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Watergate and Security 

CIA Didn't 'Advise' Nixon 
Washington 

Key officials of the 
Central. Intelligence 
Agency say that President 
Nixon ' apparently made 
rio effort to inquire direct-
ly whether the Watergate 
break-in involved covert 
CIA operations. 

Lieutenant General Ver-
non A . Walters, deputy 
'director of the agency at the 
time of the break-in last 
June 17, told a Senate sub-
committee yesterday that 
the President did not ask 
him whether the agency was 
involved in the burglary at-
tempt on the Democratic 
party's headquarters at the 
Watergate complex. 

Richard Helms, director of 
the' agency at the time of the 
break-in, also told a Senate 
committee earlier this week 
that he had no conversation 
with Mr. Nixon during that 
period. 

STATEMENT 
Mr. Nixon, in his state-

, ment issued yesterday, said 
that within a few days after 
the break-in, "I was advised 
that there was a possibility 
of CIA involvement in some 
way." 

The President's statement 
continued: 

"It did seem to me possi-
ble that, because of the in-
volvement of former CIA 
personnel, and because of 
some of their apparent asso-
ciation, t h e investigation 
could lead to the uncovering 
of covert CIA operations to-
tally unrelated to the Water-
gate break-in." 

In his statement, the Pres-
ident did not say by whom 
he was "advised" of the pos-
sibility of CIA involvement. 

QUESTION 
Walters' comments on not 

having been asked by the 
President about CIA involve-
ment came in answer to a 
question posed during his 
appearance before a Senate 
appropriations subcommit-
tee headed by Senator John 
L. McClellan, (Dem-Ark.). 

"The general told us that 
the President did not talk to 
him about possible CIA in-
volvement," t h e Senator 
said later. "He did tell us, 
however, that the President 
had called him about anoth-
er matter shortly after his 
return from Moscow, but it 
had nothing to do with Wat-
ergate." 

Mr. Nixon visited Moscow 
in May of last year several  

weeks before the Watergate 
break-in. 

AIDES 

Walters, in a number of 
other appearances before 
congressional committees in 
the last two weeks, detailed 
alleged efforts by three top 
White House aides — H. R. 
Haldeman, John D. Ehrlich-
man and John. W. Dean III 
—to involve the CIA in cover-
ing up Watergate affair. 

Both t h e general and 
Helms said that the White 
House overtures had been 
rejected. 

Walters was named depu-
ty CIA director by Mr. Nix-
on late last spring. He had 
served as official interpreter 
on foreign trips made by 
Mr. Nixon as vice president 
in the 1950s. 

According to the creneral's 
earlier testimony, efforts of 
the three. White House aides 
to involve the CIA in the 
Watergate coverup had cen-
tered on him, not on his su-
perior Helms. 

MEETING 
He told of being called to 

the White House, along with 
Helms, six days after the 
Watergate break-in, and told  

by Haldeman and Ehrlich-
man that the "Watergate in-
cident was causing trouble 
and was being exploited by 
the opposition." 

Walters testified that he 
had been told that "it had 
been decided at the White 
House" that he go to L. Pat-
rick Gray, then acting direc-
tor of the FBI, to try to per-
suade him to halt an. FBI in-
vestigation of Nixon cam-
p a i g n funds "laundered" 
through a Mexico City bank. 

A "memorandum. of con-
versation" written b y Wal-
ters following that meeting 
— and disclosed earlier this 
week b y Senator Stuart 
Symington (D e m -M o.) 
states that at one point, 
Haldeman turned to the gen-
eral and said, "It is the 
President's wish that you go 
to See Mr. Gray." 

While not denying that he 
had written that memoran-
dum shortly after that June 
23 meeting, Walters has in-
dicated in testimony to sev-
eral congressional commit-
tees this week that now he is 
not sure Haldeman made 
any such statement invoking 
the President's name. 

N.Y. Times Service 


