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Five Men

'The remnant of the President’s pal-
ace guard was visibly shaken, a few
days fago, by an episode most people
regapded as another bad Watergate
jok& What shakes people in the White
House is always worth analysis. This is
also the background against which ‘all

should read the President’s sweeping de-'*

nial of all knowledge or complicity m
the Watergate horror.

Affér a refreshing rest up the Hud-
son, to begin with, Martha Mitchell -
made’a new kind of public appearance.
was nothing clandestine, this

Ther?
timedNo telephones were torn off the
wall when the lady was in mid-career.
No bottoms were injected with sSeda-
tives. The appearance was a semi-for-
mal one, with battalions of reporters
and television crews waiting to take
down every dulcet word.

After pretty apologies for keepmg
the press waiting, Mrs. Mn?chen said
that her John was innocent of all
wrong-doing; that the only" fault lay
with “Mr. President”; and that “Mr.
President” ought to resign. She had
said it all before. The different circum
stances were what struck a new,, alarm-
ing note.

Given those c1rcumstances, tl'us par-
ticular installment in the Martha Mitc-
hell serial must clearly have been tol-
erated, if not directly stimulated, by
' Mrs, Mitchell’s husband. - That was
clearly confirmed late the same eve-
ning, when Mrs. Mitchell sought her
usual solace on the telephone.

The. same gramophone record about
the 'need for “Mr. President” to resign

was played by the lady ohoe again. But
this time Mrs. Mitchell's husband was
The

present and also ready to t 1;];
~ President’s former Attorney General
and closest adviser took the telephone
from his wife, to add a qualifying word
about the Pre51dents blamelesﬁness,
and then to swear that no one was go-
ing'to make him into a “fall guy.”

The tale is here re-told, in order to
highlight what shook some people at
the White House. Mitchell’s novel role
and  Mitchell's oddly contradietory
words were the sole sources of dis-
quiet. When Martha had played her
gramophone record before, John had
tried to stop her, or had laughed it all
off ‘as nonsense. But here was John
posmvely w111d'1ng up the Martha-gram-
ophone for -maximum agdibility.

The plain truth is t the Presi-
dent’s misplaced trust has effectively

Vith *D

put da g,g,, gl Jlands of f1ve .men
who served lim in’ c"b‘&‘ﬁde N :

ties. These five are John Mite
and foremost; and then formet
tary of Gommerce Maurice Stans, be-
cause, off his role as Republican

| bagman, and the three 'White House

staff members, H. R. Haldeman, John
Ehrlichman and Charles Colson. « *

These five  differ from the other
strange specimens that the Watergate
horror has brought into the . light of
‘day. None of the others had access to
the secluded President. So-far as is
known, no one besides these five ever
talked w1th the President alone. But
these five had the most free, intimate
and close access.

What the lesser: fry
“believed” about ' theiPre
“suppqged” were the
President, is perfectly m n?
this clty, 31nce time im emorial

knowledge and comphc1ty
by a single one
of the five men,”

sorts, of people have tried to
welght to their own views or orders, |
using the name of the President of the
moment Nothmg about the Prem%[nt’s

“RMN,"
higher up. :

The' five with daggers, ast,
are subject to no. su,ch tes . Any one
‘of them can plunge a, dagger straight
into the Premdent’s back, simply by

saying; "‘T@%‘“
the whole ugly b
dered 6
4 f just one of these five cho & to
y that much, it will not even matter
whether the man in guestion is lying
or telling the truth. Because of the
‘past positions occupled by these flve it
will be fatal if the President is accused
of knowledge and complicity. by a sin-

or can get backing :

gle one of them. The new situation will :
in ¢

n. be automatically ' created,
_which Sen. Barry Goldwater has said
1mpeachment ought to be considered.

Another kind of new situation will
-.agam be automatically created, how-
ever, if all five say under oath, with
naught to lose or gain, that the. Presa-
dent had neither knowledge nor
complicity. It is also desperately ur-
gent for the country to know which
kind of situation lies ahead. But this
will be the topic of a second report.
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