During an hour-long speech,
Mr. Figueres accounted for
funds totaling $436,000 that
moved through a New York
bank account in his name, but
he said the money was meant
for causes as varied as a na-
tional symphony orchestra and
a factory to build prefabricated
houses.

Of the $436,000, he said
“some of this money” came:!
from the same bank Mr. Vesco:
uses in the Bahamas, but the
President indicated that was a
coincidence.

. He referred only brefly to
ithe 37-year-old Mr. Vesco,
whose $25-million in invest-
Iments in this tiny Central;
|America state have bccome a|
Isubject of political corroversy.

Vesco Role Descrbed

{ President Figueres xplained|
ibriefly the Watergate case and,
referred to the indirez role Mr.
Vesco had played in t, his al-
leged campaign contrbution.

He also said that MIr. Vesco
had a right to contritutemoney
to help re-elect Pesident
Nixon.

President Figueres nuffled
what he said were sta‘ments
and deposit slips from ls New
York bank, the NationaBank
>f North America.

He said that althougl the
account was in'his name.iwas
used for various purpod in-|
volving Government and pvate|
transactions and he liste the!
following: I’

q The sum of $60,000 dated|
by “two music lovers” jthe|
Bahamas for an endovent,

fund for a Costa Rican nanal|
isymphony orchestra, wit the’
money intended for useir a
llumber farm. He identificthe|
.donors only as Mr, Gracand
‘Mr. Purcell.
| gThe sum of $160,00Car-
‘marked for the P.LLA. baing
linstitution in Costa Ric:for
lloans to small industry. esi-
ident Figueres indicated thithe
lamount came from “eess
ifunds” from unidentified ter-,
inational loans. i
| QThe sum of $75,000 dos-
lited in his private accour by
the San Cristobal Corpordon,
a San José-based investient|
company that he foundedand
partly owns, as a transfe of!
funds for normal businessac-
tivities. :

N The sum of $50,000 that he
said went through his account
to an unidentified laboratory in
Phoenix, Ariz., for undisclosed
“interesting scientific experl-
ments.”

§=2y~ ¥

qThe sum of $210,000 chan-
neled through his personal ac-
count by the San Cristobal Cor-
poration for the purchase in
‘Miami of material for use 1n
building a prefab housing fac-

‘tory.

These figures and others list-
ed by Mr. Figueres totaled more

‘than $436,000 but he
iexplain the difference.

public record because

volve imports controlled Dby

Costa Rican law.

Mr. Vesco went back intop
hiding today after demanding|
impartiality” by

Watergate investigators as the

‘absolute
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José Figyeres, President of Costa Rica, in San José Tues-
day night, denying any wrongdoing in Vesco case.

prime condition for his return-
ing home to face arrest.

An aide said the 37-year-old
American financier, who now
has a provisional Costa Rica
passport, was ready to re-
nounce his United States citi-
1zenship if necessary.

~Norman P. LeBlanc, an asso-
ciate of Mr. Vesco, meanwhile
icharacterized as “extortion” a
;$200,000 contribution to Presi-

:dent Nixon’s campaign fund,'in

which led to indictments against
Mr. Vesco, John N. Mitchell,
former Attorney General; Mau-
rice. H. Stans, former Secre-
tary of Commerce, and Harry
L. Sears, a New Jersey Repub-
lican.

_G. Bradford Cooke has re-
signed as chairman of the Se-
curities and Exchange Commis-
sion over the contribution case.

He emphasized that all funds
related to the San Cristobal
Corporation were a matter of

did not

they in-

of the case would ‘“starlle the
world” and destroy investor
confidence in United States se-
curites abroad.

The S.E.C. called these state-
ments untrue and “outlandish,”
and one of Mr. Vesco’s lawyers
in New York termed them
“nonsense.”

Press Aide Issued Statement

Mr. Vesco's statement, issued
through his press aide in San
Jose, was his first comment in
more than two months on the
deepening probe into his fi-
nancial operations and the cam-
paign contribution,

Mr. Vesco, Mr. Mitchell, Mr.

president of the New Jersey
Senate, have been indicted by

charges of obstructing a Fed-

tribution.

A warrant was issued for
Mr. Vesco’s arrest Monday
when he did not show up for
arraignment. Mr. Mitchell, Mr.

ed not guilty.

Appearing briefly last night
for a United States television
interview in a local hotel, Mr.
Vesco said, “I would only re-
turn home if there is a guaran-
tee of absolute impartiality by
the Watergate investigators.”

Extradition a Possibility

(UPI)—A Costa Rican Cabinet
member said yesterday that his
nation would permit the extra-
dition of Mr. Vesco if the Unit-
ed States requested it.

Dr. Jaime Gutierrez, Minister
of Social Security for Costa
Rica, said during a visit here
to study hospital health plans
that Costa Rica would honor
its extradition treaty with the
United States even though M.

Mr. LeBlanc, who now lives|Vesco is the largest private in-
Costa Rica, said the facts|vestor in his country.

a grand jury in New York on
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