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From Nixon’s Statement
NYTimes MAY 23 1973

It is clear that unethical, as well as illegal, activities
took place in the course of that campaign. None of these
took place with my specific approval or knowledge. To
the extent that I may in any way have contributed to
the climate in which they took place, I did not intend to;
to the extent that I failed to prevent them, I should have
been more vigilant.

It now seems that later, through whatever complex of
individual motives and’ possible misunderstandings, there
were apparently wide-ranging efforts to limit the investiga-
tion or to conceal the possible involvement of members of
the Administration and the campaign committee.

I was not aware of any such efforts at the time. Nei-
ther, until after I began my own investigation, was I aware
‘of any fund-raising for defendants convicted of the break-
in at'Democratic headquarters, much less authorize any
such fund-raising. Nor did I authorize any offer of execu-
tive clemency for any of the defendants. '

In the weeks and months that followed Watergate, I
asked for, and received, repeated assurances that Mr.
Dean's own investigation (which included reviewing files
and sitting in on F.B.L. interviews with White House per-
sonnel) had cleared everyone then employed by the White
House of involvement.
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It now appears that there were persons who may
have gone beyond my directives, and sought to expand
on my efforts to protect the national security operations
in order to cover up any involvement they or certain others
might have had in Watergate. The extent to which this
is true, and who may have participated and to what degree,
are questions that it would not be proper to address here.
The proper forum for settling these matters is in the courts.
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Accordingly, executive privilege will not be invoked
as to any testimony concerning possible criminal conduct
or discussions of possible criminal conduct, in the matters
presently under investigation, including the Watergate
affair and the alleged cover-up.




